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House of Representatives

The House met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HARRIS).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 2, 2023.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ANDY HAR-
RIS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

You, O Lord, are God. It is You who
have made us and we are Yours. We are
Your people, the sheep of Your pasture.

As we perform the duties You have
set before us in the governing of our
Nation, as we pursue these efforts, re-
mind us of the wondrousness of the
kinship we have with You. Remind us
also that we are ever in Your presence,
and may our hearts sing about joy and
our mouths show forth Your praise. Re-
mind us that our lives are Your sanc-
tuary, and so may we live them with
thanksgiving, and may we enter Your
courts with praise.

For You, Lord, are good. Your Kind
devotion endures forever. Your faith-
fulness extends beyond our lifetimes to
all generations.

In Your grace, grant us reminders of
Your closeness to us this day. Guide us
and all that we do by Your steadfast
love.

In the strength of Your holy name we
pray.

Amen.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(z) of House Resolution
5, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(z) of House Resolution
5, the House stands adjourned until 11
a.m. on Friday, May 5, 2023.

Thereupon (at 11 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Friday, May 5,
2023, at 11 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-822. A letter from the Chief of Planning
and Regulatory Affairs Office, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program: Non-Discretionary Quality
Control Provisions of Title IV of the Agricul-
tural Improvement Act of 2018 [FNS-2018-
0043] (RIN: 0584-AE64) received April 19, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

EC-823. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
Contract Administration Office Functions
Relating to Direct Costs (DFARS Case 2022-

D021) [Docket DARS-2023-0007] (RIN: 0750-
ALGB9) received April 10, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-824. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s Major final rule — Enter-
prise Duty to Serve Underserved Markets —
Colonia Census Tract Amendments (RIN:
2590-AB22) received April 20, 2023, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

EC-825. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act, HHS Notice of Ben-
efit and Payment Parameters for 2024 [CMS
-9899-F] (RIN: 0938-AU97) received April 19,
2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-826. A letter from the Regulations Pol-
icy and Management Staff, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Department’s technical amendment —
Definition of the Term ‘‘Tobacco Product” in
Regulations Issued Under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act [Docket No.: FDA-
2022-N-3262] received April 10, 2023, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-827. A letter from the Regulations Pol-
icy and Management Staff, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Change of Ad-
dress; Technical Amendment [Docket No.:
FDA-2023-N-0986] received April 10, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-828. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-87, “Use of Force Review Board
Temporary Act of 2023, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-829. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-88, ‘“‘Commission on the Arts and
Humanities Acting Executive Director Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2023, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability.
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EC-830. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-89, ‘‘Certificate of Assurance Mor-
atorium Extension Temporary Amendment
Act of 2023, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-831. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-90, ‘‘Reverse Mortgage Insurance
and Tax Payment Program Extension Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2023, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability.

EC-832. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-91, ‘‘Fidelity in Access to Govern-
ment Communications Clarification Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2023, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability.

EC-833. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-67, ‘““General Obligation Bonds and
Bond Anticipation Notes for Fiscal Years
2023-2028 Authorization Act of 2023, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-834. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-82, “Woodson Way Designation
Act of 2023, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-835. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-83, ‘“‘Dedication of a Portion of W
Street, S.E., S.0. 16-24322 Act of 2023”, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-836. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-84, ‘‘Bishop Clarence Groover Way
Designation Act of 2023”°, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-837. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-85, ‘“‘Benjamin Secundy, Sr. Way
Designation Act of 2023”°, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-838. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-86, “‘Reed Street Realignment Act
of 2023”’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-839. A letter from the Deputy General
Counsel for Operations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting a
notice of a nomination and a change in pre-
viously submitted reported information, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277,
Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-840. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, General Law, Ethics, and Regu-
lation, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting a notice of a nomination and an ac-
tion on nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability.

EC-841. A letter from the Chief Human
Capitol Officer, National Archives and
Records Administration, transmitting a no-
tice of a nomination and an action on a nom-
ination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public
Law 105-277, Sec. 1561(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-842. A letter from the Natural Resource
Specialist, Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
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ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Establish-
ment of a Nonessential Experimental Popu-
lation of the Guam Kingfisher, or Sihek, on
Palmyra Atoll, USA [Docket No.: FWS-R1-
ES-2022-0061; FXES1113090FEDR-224-
FF09E22000] (RIN: 1018-BF61) received April
10, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-843. A letter from the Chief, Legal
Processing Division, Publications and Regu-
lations, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s IRB only rule — An-
nouncement and Report Concerning Advance
Pricing Agreements [Announcement 2023-10]
received April 10, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. McCAUL: Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. House Resolution 300. Resolution re-
questing the President and directing the Sec-
retary of Defense to transmit, respectively,
to the House of Representatives copies of all
documents indicating any plans for current
or future military assistance to Ukraine and
documents indicating whether any United
States Armed Forces, including special oper-
ations forces, are currently deployed in
Ukraine (Rept. 118-44). Referred to the House
Calendar.

—————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. DIAZ-BALART (for himself,
Mr. McCLINTOCK, Mr. GREEN of Ten-
nessee, Mr. JORDAN, Mr. HIGGINS of
Louisiana, Mr. BIGGS, Mr. CARTER of
Texas, Mr. CALVERT, and Mr. MORAN):

H.R. 2. A bill to secure the borders of the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition
to the Committees on Homeland Security,
Ways and Means, Education and the Work-
force, and Foreign Affairs, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. BAIRD (for himself and Ms.
SPANBERGER):

H.R. 3036. A bill to amend the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 to modify the delivery of
technical assistance, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Ms. ADAMS (for herself, Mrs.
HAYES, Ms. LEE of California, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. SCANLON, Mr. KHANNA, Mr.
EVANS, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Ms. OMAR,
Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms. WILSON
of Florida, Ms. SANCHEZ, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Ms. JACOBS, Mr. GARCIA of Il-
linois, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. MORELLE, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. SE-
WELL, Mr. KILMER, Mr. TONKO, Mr.

SWALWELL, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Mr. PANETTA, Ms. DELBENE, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Ms. TITUS, Ms.

BoNaAMICI, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Ms. MOORE
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of Wisconsin, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mrs.
MCBATH, Ms. NORTON, Ms. STRICK-
LAND, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. POCAN, Mr.
RASKIN, Mr. MOULTON, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. KIM of New Jersey,
Mr. MFUME, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Ms.
CHU, Mr. SARBANES, Ms. CROCKETT,
Mr. MULLIN, Mr. CARDENAS, Mr.
BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. NEGUSE,
Ms. WATERS, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. CAR-
SON, Mr. GOMEZ, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Ms. SALINAS, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, Mr. KEATING, Mr. Bow-
MAN, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. MENG, and Mr.
ESPAILLAT):

H.R. 3037. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to require that supple-
mental nutrition assistance program bene-
fits be calculated using the value of the low-
cost food plan, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. ALLRED (for himself and Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia):

H.R. 3038. A bill to amend title 9, United
States Code, with respect to arbitration of
disputes involving race discrimination; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BRECHEEN (for himself, Mr.
SESSIONS, Mrs. BOEBERT, Mr. PERRY,
Mr. BURLISON, and Mr. MOOLENAAR):

H.R. 3039. A bill to prohibit the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration from issuing a rule or regu-
lation requiring certain vehicles to be
equipped with speed limiting devices, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. BROWNLEY:

H.R. 3040. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to maintain demographic infor-
mation regarding veterans and publish such
information on a website of the Department
of Veterans Affairs; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CALVERT:

H.R. 3041. A bill to cancel certain proposed
changes to credit fees charged by the Federal
National Mortgage Association and the Fed-
eral Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas (for himself,
Mrs. Kim of California, and Mr.
MEEKS):

H.R. 3042. A bill to modify the require-
ments for candidate countries under the Mil-
lennium Challenge Act of 2003, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas (for himself,
Mr. LIEU, Mr. GARcIA of Illinois, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. TORRES of New York,

Mr. VARGAS, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Ms. NORTON, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms.

ESCOBAR, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. KHANNA, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Ms. JAYAPAL, and Mr.
S0TO):

H.R. 3043. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to provide for the ad-
justment of status of essential workers, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Ms. CLARKE of New York:

H.R. 3044. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to provide further
transparency and accountability for the use
of content that is generated by artificial in-
telligence (generative AI) in political adver-
tisements by requiring such advertisements
to include a statement within the contents
of the advertisements if generative AI was
used to generate any image or video footage
in the advertisements, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration.
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By Mr. CLOUD:

H.R. 3045. A bill to affirm user ownership of
their data, prohibit entities from requiring
the transfer or monetization of private data
in exchange for services, prohibit the collec-
tion of third party contact information with-
out written consent, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. COLE (for himself and Ms.
TITUS):

H.R. 3046. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to establish a grant pro-
gram to award grants to accredited public
institutions of higher education, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. CRANE:

H.R. 3047. A bill to require the Secretary of
Agriculture to convey certain lands within
the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. CROW (for himself, Mr. LAM-
BORN, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. KEATING,
Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. WOMACK, Mr.
MOSKOWITZ, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr.
CASE, Mr. BERGMAN, Ms. TOKUDA, and
Ms. PETTERSEN):

H.R. 3048. A bill to establish the Space Na-
tional Guard; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. CURTIS (for himself, Mr. STEW-
ART, Mr. MOORE of Utah, and Mr.
OWENS):

H.R. 3049. A bill to provide for the ex-
change of certain Federal land and State
land in the State of Utah; to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself, Mr.
CASTRO of Texas, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. Bow-
MAN, Ms. ToOKUDA, Mr. MCGOVERN,
Mr. PAYNE, Ms. CLARKE of New York,

Mr. GARcIA of Illinois, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. SCANLON, Mr.

CARDENAS, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. TITUS,
Ms. OMAR, Ms. LEE of California, Mr.
TAKANO, and Ms. LEE of Pennsyl-
vania):

H.R. 3050. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to alter the definition of
‘“‘conviction’’, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. FLEISCHMANN:

H.R. 3051. A bill to require advance con-
sultation with State and local officials and
monthly reports to Congress regarding the
resettlement, transportation, and relocation
of aliens in the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. FLEISCHMANN:

H.R. 3052. A bill to amend title 40, United
States Code, to add certain counties to the
definition of ‘‘Appalachian region’; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia (for himself,
Mr. NORMAN, and Mr. PERRY):

H.R. 3053. A bill to prohibit contributions
to the United Nations Green Climate Fund,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. GRIFFITH:

H.R. 3054. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow the child tax cred-
it with respect to stillbirths; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HARDER of California:

H.R. 3055. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to in-
clude certain mental health professionals as
specialized instructional support personnel;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

By Ms. HOULAHAN (for herself and
Mr. BALDERSON):

H.R. 3056. A bill to improve commercializa-

tion activities in the SBIR and STTR pro-
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grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business, and in addition to
the Committees on Science, Space, and
Technology, and the Judiciary, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas (for himself,
Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr.
NEHLS, Mr. DONALDS, Mr. SESSIONS,
Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr.
FEENSTRA, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois,
Mr. MOORE of Alabama, Mrs. CHAVEZ-
DEREMER, Mr. McCAUL, Mr. CREN-
SHAW, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. HUNT, and
Mr. SELF):

H.R. 3057. A bill to provide that under the
securities laws certain disclosures related to
scope 3 greenhouse-gas emissions may not be
required; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

By Mr. KILDEE (for himself, Mr.
FEENSTRA, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCOR-
MICK, and Mr. BACON):

H.R. 3058. A bill to amend parts B and E of
title IV of the Social Security Act to im-
prove foster and adoptive parent recruitment
and retention, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. KILMER (for himself, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, and Mr. LAMALFA):

H.R. 3059. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to define critical airport infra-
structure, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. KIM of New Jersey (for himself
and Mr. BURCHETT):

H.R. 3060. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide an exclusion
from gross income for interest on certain
small business loans; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. LALOTA (for himself and Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER):

H.R. 3061. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to establish an Aviation Secu-
rity Checkpoint Technology Fund in the De-
partment of Homeland Security to fund in-
vestments in aviation security checkpoint
technology, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security.

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ (for her-
self, Ms. STANSBURY, and Mr.
VASQUEZ):

H.R. 3062. A bill to provide for the with-
drawal and protection of certain Federal
land in the State of New Mexico, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. LUCAS (for himself, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. FOSTER, and Mr.
BARR):

H.R. 3063. A bill to amend the Federal secu-
rities laws to enhance 403(b) plans, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 3064. A bill to amend the District of
Columbia Home Rule Act to redesignate the
Office of the Mayor of the District of Colum-
bia as the Office of the Governor of the Dis-
trict of Columbia and to redesignate the
Council of the District of Columbia as the
Legislative Assembly of the District of Co-
lumbia, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability.

By Mr. PHILLIPS (for himself, Mr.
JOYCE of Ohio, Mr. BACON, Ms. CRAIG,
Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr.
GUEST, Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms.
SHERRILL, Ms. SPANBERGER, Mr.
TONKO, Mr. TRONE, and Ms. WILD):

H.R. 3065. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide funding for
trained school personnel to administer drugs
and devices for emergency treatment of
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known or suspected opioid overdose, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. POSEY:

H.R. 3066. A Dbill to establish the National
Commission on the COVID-19 Pandemic, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the
Committees on Financial Services, and
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. SALAZAR (for herself, Mr.
GIMENEZ, Mr. LAWLER, and Mrs.
GONZALEZ-COLON):

H.R. 3067. A bill to provide for the imposi-
tion of sanctions with respect to certain offi-
cials of Argentina; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Ms.
BROWN, Ms. BUSH, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
LEE of California, Mr. MULLIN, Mr.
NADLER, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. QUIGLEY,
Ms. SCANLON, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. SMITH
of Washington, Mr. TAKANO, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
and Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia):

H.R. 3068. A bill to prohibit discrimination
in health care and require the provision of
equitable health care, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. SEWELL (for herself, Ms.
STRICKLAND, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr.
EVANS, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, and Mrs. CHERFILUS-
MCCORMICK):

H.R. 3069. A bill to amend title XI of the
Social Security Act to improve access to
care for all Medicare and Medicaid bene-
ficiaries through models tested under the
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innova-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. STEIL (for himself, Mr. HERN,
and Mr. ARMSTRONG):

H.R. 3070. A bill to prohibit the issuance of
licenses or other waivers from sanctions im-
posed pursuant to certain authorities relat-
ing to the conduct of Iran, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. STEUBE:

H.R. 3071. A Dbill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require that credit reporting
companies provide certain protections to
small businesses, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Small Business.

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself, Mr.
PosEY, Mr. CLYDE, and Mr. WEBER of
Texas):

H.R. 3072. A bill to prohibit agencies of the
government from soliciting or entering into
agreements with nongovernmental organiza-
tions to conduct voter registration or voter
mobilization activities on the property or
website of the agency or from using Federal
funds to carry out activities directed under
Executive Order 14019, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, and in addition to the Committees
on the Judiciary, Oversight and Account-
ability, Science, Space, and Technology, and
Education and the Workforce, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
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in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
By Mr. TONKO (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Ms. CASTOR of Florida,
Mr. BACON, and Mrs. PELTOLA):

H.R. 3073. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, acting through
the Director of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, to promote mental
wellness and resilience and prevent and heal
mental health, behavioral health, and psy-
chosocial conditions through develop-
mentally and culturally appropriate commu-
nity programs, and award grants for the pur-
pose of establishing, operating, or expanding
community-based mental wellness and resil-
ience programs, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. TRONE (for himself, Mr. TUR-
NER, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. TONKO,
Mr. MEUSER, Mrs. BICE, Mr. BACON,
Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
PHILLIPS, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms.
McCOLLUM, Mr. CARDENAS, Ms.
KUSTER, Ms. NORTON, Mr. LIEU, and
Mr. HARDER of California):

H.R. 3074. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to remove the Medicaid
coverage exclusion for inmates in custody
pending disposition of charges, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 3075. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to require providers of cable
service and telephone service to charge vet-
erans’ organizations residential rates for
such services, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 3076. A bill to amend title 36, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to establish a flag for next of
kin of veterans who die by suicide; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 3077. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish a counseling pro-
gram for certain survivor of veterans de-
ceased as the result of suicide; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia (for her-
self, Ms. NORTON, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms.
TLAIB, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Ms. BARRAGAN,
Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, and Ms. SE-
WELL):

H.R. 3078. A bill to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to require disclosure of
payments for settlements of disputes regard-
ing sexual abuse and certain types of harass-
ment and discrimination, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself,
Ms. OcASIO-CORTEZ, Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia, Ms. BARRAGAN, Ms. BLUNT
ROCHESTER, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. Bow-
MAN, Mr. CASAR, Ms. CHU, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr.
COHEN, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. ESPAILLAT,
Mr. EVANS, Mr. GOMEZ, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Mr. HUFFMAN,
Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE,
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LIEU, Ms.
MENG, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. OMAR,
Ms. PINGREE, Mr. POCAN, Ms. PORTER,
Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. SALI-
NAS, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF,
Ms. STANSBURY, Ms. TLAIB, Ms.
TOKUDA, Mr. TONKO, Ms. VELAZQUEZ,
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. NADLER,
Mr. FROST, Ms. BUSH, Mr. GARCIA of
Illinois, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. VARGAS,
Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. TAKANO, Mr.
KHANNA, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. WILSON
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of Florida, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia,
Mrs. HAYES, Mr. BEYER, Ms. BALINT,
Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. PANETTA, Ms. JA-
CcOBS, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. CARDENAS,
Mr. RYAN, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia,
and Mr. LLYNCH):

H. Con. Res. 37. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that there is a
climate emergency which demands a mas-
sive-scale mobilization to halt, reverse, and
address its consequences and causes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. LALOTA:

H. Con. Res. 38. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding the
execution-style murders of United States
citizens Y1li, Agron, and Mehmet Bytyqi in
the Republic of Serbia in July 1999; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia (for her-
self, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. TLAIB, Ms.
LEE of California, Mr. GARCIA of I1li-
nois, Ms. CROCKETT, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms.
ESCOBAR, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. CASTRO of

Texas, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr.
PAYNE, Ms. SANCHEZ, and Ms.
VELAZQUEZ):

H. Con. Res. 39. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress to support the
case of Beatriz, a young woman from a rural
area of El Salvador, living in extreme pov-
erty and with lupus, who fought for her life
against the state to allow her to terminate a
pregnancy that put her at risk, which ex-
posed the serious consequences of the abso-
lute criminalization of abortion in El Sal-
vador, and urging the Salvadoran state to as-
sume its international obligations in the
field of human rights; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself, Ms.
ESCOBAR, Ms. LEE of California, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. NORTON, Mr. EVANS,
Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. HIGGINS of New
York, Mr. CARDENAS, Ms. GARCIA of
Texas, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Ms. TITUS, Mrs. HAYES,
Mr. TORRES of New York, Ms. BROWN,
Mr. DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, Mr.
FrosST, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. CROCKETT,
and Mr. BOWMAN):

H. Res. 348. A resolution declaring gun vio-
lence a public health crisis; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE (for herself,
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. NUNN of
Iowa, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. MACE, and
Mr. BACON):

H. Res. 349. A resolution recognizing Na-
tional Foster Care Month as an opportunity
to raise awareness about the challenges of
children in the foster care system and en-
couraging Congress to implement policy to
improve the lives of children in, or at risk of
entering, the foster care system; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. MCGOVERN:

H. Res. 350. A resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 626) to advance
commonsense policy priorities; to the Com-
mittee on Rules.

By Ms. MENG (for herself, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mrs.
BEATTY, Mr. EVANS, Ms. LoOIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. PAYNE, and Ms.
VELAZQUEZ):

H. Res. 351. A resolution recognizing the
impact the stigmatization of menstruation
has on the lives of women, girls, and people
who menstruate, and expressing support for
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the designation of the month of May as ‘‘Na-
tional Menstrual Health Awareness Month’’;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MILLER of Ohio (for himself,
Mr. LAWLER, Mr. GALLAGHER, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr.
JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr.
ZINKE, Ms. TENNEY, Mrs. LUNA, Mr.
BARR, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina, Mr. WALTzZ, Mr.
MiILLS, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. KEAN of
New Jersey, Ms. MACE, Mrs. MILLER-
MEEKS, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr.
ELLZEY, Mr. MAST, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr.
BILIRAKIS, Mr. CAREY, Mr. OWENS,
Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. DUNN of Florida,
and Mrs. GONZALEZ-COLON):

H. Res. 352. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives on the
importance of a unified transatlantic role in
deterring the Chinese Communist Party
from disrupting the peace and stability in
the Taiwan Strait; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE (for himself, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. MATSUI, Ms.
PORTER, Ms. NORTON, Ms. McCOLLUM,
Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. STANSBURY, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Ms.
PINGREE, Mr. KILMER, Ms. SCHRIER,
Mr. STANTON, Ms. HOYLE of Oregon,
Mr. SoTo, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. SMITH of
Nebraska, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr.
ROSENDALE, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr.
STEWART, Mrs. RODGERS of Wash-
ington, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. GALLEGO,
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr.
COLE, Mrs. BICE, Mr. STAUBER, Mr.
PocaN, Ms. DAvIiDS of Kansas, Ms.
DELBENE, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Ms. TOKUDA, and Mr. CASE):

H. Res. 353. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of May 5, 2023, as the
‘“National Day of Awareness for Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls”; to
the Committee on Natural Resources, and in
addition to the Committee on the Judiciary,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. OMAR (for herself, Ms.
PRESSLEY, Mr. POCAN, and Mr. GRI-
JALVA):

H. Res. 354. A resolution expressing con-
demnation for police brutality wherever in
the world it occurs; to the Committee on the
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. QUIGLEY (for himself, Mr.
McCauL, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms.
CROCKETT, and Mr. BACON):

H. Res. 355. A resolution supporting the
designation of May 2023 as ‘‘National Brain
Tumor Awareness Month’’; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. RASKIN (for himself, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia,
Mr. PoOCAN, Ms. NORTON, Ms.

JAYAPAL, and Ms. BROWNLEY):

H. Res. 356. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of May 4, 2023, as a ‘‘Na-
tional Day of Reason’ and recognizing the
central importance of reason in the better-
ment of humanity; to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Ms. SALA-
ZAR, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr.
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COHEN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. BOYLE of
Pennsylvania, and Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN):

H. Res. 357. A resolution responding to
growing threats to freedom of the press and
expression around the world, reaffirming the
centrality of a free and independent press to
the health of democracy, and reaffirming
freedom of the press as a priority of the
United States Government in promoting de-
mocracy, human rights, and good governance
on World Press Freedom Day; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia (for
himself, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. DUNCAN,
Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. VEASEY, Ms.
MACE, Mr. CoSTA, Mr. STAUBER, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. BosST, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. CLINE, Mr. ALLEN,
Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. ZINKE, Mr. NOR-
MAN, Mr. BisHOP of Georgia, Mr. FRY,
Mr. LAWLER, Mr. MOOLENAAR, and
Mr. BACON):

H. Res. 358. A resolution commemorating
the 50th anniversary of the establishment of
the National Wild Turkey Federation and
recognizing its significant contributions to
scientific wildlife management, research,
and habitat conservation, as well as pro-
moting and protecting the long-honored out-
door traditions of the United States; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. VEASEY (for himself, Mr. DOG-
GETT, Mr. BACON, Mr. ALLRED, Ms.
JACOBS, Ms. TokuDA, and Ms. SE-
WELL):

H. Res. 359. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of May 2023 as ‘‘National
Physical Fitness and Sports Month’’; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

————————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Mr. DIAZ-BALART:

H.R. 2.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8, clause 1; Article 1, sec-
tion 8, clause 18.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To secure the borders of the United States.

By Mr. BAIRD:

H.R. 3036.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution in that the legislation exercises
legislative powers granted to Congress by
that clause ‘“‘to make all Laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying into Exe-
cution the foregoing Powers and all other
Powers vested by the Constitution in the
Government of the United States or any De-
partment or Office thereof.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

The Increased TSP Access Act would ad-
dress the TSP shortage by expanding on the
framework first envisioned in the 2018 Farm
Bill.

By Ms. ADAMS:

H.R. 3037.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 3 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

to expand access to Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits.
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By Mr. ALLRED:

H.R. 3038.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Arbitration

By Mr. BRECHEEN:

H.R. 3039.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prevent the Federal Motor Carrier Safe-
ty Administration from issuing a rule or reg-
ulation requiring speed limiting devices on
large commercial vehicles.

By Ms. BROWNLEY:

H.R. 3040.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Veterans

By Mr. CALVERT:

H.R. 3041.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution,
specifically Clauses 1 (relating to providing
for the general welfare of the United States)
and 18 (relating to the power to make all
laws necessary and proper for carrying out
the

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would ullify a January 19, 2023,
order from the Federal Housing Finance
Agency.

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas:

H.R. 3042.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Constitutional Authority—Necessary and
Proper Clause (Art. I, Sec. 8, Clause 18)

The single subject of this legislation is:

The bill would alter the criteria for the
Millennium Challenge Corporation’s list of
candidate countries for development assist-
ance.

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas:

H.R. 3043.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congressman Joaquin Castro Constitu-
tional Authority—Necessary and Proper
Clause (Art. I, Sec. 8, Clause 18)

THE U.S. CONSTITUTION ARTICLE 1,
SECTION 8: POWERS OF CONGRESS
CLAUSE 18 The Congress shall have power

. To make all laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would amend immigration laws to
allow for certain individuals to have a path-
way to citizenship, in addition to other
changes to immigration laws.

By Ms. CLARKE of New York:

H.R. 3044.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Elections

By Mr. CLOUD:

H.R. 3045.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 Article 1 of the Con-
stitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Data Privacy

By Mr. COLE:

H.R. 3046.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:
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to provide a multi-year authorization for
the existing Medical Student Education Pro-
gram operated by the Health Resources and
Services Administration.

By Mr. CRANE:

H.R. 3047.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 (Necessary
and Proper Clause)

The single subject of this legislation is:

Natural Resources

By Mr. CROW:

H.R. 3048.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, United States Con-
stitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

The single subject of this legislation is: Es-
tablishing a Space National Guard as the re-
serve component of the U.S. Space Force.

By Mr. CURTIS:

H.R. 3049.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 4, Section 3, Clause 2

The single subject of this legislation is:

regarding the exchange and ownership of
various lands in Utah.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT:

H.R. 3050.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 4 of section 8 of article 1 of the Con-
stitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Immigration

By Mr. FLEISCHMANN:

H.R. 3051.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18, which states
the Congress shall have the power ‘‘to make
all laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing
powers, and all other powers vested by the
Constitution in the government of the
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

Judiciary

By Mr. FLEISCHMANN:

H.R. 3052.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18, which states
the Congress shall have the power ‘“‘to make
all laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing
powers, and all other powers vested by the
Constitution in the government of the
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

Transportation and Infrastructure

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia:

H.R. 3053.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Blocking taxpayer dollars from funding the
United Nations Green Climate Fund

By Mr. GRIFFITH:

H.R. 3054.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution as well as Amendment XVI

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to allow the child tax credit with re-
spect to stillbirths.

By Mr. HARDER of California

H.R. 3055.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 to include certain
mental health professionals as specialized in-
structional support personnel.

By Ms. HOULAHAN:

H.R. 3056.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

Legislating

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas:

H.R. 3057.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit disclosures related to scope 3
green-house gas emissions for publicly trad-
ed companies

By Mr. KILDEE:

H.R. 3058.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would make the Title IV-B Dili-
gent Recruitment Plan requirements more
robust and require states to use a data-driv-
en approach to recruiting foster parents.

By Mr. KILMER:

H.R. 3059.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

Expanding eligibility under the Federal
Aviation Administration’s Airport Improve-
ment Program (AIP) to allow for certain
projects related to resiliency against natural
disasters and emergency management.

By Mr. KIM of New Jersey:

H.R. 3060.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Small business

By Mr. LALOTA:

H.R. 3061.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title 49, United States Code, to
establish an Aviation Security Checkpoint
Technology Fund in the Department of
Homeland Security to fund investments in
aviation security checkpoint technology.

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ:

H.R. 3062.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article IV, Section 3

The single subject of this legislation is:

Federal land

By Mr. LUCAS:

H.R. 3063.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. constitu-
tion.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Federal securities laws to
enhance 403(b) plans.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 3064.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 17 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution
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The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would redesignate the Office of
Mayor of the District of Columbia as the Of-
fice of the Governor of the District of Colum-
bia and redesignate the Council of the Dis-
trict of Columbia as the Legislative Assem-
bly of the District of Columbia.

By Mr. PHILLIPS:

H.R. 3065.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8, Clause 18, Con-
gress has the power to make all Laws which
shall be necessary and proper for carrying
into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all
other Powers vested by this Constitution in
the Government of the United States, or in
any Department or Officer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

The School Access to Naloxone Act aims to
reduce opioid overdose deaths in young
Americans by incentivizing the stocking of
naloxone and the training of staff on its safe
administration in school settings.

By Mr. POSEY:

H.R. 3066.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Health

By Ms. SALAZAR:

H.R. 3067.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Corruption in Argentina

By Mr. SCHIFF:

H.R. 3068.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to Article I,
Section 8, clause 18 of the United States Con-
stitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

to enusre the provision of equitable health
care services

By Ms. SEWELL:

H.R. 3069.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

ARTICLE 1 SECTION 8 CLAUSE 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title XI of the Social Security
Act to improve access to care for all Medi-
care and Medicaid beneficiaries through
model tested under the Center for Medicare
and Medicaid Innovation.

By Mr. STEIL:

H.R. 3070.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Requires the President, before providing
specified sanctions relief to an Iranian per-
son that is on the list of specially designated
nationals and blocked persons, to certify to
Congress that the person has ceased involve-
ment in terrorism

By Mr. STEUBE:

H.R. 3071.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Small Business Act to re-
quire that credit reporting companies pro-
vide certain protections to small businesses,
and for other purposes.

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 3072.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 4

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:
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Stops funds from being used to implement
activities directed under Executive Order
14019

By Mr. TONKO:

H.R. 3073.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clause 1 of the United States Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill supports the establishment of

community resilience coordinating net-
works.
By Mr. TRONE:
H.R. 3074.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Medicaid Inmate Exclusion
Policy (MIEP) to ensure that states have the
option to provide Medicaid coverage for pre-
trial detainees.

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 3075.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Sec. 8 of the U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Communications Act of 1934
to require providers of cable service and tele-
phone service to charge veterans’ organiza-
tions residential rates for such services, and
for other purposes.

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 3076.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Sec. 8 of the U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title 36, United States Code, to
direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
establish a flag for next of kin of veterans
who die by suicide.

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 3077.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Sec. 8 of the U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title 38, United States Code, to
establish a counseling program for certain
survivor of veterans deceased as the result of
suicide.

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia:

H.R. 3078.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require disclosure of payments for set-
tlements of disputes regarding sexual abuse
and certain types of harassment and dis-
crimination.

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 45: Ms. SCHOLTEN.

. 176: . KILEY.

. 311: . MAST.

. 329: . CRAWFORD.

. 431: . JOYCE of Pennsylvania.

. 435: . HARRIS.

. 472: . GOTTHEIMER.

. 506: . STEUBE and Mrs. SPARTZ.
. 542: . DELBENE.

. 544: . KUSTER and Ms. RoSSs.

. 594: . VASQUEZ.

. 598: . QUIGLEY.

. 608: Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
. 652: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.
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H.R. 700: Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. JOHNSON of
Ohio, and Mr. PASCRELL.

H.R. 709: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas.

H.R. 795: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 797: Ms. CHU.

H.R. 802: Mr. STEUBE.

H.R. 830: Mr. NADLER, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, and
Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 866: Mr. PAYNE and Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ.

H.R. 871: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 902: Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. RUPPERS-

BERGER, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, and Ms. ROSS.

H.R. 915: Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana.

H.R. 936: Ms. VAN DUYNE, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS,
and Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 945: Ms. PEREZ.

H.R. 957: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 1083: Ms. KUSTER and Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 1092: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine.

H.R. 1096: Mr. BOST, Mr. GALLAGHER, Mr.
WITTMAN, and Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 1147: Mr. COSTA.

H.R. 1180: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS.

H.R. 1191: Mrs. Kim of California.

H.R. 1235: Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 1259: Mr. PANETTA, Ms. CHU, and Mr.
SCHIFF.

H.R. 1271: Mr. MAST.

H.R. 1278: Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
OBERNOLTE, and Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 1294: Mr. CROW.

H.R. 1322: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 1351: Ms. MENG, Mr. CASE, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, and Ms. CLARKE of New York.

H.R. 1371: Mr. SMUCKER.

H.R. 1386: Mr. CASTEN.

H.R. 1478: Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 1480: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 1483: Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr.
EVANS, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. KHANNA, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. SAR-
BANES, and Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 1499: Mr. IVEY and Ms. HOYLE of Or-
egon.

H.R. 1572: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 1582: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr.
GROTHMAN, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, and Mr.
LATURNER.

H.R. 1594: Mr. PERRY and Mr. NEHLS.

H.R. 1610: Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. MASSIE, and
Ms. VAN DUYNE.

H.R. 1613: Mr. BACON.

H.R. 1615: Mrs. LESKO.

H.R. 1617: Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Mr. BEAN of Florida, Ms. SE-
WELL, and Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 1624: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York, Mrs.
DINGELL, and Mr. CARBAJAL.

H.R. 1626: Mr. SESSIONS.

H.R. 1629: Mr. CRENSHAW.

H.R. 1634: Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

H.R. 1661: Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1680: Mr. SCHNEIDER.

GRIJALVA, Mr.
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H.R. 1719: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.
H.R. 1757: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 1761: Mr. OBERNOLTE and Mr.
MOOLENAAR.

H.R. 1777: Mr. KUSTOFF.

H.R. 1818: Mr. DoNALDS and Mr.
WESTERMAN.

H.R. 1822: Mr. MURPHY.

H.R. 1833: Mr. LIEU and Mr. KiM of New Jer-
sey.

H.R. 2365: Mr. SMUCKER and Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 2376: Mr. CARSON.

H.R. 2377: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. CURTIS,
Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, and
Mr. KILDEE.

H.R. 2403: Mr. MULLIN and Ms. LEE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 2406: Mr. AMODEI.

H.R. 2411: Mr. SARBANES and Mrs. KIGGANS
of Virginia.

H.R. 2425:
LANDSMAN.

H.R. 2441: Ms. BROWNLEY.

H.R. 2447: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas.

H.R. 2450: Mr. AMODEIL.

H.R. 2457: Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr.
PAYNE, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, and Ms. LEE
of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 2458: Mr. MOSKOWITZ.

H.R. 2485: Mrs. BEATTY.

H.R. 2493: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 2501: Mr. EVANS, Ms. LoOIS FRANKEL of
Florida, Mr. GoMEZ, Ms. HOYLE of Oregon,
Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. MCGOVERN,
Mr. SARBANES, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF,
Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. TITUS, Ms. TOKUDA, and
Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 2534: Ms. MATSUI,
MANN, and Mr. WITTMAN.

H.R. 2539: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky and Mr.
SIMPSON.

H.R. 2547: Ms. McCOLLUM.

H.R. 25655: Mr. MULLIN.

H.R. 2665: Mr. TORRES of New York, Ms.
Velazquez, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. TONKO, Ms.
WATERS, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. PORTER, Mrs.
TRAHAN, Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, Ms.
SEWELL, and Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 2696: Mr. CARSON.

H.R. 2703: Mr. HUFFMAN.

H.R. 2705: Ms. JACOBS.

H.R. 2708: Mr. KiM of New Jersey and Mr.
MRVAN.

H.R. 2728: Mr. CARSON.

H.R. 2742: Mr. TRONE and Mr. JACKSON of I1-
linois.

H.R. 2762: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 2770: Ms. SCHRIER and Mrs. CHAVEZ-
DEREMER.

H.R. 2771: Mr. MEUSER.

H.R. 2794: Mr. SESSIONS.

H.R. 2800: Mr. MOSKOWITZ and Mr. PHIL-
LIPS.

H.R. 2806: Mr. VASQUEZ.

H.R. 2808: Mr. MEUSER.

Mr. GRIJALVA and Mr.

Ms. TLAIB, Mr.
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H.R. 2813: Mr. SMUCKER.

H.R. 2814: Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. VALADAO, and
Mr. BRECHEEN.

H.R. 2874: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 2876: Mr. MOOLENAAR.

H.R. 2905: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois and Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 2923: Ms. PINGREE, Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER, Mr. POSEY, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms.
McCoLLUM, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. CONNOLLY,
Mr. POCAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. TONKO, Mr. DavVIS of North
Carolina, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Mr. DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. SE-
WELL, and Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 2940: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 2947: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York and
Mr. FRY.

H.R. 2948: Mr. STEUBE and Mr. EDWARDS.

H.R. 2952: Ms. SANCHEZ.

H.R. 2960: Mr. STEUBE.

H.R. 2961: Mr. MASSIE, Mr. NORMAN, and
Ms. MACE.

H.R. 2965: Ms. MATSUI, Mr. TONKO, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, and Ms. WILD.

H.R. 2976: Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr. DESAULNIER,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms.
TOKUDA, Ms. Sunchez, Mr. MAGAZINER, and
Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 2987: Mr. BOWMAN.

H.R. 3029: Mr. CRENSHAW and Ms. SCHRIER.

H.R. 3034: Mr. JACKSON of Texas and Mr.
DONALDS.

H.J. Res. 12: Mr. BACON.

H.J. Res. 45: Mr. CAREY, Mr. CLYDE, Mr.
JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr. JORDAN, and Ms.
TENNEY.

H. Con. Res.
HOULAHAN.

H. Con. Res. 29: Mr. NEWHOUSE.

H. Con. Res. 33: Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. NICK-
EL, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. CASE, Ms. BUDZINSKI,
Mr. VARGAS, and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H. Res. 126: Mr. GREEN of Texas.

H. Res. 149: Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr. PALLONE,
Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. STANTON, Mr. CARDENAS,
and Mr. STEUBE.

H. Res. 154: Mr. CoSTA and Mr. GOLDMAN of
New York.

H. Res. 259: Ms. BONAMICI.

H. Res. 288: Mr. SORENSEN, Mr. MILLS, Mr.
PFLUGER, Mr. LIEU, and Mr. AUCHINCLOSS.

H. Res. 318: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. ALLRED,
Mr. CoSTA, Mr. PAYNE, Ms. SALAZAR, Mrs.
RADEWAGEN, Mr. BARR, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms.
TITUS, and Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE.

H. Res. 320: Mr. LIEU and Ms. TITUS.

H. Res. 335: Ms. DEGETTE.

H. Res. 336: Mr. STEUBE.

H. Res. 346: Mr. GooD of Virginia, Mr.
BALDERSON, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mrs. MILLER-
MEEKS, and Mr. FITZGERALD.

28: Mr. EMMER and Ms.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the
State of Georgia.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, our hope and guide,
during this season where each day
seems to bring news we find difficult to
believe, we continue to trust Your sov-
ereignty. Look with mercy upon our
Senators in these challenging times.
Draw them close to You and each other
in humility so they will sincerely seek
to find common ground.

As they seek to confront history’s
surprises, may they not lean only on
their abilities but put their ultimate
trust in You. Lord, prepare them to ex-
pect and celebrate the healing inter-
vention of Your powerful providence.

We pray in Your magnificent Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 2, 2023.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK,
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.
————
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————
MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-

ENDAR EN BLOC—S. 1395 and H.R.
2811

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first,
a little housekeeping: I understand
that there are two bills at the desk due
for a second reading en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The leader is correct.

The clerk will read the bills by title
for the second time, en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 1395) to temporarily suspend the
debt limit through December 31, 2024.

A bill (H.R. 2811) to provide for a respon-
sible increase to the debt ceiling, and for
other purposes.

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the
bills on the Calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceedings, en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The objection having been heard,
the bills will be placed on the Calendar.

————
DEBT CEILING

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now,
yesterday, Treasury Secretary Janet

Yellen released a letter warning that
the U.S. government will likely default
on its obligations as soon as June 1,
only 30 days away.

Rather than listen to reason, Speak-
er MCCARTHY has caved to extremists.
By passing the ‘“Default on America
Act,” he has handed the keys over to
the House Freedom Caucus, many of
whom are more than happy to let the
United States default if they don’t get
every last cut and every last unrelated,
hard-right policy that had been added
to this bill chockablock. Every one of
them they want. As one House Free-
dom Caucus Member said plainly,
Speaker MCCARTHY ‘‘cannot get to 218
with changes to this deal.”

Let me read that again so everyone
hears it. This is where we are at. A
House Freedom Caucus Member—each
of whom, as we know, has great power
in the House because they didn’t
change their rules—as one Freedom
Caucus Member has said, plainly,
Speaker MCCARTHY ‘‘cannot get to 218
with changes to this deal.”

But, as is obvious to just about any-
one who looks at this, the ‘‘Default on
America Act’ has no future in the Sen-
ate. Consequently, Speaker MCCARTHY
has created a situation where he know-
ingly passed an extreme bill, has been
boxed by his Republican colleagues
into a corner, and now has little room
to maneuver, lest he provoke the ire of
the House Freedom Caucus.

McCarthy is giving us two terrible
options: Either default on the debt or
default on our country, with steep, se-
vere, devastating cuts to things like
law enforcement, veterans, families,
teachers, kids, even cancer research.
The only real option that does not hurt
the American people is a clean, bipar-
tisan bill to avert default.

As Americans look at the ‘‘Default
on America Act,” which the House just
passed, they will discover that it reads
less like a plan for averting default and
more like a House Freedom Caucus
manifesto.
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The ‘‘Default on America Act’’ would
tear at the fabric of American society,
imposing dramatic cuts to our public
security, cutting law enforcement dra-
matically at a time when we need help
from them; the cruel abandonment of
veterans when we should be defending
our veterans; terrible job losses at a
time when this last Congress, under
Democratic control, started bringing
jobs back from overseas to America, on
chip fab, on manufacturing, on bat-
teries, and so many other things;
blocking access to affordable
healthcare—over 21 million Americans
could lose the healthcare gains that we
have made over the last while—and
brutal attacks on working families
across the board.

In fact, nothing about the ‘‘Default
on America Act” has been on the level.

Let me quote something that Speak-
er MCCARTHY said right after becoming
Speaker. This is a quote from KEVIN
MCCARTHY:

I want to give all Americans a personal in-
vitation, you are welcome to see this body at
work. No longer will the doors be closed, but
the debates will be open . . . from the com-
mittee rooms to this floor, we commit to
pursue the truth passionately and embrace
debate.

Well, let’s go over that one. No more
closed doors? Give me a break. The
“Default on America” bill was written
entirely behind closed doors, without a
shred of transparency. This bill, which
so dramatically and deeply and harm-
fully hurts America, was done entirely
behind closed doors.

Debates will be in the open? How
many committee debates did the House
GOP hold on their ‘‘Default on America
Act”’? How many expert witnesses were
invited? How many amendments from
the Democratic side were allowed to be
presented?

Again, the truth is, ‘‘Default on
America” is an extremist bill that
would never have a shot at passing
muster with the American public on its
own. As such, everything about this
bill was rushed, was secret, was the an-
tithesis of open and transparent.
McCarthy’s words ring hollow. The
American people deserve better.

Now, if Republicans refuse to level
with the American people about their
bill, Senate Democrats are more than
happy to do it. We will show the Amer-
ican people how the ‘‘Default on Amer-
ica Act” will decimate Federal law en-
forcement in this country, erasing
nearly 30,000 law enforcement jobs and
leaving border security hanging out to
dry. We will show how the ‘“‘Default on
America Act’” is a direct assault on
families. It slashes childcare, cuts Pell
Grant funding, and even takes aim at
programs as popular and beneficial as
Meals on Wheels.

I mean, do Republicans seriously
think that is the way to avoid default,
by depriving our country from the crit-
ical resources to feed hungry Ameri-
cans?

And we will show the American peo-
ple how the ‘‘Default on America” is
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chock-full of totally irrelevant, hard-
right goodies that would deregulate
fossil fuels, empower the biggest cor-
porations, give tax giveaways to the
ultrarich, and impose cruel and un-
popular attacks on working families.

We will take the first step to expose
these atrocities on Thursday, when the
Senate Budget Committee holds hear-
ings on how the ‘‘Default on America
Act” will weaken our economy and
slash hundreds of thousands of jobs. It
will be the very first legislative hear-
ing in either House that looks at what
“Default on America’ does, and there
will be more hearings to follow.

If Republicans want to sell their
awful agenda to the American people,
they are welcome to do so in debates
about the budget and the appropria-
tions process. That is where these de-
bates have always happened, not in the
middle of a default crisis that now
stares us in the face.

As Democrats expose the ‘“‘Default on
America’ bill for what it is, our posi-
tion remains the same, both parties
should do what we have done in the
past, the last three times default faced
us: Both parties should pass a clean, bi-
partisan bill to avoid default together,
before—before—we hit the critical June
1 deadline.

——————

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now,
on Senate business, today will be an-
other busy day on the Senate floor, as
we continue confirming more highly
qualified judicial nominees to serve on
the Federal bench.

Yesterday, we confirmed an out-
standing circuit judge to a lifetime ap-
pointment for the Ninth Circuit.
Today, we will continue to build on our
efforts to restore balance to the Fed-
eral bench by holding votes on three
more outstanding nominees.

The Senate will hold two votes this
morning to advance two district court
judges, and, later this afternoon, we
will have three votes on President
Biden’s highly qualified judicial nomi-
nees.

And members should be aware that I
filed cloture last night on two addi-
tional judges, and that moving their
nominations forward will be a top pri-
ority for the Senate this week.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-

dered.
——
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.
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U.S. SUPREME COURT

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
today, Democrats on the Judiciary
Committee are holding a hearing that
is ostensibly about Supreme Court eth-
ics reform. Really, it is just another
chapter in Washington Democrats’
three-decade-long campaign to under-
mine the Federal Judiciary at any
cost.

There were the absurd smear cam-
paigns aimed at jurists like Robert
Bork and Janice Rogers Brown. There
were the uncorroborated accusations
held back with last-minute surprises
against the nominations of Justice
Thomas and Justice Kavanaugh. There
was the silly attempt at a boycott by
Democrats on the committee who
didn’t want to engage with Justice
Barrett.

Washington Democrats apparently
find a textualist Court that upholds
our written Constitution to be a
mighty unappealing proposition. They
made that clear for 30-plus years.

And in the last few years, the hos-
tility has reached reckless new highs: a
sitting Senator stirring up crowds from
the steps of the Court, naming Justices
who would pay the price; unhinged ac-
tivists marching on Justices’ family
homes; publishing the locations of
their children’s schools; and fueling a
frenzy that had one unstable person lit-
erally—literally—plotting to assas-
sinate a member of the Court; and At-
torney General Garland simply refus-
ing to enforce clear Federal law and
stop illegal mob protests at judges’
homes.

Now we have the next raft of silly
personal attacks. This time, the left
and some of their media allies want the
American people to gasp in horror—in
horror—that one Supreme Court Jus-
tice vacations with his friends, that an-
other one sold his house when he
moved, and that Chief Justice Roberts’
wife has a career outside the home.

The Democrats even tried to pressure
Chief Justice Roberts to trade the Su-
preme Court for their kangaroo court
and show up in person today to hear
them grandstand, a totally inappro-
priate request, as the Chief’s polite and
fact-based reply made clear.

For goodness’ sake, we now have Sen-
ate Democrats openly threatening to
defund the Court’s budget by the exact
amount they need for security to pro-
tect the Justices and their families if
the Justices don’t reorganize internal
affairs the way some Democrats want.

Every 5 minutes, the Democratic
Party wants to give lectures about up-
holding our institutions and protecting
democracy. But just as often, they find
a way to undertake a reckless attack
against the courts and the rule of law.

So look, I am proud of how our Na-
tion’s highest Court has weathered
these latest baseless attempts to at-
tack its authority. I believe in the in-
tegrity and honesty of all nine Jus-
tices—all nine of them. They should
pay the partisan grandstanding no
mind at all.
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UKRAINE

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President, now
on entirely different matter, there was
a remarkable exchange yesterday when
a Russian reporter tried to put false
words in Speaker MCCARTHY’s mouth
about alleged Republican opposition to
helping Ukraine defeat Russian aggres-
sion.

Well, the Speaker put him in his
place and shut him down. He reminded
everyone of his ongoing support of aid
to Ukraine and of Republicans’ com-
mitment to help our friends win. Re-
publicans are the party of American
strength, at home and abroad. And that
includes standing up to would-be ty-
rants who are invading sovereign coun-
tries, killing innocent people, and put-
ting the core national interests of the
United States at risk.

Equipping Ukraine to defend itself is
a direct investment in America’s own
national security—our national secu-
rity. As brave Ukrainians degrade the
Russian military on the frontlines, a
major threat to Western security and
economic prosperity gets weaker.

In the meantime, our own defense ca-
pabilities are actually getting strong-
er. A large part of the security assist-
ance appropriated for Ukraine actually
funds the production of new cutting-
edge capabilities for the U.S. military
and supports good-paying jobs for
skilled American workers right here at
home.

Unfortunately, it is the administra-
tion whose policies have been slow and
halting. Since the beginning of Rus-
sia’s escalation, the Biden administra-
tion had lagged several steps behind
the pace of relevance in delivering de-
cisive aid to Ukraine. Every approval
of new assistance has required agoniz-
ing deliberations and prodding from
congressional Republicans and Demo-
crats alike. This was the case with the
Stinger and Javelin systems the
Ukrainians needed to drive back Rus-
sian convoys and Polish fighter jets
that stood waiting on the tarmac, with
the HIMARS and Harpoons and PA-
TRIOT systems they needed to put the
invaders on the back foot and the
Abrams tanks they needed to support a
counteroffensive and now with the
cluster munitions, longer range fires,
and fourth-generation fighter jets our
friends need to actually turn the tide.
At every single mile marker—every
one—the Biden administration has
dithered—dithered—unnecessarily.

It is time for the President to get se-
rious about victory and invest in
American strength.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Michael
Farbiarz, of New Jersey, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of New Jersey.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

DEBT CEILING

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, it is
about time. Ninety days after his last
meeting with Speaker MCCARTHY and
after weeks of pointblank refusal to en-
gage in discussion, President Biden fi-
nally agreed to meet with the Speaker
about debt ceiling legislation.

I will say it again. It is about time. If
the administration’s estimate is cor-
rect, the United States is mere weeks
away from reaching the limit of its
borrowing capacity—which means, of
course, that the President has to reach
an agreement with the Republican-led
House of Representatives on a debt
ceiling bill, but the President has been
completely AWOL on this issue.

While I am very pleased that the
President’s Treasury Secretary has ap-
parently managed to convey the ur-
gency of the situation to the President
and that the President is actually
going to sit down with Speaker MCCAR-
THY , it remains to be seen how seri-
ously the President will take negotia-
tions.

He certainly hasn’t been taking this
issue seriously so far.

House Republicans, on the other
hand, have been taking this issue seri-
ously. They have offered legislation to
raise the debt ceiling, paired with
spending reforms to slow the rate at
which we are accumulating debt. But
up until 18 hours ago, the President
was refusing to engage on the issue at
all.

The day Republicans passed their
debt ceiling legislation last week, the
President was asked if he would sit
down with Speaker MCCARTHY to nego-
tiate on the debt limit. His reply: I am
happy to meet with the Speaker but
not on the debt limit. The debt limit
isn’t negotiable.

In other words, it is my way or the
highway. You either accept my posi-
tion on the debt limit—a debt ceiling
increase with no spending reforms—or I
will let our Nation default.

If that is not an unserious position, I
don’t know what is.

The fact is, in recent history, in-
creases in the debt limit have almost
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always been the result of negotiations,
and 7 of the last 10—7 of the last 10—
debt limit increases have included
some mix of policy or budgetary
changes rather than simply a straight
increase. No matter how much Presi-
dent Biden would like his word on the
debt ceiling to be law, the fact of the
matter is that in our system of govern-
ment the President does not have abso-
lute power. And when the American
people have sent divided government to
Washington, as they did in the last
election, then if you can’t persuade the
other side to see things your way, you
have to negotiate. You have to com-
promise.

President Biden understood this at
one time. Back in 2011, here is what
then-Vice President Biden had to say
about lawmakers who didn’t want to
negotiate on a debt ceiling increase:

How can you explain the fact that grown
men and women are unwilling to budge up
till now, and still some of them are still un-
willing to budge, by taking an absolute posi-
tion: “My way or no way.”” That’s not gov-
erning. That’s no way to govern. You can’t
govern that way.

That from President,
President, Biden back in 2011.

Then-Vice President Biden was right,
and I am very much hoping that he will
remember those words now and not
only sit down with Speaker MCCARTHY
but actually commit to reaching a
compromise.

I was not encouraged by a reference
from the Senate Democratic leader’s
office to sitting down with congres-
sional leaders to discuss a ‘‘clean” debt
limit bill. That hardly displays an un-
derstanding of the fact that any debt
ceiling legislation will require com-
promise between the White House and
House Republicans.

It is also the height of hypocrisy for
the Democrat leader to talk about a
“‘clean’ debt limit bill when just a few
years ago he was using the debt ceiling
as leverage to negotiate with President
Trump. But, apparently, ‘‘one rule for
me, another for thee’” are the Demo-
crats’ watchwords.

Our Nation’s debt situation is very
serious. Our current national debt is
over $31 trillion—yes, $31 trillion—and
it is projected to grow to more than $50
trillion over the next decade, at least if
the President’s budget were to be
adopted. That is an unfathomable
amount of money, and more to the
point, it is an entirely dangerous
amount of money.

Our national debt has already exceed-
ed the size of our economy, which is a
very dangerous marker to hit. Under
our current trajectory, by 2033, debt
held by the public will be at the high-
est level relative to GDP—relative to
the size of our economy—literally, in
history, exceeding even post-World War
II levels.

In fact, according to the nonpartisan
Committee for a Responsible Federal
Budget, 50 cents of every dollar our
country borrows in the next 10 years
will go just toward paying interest on
our national debt.

then-Vice



S1448

Debt at that level threatens eco-
nomic growth. It sucks money away
from essential government spending on
things like Social Security and Medi-
care and our national defense, and it
leaves us excessively dependent on
other countries, sometimes hostile
countries, that hold our Nation’s debt.
And for all of those reasons and more,
it threatens our national security.

House Republicans are absolutely
right to take this opportunity to insist
on some attempt to at least slow our
rate of spending, and the American
people would seem to agree. A recent
poll found that 65 percent of Ameri-
cans—including—including 58 percent
of Democrats, believe that the ‘‘debt
ceiling debate is a good time to force
tough issues, like cutting future spend-
ing to reduce the deficit.” That is the
way the question was worded in the
poll.

Let me just repeat that.

Sixty-five percent of Americans, in-
cluding fifty-eight percent of Demo-
crats, believe that the ‘‘debt ceiling de-
bate is a good time to force tough
issues, like cutting future spending to
reduce the deficit.” Let’s hope that
Democrats are paying attention.

The ball is in the President’s court.
House Republicans have been at the
table for a while now. They have of-
fered ideas. They have put forward and
passed legislation. Now it is up to
President Biden. He can either get seri-
ous about this fundamental responsi-
bility, engage in real negotiations with
Speaker MCCARTHY , and arrive at a
genuine compromise on debt ceiling
legislation or he can continue to refuse
to meaningfully engage on this issue
and ensure that his Presidency will be
remembered not just for a massive in-
flation crisis but for a Democratic de-
fault on the debt. The choice is his.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PADILLA). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be able to
complete my full statement prior to
the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATIONS OF MICHAEL FARBIARZ AND
ROBERT KIRSCH

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to support two
remarkable, dedicated, and exception-
ally qualified nominees to serve on the
U.S. District Court of New Jersey: Mr.
Michael Farbiarz and Mr. Robert
Kirsch. Both nominees represent the
best that our State has to offer. Both
have served with distinction in various
roles. Both deserve to be swiftly con-
firmed to the district court.

Consider the distinguished public
service career of Mr. Farbiarz. A resi-
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dent of Glen Ridge, NJ, he has served
as an assistant U.S. attorney, as
cochief of the Terrorism and Inter-
national Narcotics Unit, and general
counsel of the New York-New Jersey
Port Authority. His relentless work
ethic in every role has made him a
shining star in New Jersey’s legal com-
munity—a representation that is not
given but earned.

And whether serving in the leader-
ship roles that he has had, enforcing
our laws as a Federal prosecutor, or
providing legal counsel to those who
serve on the Port Authority commis-
sion, his breadth and depth of legal ex-
perience prepare him well to continue
his service to the Garden State as a
fair and effective Federal judge.

Like Mr. Farbiarz, Robert Kirsch is a
dedicated public servant who has been
capably serving on the Superior Court
of New Jersey for over a decade. A na-
tive of South Orange, he was sponsored
for his position by then-State Senator
ToMm KEAN, Jr., a Republican, and was
appointed by Governor Corzine, a Dem-
ocrat.

Throughout his tenure, Judge Kirsch
has consistently earned bipartisan sup-
port in his long and impressive career
in public service. He holds a wealth of
experience both as a jurist and a
former Federal prosecutor, and while
presiding over a busy docket of crimi-
nal cases, Judge Kirsch has consist-
ently chosen to do what is right, not
what comes easy.

Outside of the courtroom, Robert
Kirsch is a devoted advocate for public
safety and the well-being of his com-
munity. In particular, he has led a pas-
sionate effort to improve New Jersey’s
juvenile justice system, earning him
numerous awards and widespread rec-
ognition. This commitment to fairness
and impartiality—values he has dem-
onstrated throughout his career—will
surely be an asset while serving on the
Federal bench.

I submit to my colleagues that Mr.
Farbiarz and Judge Kirsch are two phe-
nomenal nominees to fill New Jersey’s
final judicial vacancies. They have
earned ‘‘well qualified” ratings from
the American Bar Association. They
have letters of support from both the
New Jersey State Bar Association and
the Association of the Federal Bar of
New Jersey.

In short, they are the final pieces of
the puzzle as I, alongside Senator
BOOKER and the Biden administration,
have worked to fill not one, not two,
but eight vacancies that were existing.
There was a judicial emergency on the
District Court of New Jersey. At the
beginning of the last Congress, the
number of vacancies was so dire that it
was deemed a ‘‘judicial emergency.”’ In
one of the busiest courts in America,
work ground to a halt as a result, cre-
ating a backlog that delayed justice for
victims of crime and plaintiffs in
court.

We had our work cut out for us, but
by putting our heads down and our
noses to the grindstone, Senator BOOK-
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ER and I can now proudly say we have
shepherded eight well-qualified nomi-
nees through the process. These are in-
dividuals who believe in precedent; who
are not judicial activists; who are, in
essence, in the mainstream of the law.
All that remains is for this body and
our colleagues to join us in confirming
these final two nominees to their roles.

It will be a great day for the State of
New Jersey and for our country as we
vote to elevate Michael Farbiarz and
Robert Kirsch to the Federal bench. We
thank them both for their incredibly
dedicated service, and I certainly look
forward to thanking my colleagues for
their dutiful consideration of these two
nominees on the floor.

With that, Mr. President, I yield the
floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 121, Mi-
chael Farbiarz, of New Jersey, to be United
States District Judge for the District of New
Jersey.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Brian Schatz, John W. Hickenlooper,
Margaret Wood Hassan, Gary C. Peters,
Mark Kelly, Jack Reed, Tammy
Duckworth, Christopher Murphy, Shel-
don Whitehouse, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Mazie K. Hirono, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, Tammy Bald-
win, Angus S. King, Jr., Alex Padilla,
Robert Menendez, Michael F. Bennet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Michael Farbiarz, of New Jersey, to
be United States District Judge for the
District of New Jersey, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) is necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 65,
nays 34, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 102 Ex.]

YEAS—65
Baldwin Fetterman Menendez
Bennet Gillibrand Merkley
Blumenthal Graham Moran
Booker Grassley Mullin
Boozman Hassan Murkowski
Brown Heinrich Murphy
Budd Hickenlooper Murray
Cantwell Hirono Ossoff
Cardin Kaine Padilla
Carper Kelly Peters
Casey Kennedy Reed
Collins King Romney
Coons Klobuchar Rosen
Cortez Masto Lujan Rounds
Cotton Manchin Sanders
Duckworth Markey Schatz
Durbin McConnell Schumer
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Shaheen Tillis Welch
Sinema Van Hollen Whitehouse
Smith Warner Wyden
Stabenow Warnock Young
Tester Warren
NAYS—34
Barrasso Fischer Risch
Blackburn Hagerty Rubio
Braun Hawley Schmitt
Britt Hoeven Scott (FL)
Capito Hyde-Smith Scott (SC)
Cassidy Johnson Sullivan
Cornyn Lankford Thune
Cramer Lee Tuberville
Crapo Lummis Vance
Cruz Marshall Wicker
Daines Paul
Ernst Ricketts
NOT VOTING—1
Feinstein
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HICKENLOOPER). The yeas are 65, the
nays are 34.
The motion is agreed to.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 122, Robert
Kirsch, of New Jersey, to be United States
District Judge for the District of New Jer-
sey.
Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,

Brian Schatz, John W. Hickenlooper,

Margaret Wood Hassan, Gary C. Peters,

Mark Kelly, Jack Reed, Tammy

Duckworth, Christopher Murphy, Shel-

don Whitehouse, Catherine Cortez

Masto, Mazie K. Hirono, Benjamin L.

Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, Tammy Bald-

win, Angus S. King, Jr., Alex Padilla,

Robert Menendez, Michael F. Bennet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Robert Kirsch, of New Jersey, to be
United States District Judge for the
District of New Jersey, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) is necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 57,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 103 Ex.]

YEAS—57
Baldwin Coons Hirono
Bennet Cortez Masto Kaine
Blumenthal Duckworth Kelly
Booker Durbin King
Brown Fetterman Klobuchar
Cantwell Gillibrand Lujan
Cardin Graham Manchin
Carper Hassan Markey
Casey Heinrich McConnell
Collins Hickenlooper Menendez
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Merkley Rounds Tester
Murkowski Rubio Tillis
Murphy Sanders Van Hollen
Murray Schatz Warner
Ossoff Schumer Warnock
Padilla Shaheen Warren
Peters Sinema Welch
Reed Smith Whitehouse
Rosen Stabenow Wyden
NAYS—42
Barrasso Ernst Mullin
Blackburn Fischer Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Romney
Budd Hoeven Schmitt
Capito Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Sullivan
Cotton Lankford Thune
Cramer Lee Tuberville
Crapo Lummis Vance
Cruz Marshall Wicker
Daines Moran Young
NOT VOTING—1
Feinstein
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

LUJAN). On this vote, the yeas are 57,
the nays are 42.
The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Robert Kirsch,
of New Jersey, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of New Jer-
sey.

NOMINATION OF MICHAEL ETAN FARBIARZ

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm Mi-
chael Etan Farbiarz to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of New Jer-
sey.

Born in New York, NY, Mr. Farbiarz
received his A.B. from Harvard Univer-
sity in 1995. After graduation, he stud-
ied as a Fiske Scholar at Trinity Col-
lege, Cambridge University, from 1995
to 1996 before earning his J.D. from
Yale Law School in 1999. He then
clerked for Judge Michael B. Mukasey
on the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York from
1999 to 2000 and Judge Jose Cabranes on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sec-
ond Circuit from 2000 to 2001.

Mr. Farbiarz began his legal career in
2001 as an associate at a law firm in
New York City, where he worked for 3
years and tried two cases. In 2004, he
joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office for
the Southern District of New York—
SDNY—as an assistant U.S. Attorney.
Over the course of a decade, Mr.
Farbiarz led more than 100 investiga-
tions, tried 7 cases, and argued 13 ap-
peals before the Second Circuit. Within
b years, he rose to serve as the deputy
chief of the Terrorism and National Se-
curity Unit for 1 year and was further
elevated to serve as the cochief of the
Terrorism and International Narcotics
Unit for 4 years.

After leaving the SDNY, Mr. Farbiarz
became a senior fellow at New York
University Law School from 2014 to
2016 and worked as an adjunct instruc-
tor at Columbia Law School in 2014.
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Most recently, Mr. Farbiarz has served
as the general counsel of the Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jersey
since 2016.

The American Bar Association has
unanimously rated Mr. Farbiarz ‘“‘well
qualified” to serve on the District of
New Jersey. Senators MENENDEZ and
BOOKER strongly support his nomina-
tion as well.

I will be supporting this outstanding
nominee, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to do the same.

———

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess subject to the call of the
Chair.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 1:25 p.m., recessed subject to the call
of the Chair and reassembled at 2:38
p.m. when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. LUJAN).

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

VOTE ON FARBIARZ NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Farbiarz nomination?

Mr. BROWN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 65,
nays 34, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 104 Ex.]

YEAS—65
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Romney
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Rounds
Boozman Kelly Sanders
Brown Kfannedy Schatz
Budd King Schumer
Cant_well Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Lee Sinema
Carper Lujan Smith
Casey Manchin
Collins Markey Stabenow
Coons McConnell Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez Tillis
Cotton Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Moran Warner
Durbin Murkowski Warnock
Fetterman Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Welch
Graham Ossoff Whitehouse
Grassley Padilla Wyden
Hassan Peters Young
NAYS—34

Barrasso Fischer Risch
Blackburn Hagerty Rubio
Braun Hawley Schmitt
Britt Hoeven Scott (FL)
Capito Hyde-Smith Scott (SC)
Cassidy Johnson Sullivan
gornyn Eanqurd Thune

ramer ummis ;
Crapo Marshall ?[ubervllle

N ance

Cruz Mullin Wicker
Daines Paul
Ernst Ricketts
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NOT VOTING—1
Feinstein

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WELCH). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

NUCLEAR REVITALIZATION

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, today
I would like to talk about nuclear revi-
talization for a few minutes.

I want to make two overarching
points. First, no sane person wants a
nuclear war. No sane person wants a
nuclear war. But, No. 2, peace through
weakness never works—never. When
the United States built much of its nu-
clear stockpile, the Cold War was rag-
ing, and the Soviet Union was our only
major adversary with a sophisticated
nuclear stockpile. We remember those
days. Our nuclear power deterred So-
viet aggression and made sure the Cold
War never escalated.

But today, fast forward, we no longer
face just one threat. Russia still main-
tains the world’s largest nuclear arse-
nal, but China’s nuclear stockpile is
growing rapidly. North Korea, as we
know, continues to threaten our allies
with its collection of nuclear weapons.
And thanks to the disastrous nuclear
deal with Iran, Iran is marching ever
closer to developing a nuclear weapon
of its own.

So here is where the United States
finds itself today. The United States
must now counter nuclear superpowers
in both China and Russia while also de-
terring the itchy trigger fingers of un-
stable dictators like Kim Jong Un and
the Ayatollah in Iran.

We should be innovating and pre-
paring our nuclear arsenal for this new
global dynamic. But, instead, our nu-
clear stockpile remains stuck in the
Cold War, and that is just a fact. Put
simply: America’s nuclear stockpile is
old, and it is shrinking. And while
modernizing our nuclear arsenal should
be a top priority, our effort to restart
nuclear weapon production has been
riddled with delays and poor planning
and we do not have time to waste.

The United States has not built a
single nuclear warhead since the close
of the Cold War. Let me say that again.
The United States has not built a sin-
gle nuclear warhead since the close of
the Cold War. Instead, we have focused
on what we call Life Extension Pro-
grams to keep our old weapons oper-
ational by refurbishing them. Those
that aren’t refurbished are destroyed.

From 1994 until 2020, the United
States dismantled 11,683 total nuclear
warheads. And this total does not in-
clude the 2,000 other warheads that
have been retired while awaiting their
own demolition as well. Most of our nu-
clear warheads are decades old. The fa-
cilities where we built and store these
are even older. As recently as 2019, the
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computer system controlling our nu-
clear weapons ran on floppy disks. I kid
you not.

Today, we are so far behind in our
nuclear revitalization that we cannot
even produce plutonium pits. Pluto-
nium pits are an essential component
of every nuclear weapon. Plutonium
pits sit at the center of a warhead.
They are not all that different from
pits in a peach. The pit is essential be-
cause it triggers the nuclear explosion.
Plutonium pits do not last forever.
They can only sit inside a weapon for
roughly 100 years before we must re-
place them. The clock is ticking on our
Cold War-era weapons.

During the Cold War, the United
States produced more than 1,000 pluto-
nium pits per year. And without pluto-
nium pits, you can’t have a nuclear
weapon. But the United States has not
regularly manufactured plutonium pits
since 1989. In fact, the United States
has not produced a single warhead-
ready plutonium pit since 2012. As you
would imagine, our nuclear engineers
cannot just stop by the hardware store
to pick these up. It doesn’t work that
way. Pit production is a very complex,
a very expensive, and a very time-con-
suming process.

But our adversaries haven’t stopped.
Our adversaries certainly haven’t
stopped. China, Russia, North Korea,
Pakistan all continue to produce pluto-
nium pits to ready their arsenals. Yet
the U.S.A. fell asleep at the wheel and
let our plutonium pit production die off
almost entirely.

Keeping our nuclear arsenal in shape
is sort of like keeping your body in
shape. If you stop exercising all to-
gether, it will be very painful when you
start it again. The United States is
learning this the hard way.

In 2014, the Department of Energy
and the Department of Defense deter-
mined that it would need at least 4,000
new plutonium pits—4,000, not 40, not
400, 4,000 new plutonium pits—to re-
place the aging pits in our current
weapons as part of our larger refurbish-
ment strategy. New pits are also need-
ed for any new weapons that we choose
to build.

Department officials determined that
the United States would need to
produce a minimum of 80 plutonium
pits per year by 2030 to be able to reach
our national security goals by 2080. To
meet this goal, Congress passed a bill,
and in that bill, we instructed the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion—we call it the NNSA—to resume
plutonium pit production in two sepa-
rate facilities in 2015. Congress tasked
the Los Alamos National Laboratory in
New Mexico with a goal of 30 pits per
year, and we tasked the Savannah
River Site in North Carolina with the
remaining 50 to achieve the 80-pluto-
nium-pits-per-year capacity.

But that hasn’t happened. I meant it
when I said we fell asleep. That hasn’t
happened. Pit production has been
postponed and postponed and post-
poned.
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Most recently, NNSA Administrator
Jill Hruby estimated the United States
will hit its production goal sometime
in 2036, 6 years later than projected.
The delays are so significant—so sig-
nificant—that in 2021, the commander
of the U.S. Strategic Command testi-
fied before Congress that no amount of
funding—no amount of money—would
have been enough to get the NNSA to
its production capacity goal by 2030.
That is what happens when you fall
asleep. That is what happens when you
stop exercising.

These new pits are not just nice to
have; they are essential for developing
new weapons to deter aggression from
hostile nations. Consider what our
military calls the W87-1 Modification
Program. Under this program, the
United States is developing—or trying
to develop—a new warhead that would
ride atop the next generation of ICBMs.
And an ICBM, of course, is an inter-
continental ballistic missile.

But these new weapons cannot run on
old plutonium pits; they require a new
design. The delayed pit production
means that these warheads and our
ability to deter China’s growing arse-
nal is delayed as well.

Now, I understand that plutonium pit
production is not simple. And like
many other workplaces in our wonder-
ful country, supply chain issues and a
shortage of qualified workers created
unexpected problems for our capacity
goals. I get that. But there is a dif-
ference—there is a stark difference—
between encountering unexpected chal-
lenges and simply failing to prepare,
and investigations show the NNSA has
not taken its preparation seriously
enough.

The Government Accountability Of-
fice, one of our watchdogs, determined
that the NNSA lacked both a com-
prehensive schedule and a cost esti-
mate for its plutonium projects. Impor-
tantly, the NNSA also lacked an inte-
grative master schedule that can be
used to coordinate everything from
production to staff. Administration of-
ficials recently announced better, more
concrete schedules and cost estimates,
but that cannot make up for the valu-
able time we have already wasted. It
can’t. And concerningly, the NNSA re-
mains on the Government Account-
ability Office’s list of organizations
that are at high risk for ‘‘fraud, waste,
abuse and mismanagement’’ because of
its practices.

It gives me no joy to point these
things out.

Modernizing our nuclear stockpile is
essential for maintaining our national
security and affirming our position as
a global leader. Our weapons don’t only
protect Americans—we know that.
They protect our allies. As part of our
extended deterrent strategy, we have
agreed to help defend our allies who
don’t have nuclear weapons of their
own, in large part to deter them from
getting nuclear weapons.

But our allies aren’t stupid. They see
our antiquated stockpile, and they
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wonder if we can follow through on our
promise to protect them if they them-
selves do not acquire nuclear weapons.
Take our friends in South Korea. They
announced their doubts earlier this
year. South Korea has considered de-
veloping its own weapons because its
leaders do not know if America’s arse-
nal is ready to answer the call if, God
forbid, South Korea ever faces an im-
minent nuclear threat.

Now, our friends in South Korea—and
they are dear friends—they are not
going to say that in stark terms, but
we know from our diplomatic relations
that is how they feel. The good news is
that after some recent negotiations,
our friends in South Korea—our ally,
South Korea—reaffirmed its commit-
ment to work with the United States.

But this situation, I bring it up be-
cause it showcases the severity of our
problem. The people of South Korea are
our friends. They are our allies. They
embrace democracy as we do. But if
they are doubting our capabilities, our
adversaries are, too. You can bet on
that. Look no further than China.

Now I don’t hate China. I don’t hate
the Chinese people. They are wonderful
human beings with souls like all of us,
and they have the right to freedom and
self-determination. I don’t want a Cold
War with China. I don’t want a hot war
with China. But according to the Pen-
tagon, China already has more inter-
continental ballistic missiles than the
United States.

In 2001, China had 400 nuclear war-
heads. At the rate it is growing, by
2035, China will have 1,500—far out-
pacing—far outpacing—the Pentagon’s
initial projections.

China is also rapidly innovating. The
Chinese military has been testing nu-
clear-capable hypersonic missiles.
These nuclear-capable hypersonic mis-
siles can fly five times the speed of
sound. That is roughly 3,800 miles an
hour. A few weapons that China is also
testing could leave its intended target
only minutes to respond.

The United States of America cannot
continue inching along while China
quadruples its arsenal with newer and
faster nuclear weapons.

The days when we could neglect our
nuclear stockpile without risking our
national security are over. Our ability
to deter unstable nuclear powers and
maintain a peaceful world relies on our
ability to continue innovating in ways
only freedom-loving Americans can.
But these vital projects rely on our
plutonium pit production, and failing
to produce pits at full capacity is just
not acceptable.

As the ranking member on the Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Energy
and Water Development, I know we
will continue our focus on this issue.
As we modernize, we must modernize
our nuclear stockpile for the peace and
safety of generations to come, and I
urge my colleagues to make it a pri-
ority as well.

We cannot fix this problem over-
night. We didn’t develop this problem
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overnight. But if we continue to work
in a bipartisan fashion, we can restore
our stockpile.

We must restore our stockpile. It is
time for the United States to get seri-
ous about revitalizing its nuclear arse-
nal so that we can continue to have the
most reliable and sophisticated defense
systems on the planet.

Why is that important? Let me end
as I began: because peace through
weakness never works. Peace through
weakness never works. Never.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL DEBT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today referring to a
speech that Senator Biden gave on this
Senate floor 39 years ago today. The
scene was this: It developed over sev-
eral months of that year before May 2,
1984.

I had this idea which would be con-
sidered crazy today, that we need to
get control of the budget by just freez-
ing everything across the board. And I
recruited Nancy Kassebaum, a Senator
from Kansas, and Senator Biden to
help in that effort.

Senator Biden gave the longest
speech that day on justifying it, and
most of his comments at that time
were trying to justify that you could
actually freeze the defense budget, and
also it included the freeze on the
COLAs for Social Security.

But Senator Biden spent most of his
speech fighting off giants of the mili-
tary industrial complex at that time,
by the names of Senator Goldwater,
Senator Towers, and Senator Stevens
of Alaska. So that is the background of
what I am talking about today.

So on this day, 39 years ago, then-
Senator Biden spoke on the Senate
floor saying that he was ‘“‘outraged”—
that is his words—that our national
debt would soon be near $2 trillion. He
urged fellow Senators to ‘‘do some-
thing before the debt limit in-
crease comes up.” The ‘‘something”
that he advocated for was a Federal
spending freeze.

Today, our national debt stands at
$31.5 trillion compared to that $2 tril-
lion in 1984. But in a few years, public
debt as a share of our economy is ex-
pected to exceed record levels set in
the wake of World War II. However, in-
stead of urging immediate action this
year, President Biden wants to kick
the can down the road. I think, today,
we would all consider that to be irre-
sponsible and unacceptable.

In contrast, House Republicans are
tackling our debt crisis head-on. Legis-
lation the House passed last week
would rein in excessive government
spending, 1lift the debt ceiling, and im-
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pose meaningful fiscal controls moving
forward. President Biden and Senate
Democrats must get off the sidelines
and negotiate. We can’t continue to
live high on the hog at the expense of
future generations.

To put our current national debt in
perspective, a gross Federal debt of
$31.5 trillion equates to $95,000 for each
man, woman, and child living in the
United States today. By comparison,
the average cost of a 4-year public col-
lege degree in 2023 is about $90,000.
Both are more than we should be ask-
ing young people to bear. Looked at in
terms of the American taxpayers, our
government debt comes to a staggering
$247,000 per tax filer, and I think the
number of tax filers would be close to
160 million or just a few more. That is
$562,000 more than the average home
value in my State of Iowa.

Our growing national debt is
unsustainable. In its most recent budg-
et outlook, the Congressional Budget
Office estimates interest on the debt
will be near $1 trillion in 2028—an
amount exceeding what our Nation is
expected to spend that year on na-
tional defense. Absent action, interest
costs will continue to mount at an
alarming rate. Looking well into the
future, by 2044, interest will exceed $2.9
trillion, surpassing what we are pro-
jected to spend on Medicare. By 2050,
interest will become our Nation’s sin-
gle largest expense, even surpassing
Social Security.

Interest costs of this size would have
been unfathomable to my then-Senate
colleague Joe Biden. Remember how he
said he was outraged that the national
debt would reach $2 trillion? While
Senator Biden was expressing outrage
over a $2 trillion national debt, he was
also lamenting the prospects of $219
billion in annual interest costs. Yet,
today, President Biden barely bats an
eyelash at interest projected to blow
past $1 trillion, on a path to $3 trillion.

At the same time our interest costs
are set to soar, several major Federal
programs are barreling toward insol-
vency. According to the trustees of So-
cial Security and Medicare, in the re-
port they introduced this spring, Social
Security’s primary trust fund will be-
come insolvent in 2033, while Medi-
care’s trust fund will go broke in 2031.

Contrary to what some Democrats
claim, doing nothing to address these
programs is not an option. The Social
Security and Medicare Board of Trust-
ees, which consists solely of President
Biden’s administration officials, has
made it clear that congressional inac-
tion means automatic benefit cuts
within the next 10 years. Yet President
Biden has accused any Republican who
mentions the words ‘‘Social Security’’
of wanting to gut the program, al-
though nothing could be further from
the truth.

In 1984, Senator Joe Biden sang a
much different tune. He understood
that a dire fiscal situation required
bold action from this Congress. The
Federal spending freeze he advocated
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for applied across the board. It would
have frozen spending on Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, defense, and much
more.

Nothing any Republican has proposed
today comes close to the broad-based
spending cuts advocated by then-Sen-
ator Biden. What Republicans have put
forward likely wouldn’t go far enough
for the 1984 Joe Biden. Today, our debt,
our deficits, and our interest costs are
all on a far bleaker path than they
were in 1984. Yet President Biden re-
fuses to entertain even modest spend-
ing cuts. That should be unacceptable
and is unacceptable to most Ameri-
cans.

We can’t continue to ignore our cur-
rent fiscal trajectory. We must get our
fiscal house in order. Failure to act
puts children born today in a position
that they will never be able to recover
from financially. This Congress must
come together to fix our broken budget
system and return to regular order. As
the ranking member of the Senate’s
Budget Committee, I stand ready to
work with my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to put us on a more
sustainable path.

Unfortunately, the White House
doesn’t seem to want to address the
issues we are facing. The President’s
budget request continues our Nation on
a path to fiscal ruin. Under the admin-
istration’s budget proposals, public
debt as a share of our economy will set
a new record in 2027.

We owe it to the Nation’s young peo-
ple to leave them a country that is on
solid financial ground. We cannot ask
the generation of tomorrow to pay for
the gluttony of today.

Here are the words of then-Senator
Biden in 1984: ‘I, myself, am outraged

. I hope that all those other Sen-
ators who share my outrage will also
share my determination to do some-
thing”’ about our unsustainable debt.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

300-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE ILLINOIS

NATIONAL GUARD

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, ‘‘Always
ready, always there.”” That is the
motto of the Illinois National Guard.
And for 300 years, in times of war and
peace, it has lived up to that promise.

As the Illinois National Guard cele-
brates its 300th anniversary, we thank
our citizen soldiers for their service
and their sacrifice.

If you want to see the selfless char-
acter of the Illinois National Guard,
just take a look around the Senate be-
cause you will spot my colleague Sen-
ator TAMMY DUCKWORTH, former Lt.
Col. TAMMY DUCKWORTH of the Illinois
Air National Guard.
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Senator DUCKWORTH almost gave her
life when the Black Hawk helicopter
she was copiloting was hit by an RPG
in Iraq. But it didn’t diminish her will
to serve our State and our Nation, and
I am lucky to have her as my col-
league.

The Illinois National Guard traces its
history of service to May 9, 1723, when
a local militia completed its first exer-
cise in Kaskaskia, IL.. Back then, Illi-
nois was still a French territory. Since
then, the citizen soldiers of the Illinois
National Guard have protected our
State and Nation at home and abroad.

When the Mississippi River overflows
its banks or when we are faced with
other natural disasters, it is the Guard
that we call. And its members have
served with honor and distinction
throughout its history.

During the American Revolution, Il-
linois’ militia members fought under
the heroic command of Col. George
Rogers Clark to oust the British from
Illinois.

Illinois’ most famous member of the
National Guard was a man named
Abraham Lincoln, who served during
the Black Hawk war in the 1830s.

During the Mexican-American War, a
young Army officer served as assistant
quartermaster in the 21st Illinois In-
fantry Regiment. He went on to lead
the Union forces to victory in the Civil
War. His name was Ulysses S. Grant.

Later, Illinois’ 370th Infantry Regi-
ment earned the distinction of being
the only Army unit commanded mainly
by African-American officers in World
War I, and members of the Illinois
Army National Guard served bravely in
World War II, the Korean war, Vietnam
war, Operation Desert Storm, Iraq, and
Afghanistan.

More recently, Illinois National
Guard members were activated during
the COVID-19 pandemic as the world
grappled with that virus; and after the
U.S. Capitol was attacked on January
6, National Guard members were dis-
patched to help restore order.

In the most challenging times, the I1-
linois National Guard continues to be
“Always ready, always there.” I am
confident they will be for many years
to come.

This month, their sacrifices are re-
membered throughout our State; and
on behalf of a grateful State and Na-
tion, I want to commend Maj. Gen.
Rich Neely, the adjutant general of the
Illinois National Guard, and all the
men and women of the Illinois National
Guard on the occasion of this momen-
tous anniversary.

WOMEN’S HEALTH PROTECTION ACT

Mr. President, we have sure learned a
lot since the Dobbs decision was hand-
ed down.

Roe v. Wade was controversial, but
after 15 years, we had reached some-
thing of a balance in terms of what was
allowed and what wasn’t allowed on a
national basis. Then came the Dobbs
decision and the repeal—overruling—of
Roe v. Wade, and for the first time in
the history of the United States, a con-
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stitutional right which women had en-
joyed for 50 years was removed from
the law. It never has happened before.

The American people have united to-
gether in support of the belief that re-
productive rights are a fundamental
right and that extremist politicians
have no business dictating the
healthcare decisions of women and
their doctors.

Just a few days ago, Republican law-
makers in two States failed to pass re-
strictive abortion laws, and they were
not blue States—far from it: South
Carolina and Nebraska. Cheers actually
erupted outside the Nebraska Legisla-
ture when the proposed abortion ban
failed.

To some, the failure of these abortion
bans in Republican-controlled States
may be surprising, but if you have been
paying attention over the last year
since the Dobbs decision was handed
down, it is no surprise. In the months
since that decision, at least a dozen
States have enacted near-total bans on
abortion, and the number of horror sto-
ries that are emerging from those
States is staggering—stories of rape
victims as young as 10 years of age
being denied healthcare because of re-
strictive State laws governing abor-
tion; an 1l-year-old victim of sex traf-
ficking also denied an abortion under
one of these State laws; stories of
women being forced to flee their home
States to access basic reproductive
care service; stories of pregnant women
suffering miscarriages, being turned
away by doctors until their lives are at
risk because these abortion bans are so
vague and so poorly written that
healthcare providers are afraid to pro-
vide lifesaving care until the women
are in an extreme situation. And the
laws surrounding abortion—and mis-
carriage management—seem to be
changing almost on a weekly basis. So
much confusion and chaos.

Now, one of the most striking fea-
tures of the Dobbs decision itself was
the almost complete absence of discus-
sion of omne subject. The subject:
women. In a 79-page ruling, women re-
ceived a few paragraphs from Justice
Alito on the Supreme Court. This au-
thor of the majority opinion defended
his disregard for women’s lives by ar-
guing it is ‘‘hard for anyone’’—Justice
Alito said, ‘‘and in particular, for a
court—to assess . . . the effect of the
abortion right on society and ... on
the lives of women.”

That is from the man who wrote the
decision, the Dobbs decision that re-
pealed Roe v. Wade. He said it was kind
of difficult to assess the impact it
would have on the lives of women. He
was sure right about that.

Mr. President, perhaps the Court’s
conservative majority should have paid
closer attention to the briefs filed by
medical professionals like the Amer-
ican College of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists and the American Medical
Association, who gave Justice Alito
and the majority on the Supreme Court
fair warning about what was going to



May 2, 2023

happen—an immediate healthcare cri-
sis across America. Sadly, their pre-
diction turned out to be true.

Now, last week, as the Presiding Offi-
cer will remember, in the Judiciary
Committee, we had a historic hearing
about the horrific consequences of the
Dobbs decision. One of our witnesses, I
still remember to this day. It was one
of the most compelling pieces of testi-
mony I have ever seen. Her name is
Amanda Zurawski. She gave one of the
most heartbreaking presentations I
had ever heard.

Amanda lives in Texas, you see, one
of the first States with a near-total
ban on abortion that took effect after
Dobbs. She endured 18 months of fer-
tility treatments in a desperate at-
tempt so that she and her husband
could become pregnant. When she fi-
nally did, her husband was over the
moon, so excited and so happy. They
named their soon-to-be little girl Wil-
low.

Last August, in the second trimester
of her pregnancy, Amanda didn’t feel
right. She called her doctor, who told
her to come in as quickly as possible.
After the exam, Amanda and her hus-
band received a heartbreaking diag-
nosis: Her cervix had dilated pre-
maturely; the loss of her baby was in-
evitable.

Amanda asked what could be done,
what was the right thing to do for the
“‘respectful passing’ of her baby and to
protect herself so that maybe there
would be another attempt and she
could become pregnant again.

To her shock, her doctors in Texas
told her that there was nothing they
could do because of the State’s new
anti-abortion law—laws that threaten
doctors with fines up to $100,000 and up
to 99 years in prison and losing their
medical license.

Amanda’s doctors tried to find an-
other hospital nearby that could pos-
sibly help her. Those hospitals all had
the same response: Because of Texas’s
new anti-abortion law, they refused to
do anything to provide care for Aman-

a.

She told our committee:

People have asked why we didn’t get on a
plane or in our car to go to a state where the
laws aren’t so restrictive. But we live in the
middle of Texas, and the nearest ‘‘sanc-
tuary’ state is at least an 8-hour drive. De-
veloping sepsis—which can kill quickly—in a
car in the middle of the West Texas desert or
30,000 feet above the ground is a death sen-
tence, and it’s not a choice we should have
had to even consider. So all we could do was
wait.

She waited 3 agonizing days, devel-
oping a raging fever and dangerously
low blood pressure. Sepsis had set in.
Her husband rushed her to the hospital.
Several hours later, her daughter ar-
rived as predicted: stillborn. Amanda
spent the next 3 days in intensive care
in the hospital fighting for her own
life. She has spent the last 8 months
battling trauma and depression from
this experience, as well as the medical
fallout from delayed treatment, includ-
ing complications which may make it
difficult for her ever to bear a child.
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That is the new law in Texas. It al-
most killed her.

During last week’s hearing, we also
heard from Dr. Nisha Verma. She is an
OB/GYN. She has chosen to stay in
practice in Georgia despite knowing
that ‘‘Georgia’s laws threatened to
make [her] a criminal for providing
lifesaving care to her patients.”

Dr. Verma told our committee:

Imagine looking someone in the eye and
saying: “‘I have all the skills and the tools to
care for you, but our state’s politicians have
told me I can’t [lift a finger.]”’

She reminded us that the United
States already has the highest mater-
nal mortality rate of any wealthy na-
tion. Restrictive abortion laws, she
said, are making pregnancy even more
dangerous for American women.

Regrettably, some of our Republican
colleagues tried to make last week’s
hearing about something they called
“late-term abortions’” and ‘‘partial-
birth abortions,”” both medically inac-
curate terms. In their fearmongering,
what they neglected to note is that
abortions after 21 weeks of pregnancy
account for less than 1 percent of abor-
tions in America, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control.

They also failed to acknowledge that
in the very rare instance when abor-
tion happens late in pregnancy, it is
generally because a woman’s life is in
danger or a fatal fetal anomaly has
been discovered—or because a woman
wasn’t able to get the abortion earlier
due to restrictive State laws.

And as Dr. Verma correctly noted,
hypotheticals of patients seeking an
abortion until the moment of birth
“does not reflect the reality of abor-
tion ... It simply doesn’t happen,”
this doctor said.

For nearly 50 years, abortion oppo-
nents said their only goal was to return
the right to decide abortion laws to the
States. It is now clear that that was
not true; dismantling Roe v. Wade was
always the first step.

The real goal is to systematically
strip away access to abortion nation-
wide, and that is exactly what they are
trying to do. For example, many con-
gressional Republicans submitted a
brief urging one Federal judge in Texas
to issue a nationwide injunction block-
ing the use of a medication abortion
pill, mifepristone, a drug the FDA ap-
proved more than 20 years ago, found
to be safe and effective—safer than Ty-
lenol.

Congress needs to stop this chaos.
The bill, Women’s Health Protection
Act, will restore the protection of abor-
tion access across the country, con-
sistent with Roe v. Wade.

That testimony about what that
young mother went through in Texas
was an eye-opener. I couldn’t help but
think of my own daughter and my fam-
ily and what I would have done if she
was in a situation where she faced
death and had to be sicker for the doc-
tors to finally act and save her life.

She waited 3 days in that intensive
care unit to finally survive and go on
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with her life, but her life may never be
the same. I pray that she will have an
opportunity to have another child
someday.

But it gets down to the bottom line,
Mr. President—and I think you under-
stand as well as I do. I am an attorney;
I am not a doctor. And if I am asked to
make a decision about something as
complicated as what to do with a 10-
year-old who happens to have been a
victim of rape and pregnant, I am
going think twice and ask people who
know what to do for a living, medically
trained people, who can make the right
decision for the people who are in-
volved in that process.

To sit here in State after State and
have these decisions being made—for
instance, to say you can’t have an
abortion anytime after 6 weeks of a
pregnancy—I know enough about that
experience from my own family experi-
ence that many women will never
know the answer to that question in
the first 6 weeks, and yet the law is
being written by politicians and legis-
lators who think they know better.
Many of them couldn’t consider pass-
ing any courses in medical school, but
they are going to write the medical law
now. In fact, insert into the examina-
tion room and emergency room State-
elected officials who are going to be
hovering over those doctors and threat-
ening them with hundred-thousand-dol-
lar fines and 99 years in prison if they
guess wrong.

What have we come to in this coun-
try? I think the American people un-
derstand how desperate we are at this
point with the chaos that we face. I can
only hope that the election will make a
difference. I think it will. I really sense
that there is a realignment in this
country. The women, in particular, but
many families are deciding that the
Republicans have just gone too far
with the Dobbs decision. And what is
happening across this country is not
only chaotic, it is immoral. It is im-
moral to have a young woman like
Amanda face death when she was try-
ing to do everything possible to have a
baby and be a mother and then have
the terrible diagnosis which told her
her child was not going to live. That is
where we are today.

I hope that the Senate Judiciary
Committee can continue to bring this
item before the American people so
they can hear clearly what we face
after the Dobbs decision by the Su-
preme Court.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, years
ago, we realized the government’s fail-
ure to keep up with the amount of clas-
sified information is outdated; it is in-
sufficient; and it is costly.

It is important to improve our bro-
ken classification system to reduce
costs, eliminate years of backlog, and
create a more efficient system. But I
now recognize there is another reason
to do this beyond just the efficiency of
good government. We now know, also,
it is making our country more vulner-
able.

The disclosure of classified informa-
tion threatens our country’s security,
diminishes the safety of our military,
and damages our relationships with our
allies.

We are so overwhelmed protecting
outdated documents that we have
failed to meet the basic purpose of our
classification system: protect classified
information from bad actors.

In the past year, our Nation experi-
enced a number of harmful incidents
relating to how classified information
has been handled. Last year, we
learned that classified information was
improperly in the possession of the
President, the former President, and
the former Vice President.

Last month, our Nation became
aware of a number of documents alleg-
edly leaked by a 2l1-year-old Air Na-
tional Guardsman trying to impress his
video game buddies.

Regarding the latest leaks and the
constant reporting streaming from
them, I am mystified that such a per-
son could have such broad access to
some of our Nation’s most sensitive in-
formation.

The alleged leaker had a known his-
tory of threatening violence and a
record that did not permit him to ob-
tain a gun. How could he be trusted
with a top security clearance?

To protect the security of the United
States, it is necessary for Congress to
understand how these episodes hap-
pened, ascertain the damage that has
been inflicted, and work to reduce the
likelihood of them ever happening
again.

We must also overhaul how records
are handled and who has access to
them. I want to highlight the enor-
mous amount of classified information
that is already in the government’s
possession. In this digital era, the Fed-
eral Government is classifying more
information than our current analog
declassification efforts can meet.

We are increasingly finding that in-
formation which should no longer be
classified, including historical records
subject to mandatory declassification,
remain classified because the system is
just simply overwhelmed.

This comes at a cost of good govern-
ance: American taxpayers spend $18 bil-
lion a year—$18 billion a year—on this
broken system, and it prevents trans-
parency, costly and not good govern-
ment, citizens without information.

When there are no compelling na-
tional security reasons to justify
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records remaining classified, public
trust in government is undermined.

Senator WYDEN, the Senator from Or-
egon, and I have attempted to address
this growing problem by introducing
the Declassification Reform Act in the
previous two Congresses.

Following the recommendations of
the Public Interest Declassification
Board, we sought to designate the Di-
rector of National Intelligence as the
official responsible to oversee an intel-
ligence community-wide reform so that
we don’t fall further and further and
further behind.

The intelligence community recog-
nizes the urgency of reforming the
classification system. However, it re-
mains a question of who is in charge of
this process. An executive agent is nec-
essary. The Declassification Reform
Act establishes a working fund for
Agencies to utilize.

Our legislation doesn’t resolve every
problem associated with how govern-
ment classifies and declassifies infor-
mation. Too much information is clas-
sified, and administrations from both
parties have allowed political consider-
ations to interfere in the declassifica-
tion process. But when records no
longer require -classification, neither
disagreements about national security
nor politics are to blame. It is an out-
of-date system that is in need of lead-
ership—Ileadership to reform it.

A modernized declassification system
will help eliminate years of backlog
and create more efficiency and greater
transparency.

Modernizing our system would also
apply to the process of tracking
records that are supposed to remain
classified so that we can better keep
them secure, which is now the top pri-
ority for why we must immediately ad-
dress this issue.

We live in a very dangerous world.
And information that is classified and
should be classified should not be
shared with others. And yet we saw
that happen just last month. Sensitive
information that must remain classi-
fied must be protected from careless-
ness or maliciousness. Yet the records
that no longer need to remain classi-
fied should be made available in a
timely fashion.

I serve on the Senate Intelligence
Committee. I look forward to intro-
ducing legislation with Senator WAR-
NER as chairman, Senator CORNYN and
Senator WYDEN, other members of that
committee, to introduce legislation in
the coming days to further address this
issue.

I also welcome the opportunity to
work with my colleagues, both on the
committee and in this Chamber, to ad-
vance this debate and reach solutions
to improve an out-of-date declassifica-
tion system and better protect our na-
tional security, the challenges we face
in this country and around the world.
Now is not the time for us to look the
other way. We can do better, and we
need to head down that path quickly.

I yield the floor.
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I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SOLAR TARIFFS

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise in
support of the CRA that we will be vot-
ing on soon. This vote presents a pretty
simple choice: Do you stand with
American manufacturers and American
workers or do you stand with China
and do you stand with our continuing
to lose our industrial base?

I fought my whole career for fair
trade. One of my first and proudest
votes was against the North American
Free Trade Agreement, as a Member of
the House. We saw what that agree-
ment did to Vermont, did to Ohio, and
did to Kansas—and Senator MORAN just
spoke. We saw what NAFTA did.

These trade fights are not a new
fight. Some years ago—about 20 years
ago—when I was a Member of the
House, I wrote a book called ‘“Myths of
Free Trade.” The book wasn’t exactly
a bestseller. I can live with that. But
telling the truth on trade has not been
popular in this town—by Presidents of
both parties, majorities in Congress,
and corporate leaders and CEOs who
were lobbying Congress.

HEssentially, these trade agreements
sold out American workers. These
trade agreements were signed or, at
least, negotiated by American Presi-
dents and voted for by far too many
Members of Congress, lobbied by the
most powerful interest groups in Wash-
ington.

I remember that during NAFTA—
there were two things during NAFTA,
particularly. One was that someone
said that there were more corporate
jets at National Airport than they had
ever seen, because CEOs were all flying
in to push for NAFTA—to get us to
vote for NAFTA—because it was more
money in their pockets because it was
fewer dollars in workers’ pockets. The
other thing I remember was one of
the—this was a two-party thing. Demo-
crats were pretty bad. Republicans
were actually slightly worse. But both
parties were guilty, and Presidents
from both parties—from Trump and all
the way back to Clinton, since I came
here.

One of the Democratic leaders on this
issue in the House said to me: You
know, I hate these congressional re-
cesses because when our Members go
home and go to county fairs and start
meeting with people, they decide that
they don’t think NAFTA is such a
great idea.

So every time we went home, this
guy, who was a Member of Congress
who was pushing for NAFTA, had more
work to do because the more the public
heard from workers—the more that
Congressman heard from workers and
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from the public—the less they liked
this agreement. Workers from Ohio and
around the country watched the people
who are supposed to represent them
and stand up for them sell out to cor-
porations again and again.

Let me tell you a real quick story. I
grew up in Mansfield, OH, an industrial
city at the time that was roughly half-
way between Cleveland and Columbus.
I worked on a family farm nearby
through most of my teen years. But I
remember walking the halls at a school
called Johnny Appleseed Junior High.
In Johnny Appleseed Junior High, I
walked the halls with the sons and
daughters of electrical workers at Wes-
tinghouse, autoworkers at General Mo-
tors, rubberworkers at Mansfield Tire,
and machinists at Tappan Stove; and
with the sons and daughters of trades
people, laborers, electricians,
insulators, sheet metal workers,
plumbers, pipefitters, and operating en-
gineers.

Those kids had a chance in life.
Those kids had a pretty good solid mid-
dle-class life because their parents car-
ried a union card. They had that ad-
vantage. We were a country where
management would sit down with
workers, and they would negotiate.
Management would do well, not the
kind of $10 million-a-year CEO salaries
as today, but they would do well. But
workers would do well and be able to
buy a car and a decent home and send
their kids to Mansfield OSU or North
Central Technical College or whatever.

By the time I got to Mansfield High
School, you could see those jobs start-
ing to be lost. By the time, years later,
when I represented Mansfield in the
legislature, so many of those jobs were
gone because those companies were
using words like—first, they moved
south for cheap labor. Then they
moved to Mexico. Then they moved to
China.

Those companies were moving their
production overseas in the name of ‘‘ef-
ficiency.” Efficiency is always business
school speak for lower wages: We want
more efficiency. Actually, we really
want lower wages, but we can’t say
that in public.

Corporations searched the globe for
cheap labor. First, they shut down pro-
duction in Mansfield, OH, and Toledo
and Dayton. Then they moved to Ala-
bama and Mississippi. Wages were low,
and the unions were not particularly
active there because the governments
in those States kept them out, and the
businesses kept them out. Then those
wages weren’t cheap enough, and that
is when they started going overseas.

They lobbied for tax breaks and bad
trade deals always in search of lower
wages. And, you know, Wall Street
would reward them over and over.

Norfolk Southern I pay attention to
because of their irresponsibility and
greed and what they did to a commu-
nity in my State. Every time they lay
off workers—Norfolk Southern laid off
a third of its workforce in the past 2
years. Every time they lay off workers,
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their quarterly earnings report gets a
little better, and their profits get a lit-
tle better.

What does Wall Street do? Wall
Street rewards them with a higher
stock price. Then what happens is
those CEOs and top executives are able
to cash in, in a bigger and bigger way,
with stock buybacks and other ways.

So look at where we have ended up
because of this corporate-dominated,
corporate-ridden trade policy. An Ohi-
oan invented the light bulb. Today, 99
percent of LED bulbs are made in
China. On the west coast, an American
invented the semiconductor. Today, 90
percent of them are made overseas. We
cannot and will not make that mistake
again with the technologies that power
our economy over the next century.

We have heard a lot of talk in the
Senate over the past year about sup-
porting manufacturing and innovation
so we can better compete with China.
Senator CORNYN is on the floor. He and
Senator CASEY are working on a really
important bill on corporate outsourc-
ing that I hope we pass, and it will ab-
solutely matter. It is why, in the end,
we passed the CHIPS Act, to bring
semiconductor production back home
where it belongs.

We passed a bipartisan infrastructure
bill. I worked with Senator Portman,
the other Senator from Ohio, on that
and on a number of other bills that re-
build our bridges and roads.

We passed the Inflation Reduction
Act to make sure we lead the world in
new renewable energy technologies,
like solar.

But, now, suspending those solar tar-
iffs is antithetical to the good work we
did. We take four steps forward and,
today, move three steps backward.
That is not the progress we need.

President Biden has talked about
how we are essentially—and I have
been talking to him about this, and he
has been repeating it—that we are
burying the term ‘“‘Rust Belt” in my
part of the country. You can’t say you
want American manufacturing to lead
the world and then allow Chinese com-
panies, subsidized always by their gov-
ernment, to skirt the rules and dump
solar panels in the United States.

We have in my State—I believe it is
still—the largest solar manufacturing
company in America. First Solar em-
ploys 2,000 workers in Northwest Ohio.
These workers are ready to lead the
world in this industry. They just need
a level playing field.

We know China cheats. The Chinese
Government, as they have for genera-
tions—unfortunately, American politi-
cians helped them do it, and American
corporations helped them do it, and we
build up the Chinese military that now
we are concerned with.

China illegally subsidizes industry,
from steel to solar. They have been
doing it for years. They are always
coming up with new ways to cheat. It
is sort of a Whac-A-Mole problem,
where we stop this cheating, and then
it goes somewhere else. We stop that,
and it goes somewhere else.
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We put tariffs on their illegally
dumped products, and they move some
aspect of production to other nearby
countries to get around those rules.
They move to Cambodia, Malaysia,
Taiwan, Vietnam, and wherever they
can find to cheat and to ignore the
rules.

Blame them—and I certainly do—but
we have allowed it. We have allowed it
because American politicians, Presi-
dents of both parties, and far too many
people in this Chamber—I would cer-
tainly say the Presiding Officer is an
exception to that—far too many people
in this body have gone along with it as
corporate America has lobbied and lob-
bied and lobbied aggressively.

This isn’t just a guess. The adminis-
tration’s own Commerce Department
conducted an independent investiga-
tion. They released preliminary results
in December. And surprise, surprise,
they found that, yes, four leading Chi-
nese solar cell manufacturers are dodg-
ing U.S. tariffs by routing some of
their operations through Southeast
Asia.

We can’t let them keep doing it.

That is what this vote today is about.
It has real consequences for our leader-
ship in my State in manufacturing and
for American leadership in one of the
leading energy industries of the future.

To my colleagues who say we must
allow these Chinese imports for the
time being in order to fight climate
change, I disagree. Nobody in this body
is more concerned and more active in
terms of understanding environmental
issues. As a senior in high school, I
started the first Earth Day in Richland
County in 1970. My commitment is ab-
solute.

But when people say this is about cli-
mate change, surely, it isn’t. It is
about ceding our leadership to other
countries, and it will not result in
long-term success.

American workers must know we
have their backs. They need to know
they aren’t a little side issue: We are
for workers, except when we are doing
this; we are for workers, except when
we are doing that.

If you believe in the dignity of work,
if you put workers at the center of our
economic policy, it makes things bet-
ter. We have seen how dangerous it is
when we cede American leadership to
other countries in key industries like
semiconductors. Now we play catch up.

American workers have proven they
can make these solar panels. It is not a
hypothetical. Americans are manufac-
turing solar panels that can power our
economy right now, today. They need a
level playing field.

How are businesses going to expand
and scale up production if they are con-
stantly dealing with a flood—I mean a
flood, one after another after another
wave—of illegally subsidized imports?
It comes down, as the Presiding Officer
knows, to whose side are you on? Do
you stand with workers in Ohio or
stand with the Chinese Communist
Party? Do you stand with the Amer-
ican solar industry or do you stand



S1456

with the solar industry in a country
that cheats time after time?

It is that simple. If you love this
country, you fight for the people who
make it work.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
standing up for workers in Ohio and
around the country.

TRIBUTE TO ANNA GOKALDAS

Mr. President, I rise today to recog-
nize and honor a longtime member of
my staff, Anna Gokaldas.

Anna has been with our office almost
a decade—working on veterans affairs,
foreign policy, and defense—making a
difference for so many Ohioans and so
many of our veterans.

Anna’s last day with our office is a
couple of days from now. She moves on
for a new opportunity at Millennium
Challenge, where she will be working
on something she cares so passionately
about: to reduce poverty around the
world.

They are lucky to have her. Her dedi-
cation to public service and public
good is unwavering.

One of her greatest successes hap-
pened last summer when we passed the
PACT Act, comprehensive expansion of
benefits for veterans who faced toxic
exposure in our country’s history. Be-
cause of Anna and the veterans and ad-
vocates she worked with, the PACT
Act is law today, named after an Ohi-
oan, Heath Robinson. Thousands of
veterans have access to the healthcare
they deserve.

Because of her work and because this
place did it right, this bill passed in
August. I remember the President sign-
ing it. By January, several hundred
thousand veterans—tens of thousands
in my State of Ohio—were already get-
ting additional care from the VA be-
cause they had one of these 23 illnesses
from exposure to these football-field-
size burn pits in Iraq and in Afghani-
stan, especially.

That exposure can cause any of these
23 illnesses. If you are diagnosed with
one of those illnesses, you immediately
get care from the Dayton VA or in
Cleveland or in Cincinnati or in Chil-
licothe or at the Columbus or Mans-
field CBOC.

It is one example of why Anna is so
effective. Veterans brought this issue
to her and my staff. She took their
concerns seriously. She approached
every conversation with care. She went
to work. We worked with Members of
both parties to find a solution, espe-
cially Senator TESTER and Senator
MORAN. Anna never gave up. We got it
done.

Among staff, Anna is known for prob-
lem-solving skills and her ability to
connect with Ohio veterans.

When the VA recommended closing
the Chillicothe VA, Anna fought to en-
sure it stayed open so veterans in
Southwest Ohio could continue to re-
ceive care. Anna helped plan
roundtables and coordinated with the
VA. She got me to spend a lot of time
in Chillicothe, talking to Jessica Fee,
the head of the union there and others.
Together, we got it done.
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Every year, Anna guided our office
through the NDAA process—the bill
that funds national defense—with spe-
cial attention to military bases in
Mansfield, Youngstown, Toledo, and
Springfield, and special attention to
the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Dayton.

She has long fought for better mental
health services and suicide prevention.
She made veterans’ issues—that is an
area that is, very often, an overlooked
priority for the Senate. And one of the
reasons that I sit on the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee and the Ag Committee
is because these two committees are
the least partisan committees in the
Senate. You can always reach across
the aisle in those two committees—
with Senator THUNE on agricultural
issues, with Senator TILLIS on vet-
erans’ issues, and others. We get things
done, and you know how important
that is.

On the foreign policy side, Anna al-
ways stood up for human rights and de-
mocracy and justice around the world.
She fought for global health, leading
our office’s efforts on tuberculosis,
which still kills more than a million
people a year around the world. We
know how to deal with it. We made
progress, just not enough.

Anna’s legacy in our office extends
far past her countless legislative wins,
making all of this work better.

She has pushed every member of our
staff to do their best work for the peo-
ple with whom we serve. Her deter-
mination, dedication, and commitment
to public service have made a dif-
ference for so many.

On behalf of everyone in my office
and the committee and all those who
have had the honor of working along-
side of Anna Gokaldas, we will miss
you, and we thank you for your service.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

THE JUDICIARY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, as we
all have observed in recent years, we
have witnessed a deeply concerning
string of attacks, verbal and otherwise,
against Federal judges. I am not talk-
ing about fiery speeches or statements
by activists and organizations that
happen to disagree with a particular
ruling. That is their right under the
First Amendment to the Constitution.
What I am talking about are physical
threats, including those from elected
officials who want to control another
branch of government and because they
don’t like the decisions that the judici-
ary is handing down in a given case.

A few years ago, five of our Demo-
cratic colleagues filed a friend of the
Court brief in the Supreme Court on a
case involving gun rights. These Sen-
ators made a not-so-subtle threat to
the Justices that unless the Court
ruled in a certain way, the entire insti-
tution could be, quote, ‘‘restructured.”
Some might call that coercion or in-
timidation.

Last year, one of our Democratic col-
leagues took another jab, calling the
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Supreme Court’s conservative majority
‘“‘stolen,” ‘‘illegitimate,” and ‘‘far
right.”

But without a doubt, one of the most
shocking and reckless examples of
what I am talking about occurred 4
years ago with New York’s senior Sen-
ator, now the majority leader of the
United States Senate. As the Supreme
Court considered an abortion case, the
Democratic leader went to the steps of
the Supreme Court and threatened two
Supreme Court Justices by name if
they did not rule a certain way. He
said:

I want to tell you, Gorsuch; I want to tell
you, Kavanaugh: You have released the
whirlwind, and you will pay the price. You
won’t know what hit you if you go forward
with these awful decisions.

Now, it might be more understand-
able if these words were said by some
person on the street who didn’t have
the sort of education and background
and responsibilities of the majority
leader of the United States Senate, but
coming from the leader of this institu-
tion, those words were shocking and
reckless and even dangerous.

I hope it doesn’t come as a surprise
to the majority leader that when he
talks, people listen. That is true for
Senators in this Chamber. I know
sometimes we think nobody is listen-
ing to what we say, but when we say
something like that, people do listen. I
have no doubt that some heard Senator
SCHUMER issue unveiled threats against
Supreme Court Justices, and they
viewed that as permission to take ac-
tion on their part—for example, the in-
dividual who was prepared to assas-
sinate Justice Kavanaugh. No doubt
this person of unstable mental mind
heard some of the rhetoric and was
moved to action. Thank goodness for
the law enforcement officials who were
able to interdict him.

Last summer, as the Supreme Court
considered another case involving abor-
tion rights, an organization released
the home addresses of the Supreme
Court Justices, some of whom still
have young, school-age children at
home. They encouraged protesters to
show up at the Justices’ homes to har-
ass and intimidate them, which just so
happens to be a Federal crime. It was a
disgusting breach of privacy and a mas-
sive security risk for these members of
the Court and their families.

It was sadly met with nothing more
than a shrug by some of our Demo-
cratic colleagues. The Senate majority
leader said he is comfortable with pro-
tests happening outside of the Justices’
homes, even though it is a Federal
crime.

The White House confirmed that
President Biden believes this is a con-
stitutional right, to protest, even
though it is a Federal crime. President
Biden and Attorney General Garland
have not seen fit to bring any charges
against these protesters for their at-
tempts to intimidate members of the
Supreme Court at their homes at all
times of the day and night. In fact,
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some sources indicate that the Garland
Department of Justice was discour-
aging U.S. marshals, who were osten-
sibly there to protect the Justices and
their families, discouraging them from
actually making arrests.

For the Justices and their families,
this was not a peaceful exercise of
these protesters’ First Amendment
rights; these were moments of com-
plete fear.

A few weeks ago, Justice Alito—one
of those members of the Court—spoke
to the Wall Street Journal about this
period of intimidation, saying that
Justices who were believed to be in the
majority were what he called ‘‘targets
of assassination,” no doubt referring to
what happened or what nearly hap-
pened to Justice Kavanaugh. He said:
“It was rational for people to believe
that they might be able to stop the Su-
preme Court decision in Dobbs—that is
the abortion decision involving the
Mississippi law. He said: “It was ra-
tional for people to believe that they
might be able to stop the decision in
Dobbs by killing one of us.” As we
know, there was an incredibly close
call.

When the man who said he intended
to kill Justice Kavanaugh was ar-
rested, he had a Glock 17 semiauto-
matic pistol. He had ammunition. He
had a knife. He had a hammer, crow-
bar, and zip ties. He told authorities
that his plan was to break into the
house, kill Justice Kavanaugh, and
then commit suicide. Thank God he
was caught before anyone was harmed.

This should serve as a clear warning
that it is time to lower the tempera-
ture. When angry mobs gather on the
Justices’ front lawns and members of
the High Court feel like there is a
bounty on their heads, something
needs to change. But instead of back-
ing off, some of our colleagues appear
to be doubling down.

Earlier this year, the senior Senator
from Oregon delivered an incredibly
dangerous speech here on the floor of
the Senate advocating that the Biden
administration actually ignore a po-
tential court order that he disagreed
with. This was a senior Member of the
legislature, the Senate of the United
States—the world’s greatest delibera-
tive body—instructing the executive
branch to disregard an expected order
from a sitting Federal judge. That is,
in effect, ripping the Constitution into
shreds and throwing it out the window.
The remedy for a decision that a judge
hands down that you disagree with is
to appeal that decision. That is the
remedy.

But now some of our colleagues have
escalated their threats beyond mere
rhetoric. Fifteen of our Democratic
colleagues recently wrote a letter to
the chairman and ranking member of
the Appropriations subcommittee that
is responsible for funding the Supreme
Court. They recommended cutting the
Supreme Court’s budget if it fails to
meet their demands to implement a
preferred code of ethics. In short, they
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wanted to use the power of the purse
to, frankly, coerce a coequal and sepa-
rate branch of government. The Found-
ers must have been rolling over in their
graves.

The threat doesn’t just raise separa-
tion of powers concerns; it also raises
serious security risks. It has been less
than a year since Justices watched
mobs of angry protesters assemble on
their front lawns and an assassination
attempt on Justice Kavanaugh was
narrowly averted.

In light of those security threats, the
Senate unanimously passed a bill that
I introduced, along with Senator COONS
of Delaware, to extend security protec-
tion to the Justices’ families. We
unanimously passed that.

How quickly some of our colleagues
seem to have forgotten the dangers
that Supreme Court Justices face every
day. Threatening to defund the Su-
preme Court and its police protection
in an enhanced threat environment is
incredibly irresponsible.

Sadly, the attacks on America’s inde-
pendent judiciary, our crown jewels,
doesn’t end there. Last week, the ma-
jority leader sent a letter to the chief
judge for the Northern District of
Texas to try to intimidate him into
doing what the majority leader wants.
The Senator from New York, Senator
SCHUMER, is unhappy with the way
some of those judges have ruled in re-
cent cases in the Northern District of
Texas, so he believes he should deter-
mine how cases are assigned in the
Northern District of Texas.

This new approach certainly is more
nuanced than going to the steps of the
Supreme Court to issue direct threats
that ‘““you won’t know what hit you,”
but his demand is the same: Do what I
want or there will be consequences.

Of course, this was made without any
consideration for what is best for the
functioning of the courts, access to jus-
tice for private litigants and indigent
defendants, and the importance, again,
of protecting the independence of the
judiciary.

Years ago, Justice Scalia wrote that
it is one thing to have a parchment
Constitution, one that offers all sorts
of protection. He said that, in fact, the
former Soviet Union had one of the
best Constitutions on paper of any
country in the world. But the dif-
ference between the Soviet Union and
the United States of America is that
we have an independent judiciary, a co-
equal branch of government.

I am reminded of something Chief
Justice John Roberts said a few years
ago about our independent judiciary.
He said:

We do not have Obama judges or Trump
judges, Bush judges or Clinton judges. What
we have is an extraordinary group of dedi-
cated judges doing their level best to do
equal right to those appearing before them.

I agree with the Chief Justice, but
apparently the majority leader does
not agree. He wants the chief judge for
the Northern District of Texas to
somehow reassign cases in a way to
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make sure that Biden judges or Obama
judges get those cases and certainly
not Trump judges or Bush judges. This
turns the whole idea of an apolitical ju-
diciary on its head, and it undercuts
the legitimacy, in the eyes of most
people, of what that separate branch of
government is doing.

We need an independent branch of
government to enforce the Constitu-
tion and to say, as Chief Justice Mar-
shall said in Marbury v. Madison—I
think it was 1804—that it is emphati-
cally the duty of the Supreme Court to
say what the law is, and they do that
by interpreting the Constitution.

The majority leader has even threat-
ened congressional action if the chief
judge fails to meet his demands. But I
would encourage the chief judge of the
Northern District to do what Chief Jus-
tice Roberts did when he was invited to
attend the circus that was the Senate
Judiciary Committee hearing this
morning; that is, respectfully decline.

We are not here to bully any judge
into doing what the majority leader
wants or what any of us want, which
would ultimately undermine the legit-
imacy of the court because they don’t
like some of the rulings. Again, the
remedy for a ruling and a decision you
don’t like is an appeal. It happens
every day across the country.

Our Founders deliberately designed
the Federal Government with three
separate but coequal branches.
Through this system of checks and bal-
ances, they sought to prevent any one
branch from forcing another to bend to
its will.

Unfortunately, many in today’s
Democratic Party are trying to blur
the line between the legislative and ju-
dicial branches and act as if the judges
are supposed to be partisan players. It
doesn’t matter what case is before a
court or what the ruling ultimately is.
Elected officials must lead by example
and support the independence of the ju-
diciary and, certainly, not actively at-
tempt to undermine and subvert the le-
gitimacy of the courts.

I can’t count the number of times I
have disagreed with a court ruling, but
I have never suggested that the judge
or judges deciding the cases were ille-
gitimate. I have never threatened
judges with violence if they reach a de-
cision I don’t like, and I certainly have
never advocated for defunding the judi-
ciary if a judge fails to deliver my pre-
ferred outcome.

As Justice Scalia said, an inde-
pendent judiciary is the crown jewel of
our Constitution and is absolutely es-
sential to our democracy.

And, while judges’ decisions may not
always be popular, they should be
given due respect. The defamation and
intimidation of Federal judges is dan-
gerous both to the judges themselves
and to the health of our constitutional
democracy.

It is time to lower the temperature
and show respect for our Constitution,
which means to show respect for the
independence of the Federal judiciary.
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I yield the floor.
NOMINATION OF ROBERT KIRSCH

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm Judge
Robert Kirsch to the U.S. District
Court for the District of New Jersey.

A graduate of Emory University and
Fordham University School of Law,
Judge Kirsch clerked for U.S. District
Judge William J. Zloch on the South-
ern District of Florida before devoting
his entire legal career to public serv-
ice.

Judge Kirsch was selected for the
prestigious U.S. Attorney General’s
Honors Program, in which he served as
a trial attorney in the civil division.

Thereafter, Judge Kirsch spent over a
decade as an Assistant U.S. Attorney
in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
District of New Jersey, defending the
United States in civil actions and pros-
ecuting a range of criminal cases in-
cluding financial and corporate fraud,
as well as drug trafficking, weapons of-
fenses, and bank robbery.

Since 2010, Judge Kirsch has had a
distinguished career as a judge on the
New Jersey Superior Court, serving as
a criminal division judge, a civil divi-
sion judge, and a family division judge.

The American Bar Association rated
Judge Kirsch as unanimously ‘well
qualified.” In addition, he has the
strong support of his home State Sen-
ators—Mr. MENENDEZ and Mr. BOOK-
ER—as well as the New Jersey legal
community.

Judge Kirsch’s significant courtroom
experience, as both a longtime liti-
gator and on the bench, makes him
well-positioned to serve on the District
of New Jersey with distinction. I urge
my colleagues to support Judge
Kirsch’s nomination.

VOTE ON KIRSCH NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Kirsch nomination?

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 57,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 105 Ex.]

YEAS—57
Baldwin Fetterman McConnell
Bennet Gillibrand Menendez
Blumenthal Graham Merkley
Booker Hassan Murkowski
Brown Heinrich Murphy
Cantwell Hickenlooper Murray
Cardin Hirono Ossoff
Carper Kaine Padilla
Casey Kelly Peters
Collins King Reed
Coons Klobuchar Rosen
Cortez Masto Lujan Rounds
Duckworth Manchin Rubio
Durbin Markey Sanders
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Schatz Stabenow Warnock
Schumer Tester Warren
Shaheen Tillis Welch
Sinema Van Hollen Whitehouse
Smith Warner Wyden
NAYS—42
Barrasso Ernst Mullin
Blackburn Fischer Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Romney
Budd Hoeven Schmitt
Capito Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Sullivan
Cotton Lankford Thune
Cramer Lee Tuberville
Crapo Lummis Vance
Cruz Marshall Wicker
Daines Moran Young
NOT VOTING—1
Feinstein

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
KEY). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 123, Orelia
Eleta Merchant, of New York, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Brian Schatz, John W. Hickenlooper,
Margaret Wood Hassan, Gary C. Peters,
Mark Kelly, Jack Reed, Tammy
Duckworth, Christopher Murphy, Shel-
don Whitehouse, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Mazie K. Hirono, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, Tammy Bald-
win, Angus S. King, Jr., Alex Padilla,
Robert Menendez, Michael F. Bennet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Orelia Eleta Merchant, of New York,
to be United States District Judge for
the Eastern District of New York, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) is necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 106 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Baldwin Cardin Durbin
Bennet Carper Fetterman
Blumenthal Casey Gillibrand
Booker Coons Graham
Brown Cortez Masto Hassan
Cantwell Duckworth Heinrich
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Hickenlooper Murphy Sinema
Hirono Murray Smith
Kaine Ossoff Stabenow
Kelly Padilla Tester
King Peters Van Hollen
Klobuchar Reed Warner
Lujan Rosen Warnock
Manchin Sanders Warren
Markey Schatz Welch
Menendez Schumer Whitehouse
Merkley Shaheen Wyden
NAYS—48
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Grassley Ricketts
Boozman Hagerty Risch
Braun Hawley Romney
Britt Hoeven Rounds
Budd Hyde-Smith Rubio
Capito Johnson Schmitt
Cassidy Kennedy Scott (FL)
Collins Lankford Scott (SC)
Cornyn Lee Sullivan
Cotton Lummis Thune
Cramer Marshall Tillis
Crapo McConnell Tuberville
Cruz Moran Vance
Daines Mullin Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
NOT VOTING—1
Feinstein

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. On this vote, the yeas are 51, the
nays are 48.

The motion is agreed to.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Orelia Eleta Merchant, of New York, to
be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of New York.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

FRANCISCO MAESTAS v. GEORGE
H. SHONE AND THE BOARD OF
EDUCATION

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize an important part
of Colorado history and of our Nation’s
history, the case of Francisco Maestas
et al. v. George H. Shone et al. (1914)—
‘“Maestas’—one of the Nation’s oldest
school desegregation cases.

In 1848, at the end of the Mexican-
American War, the Treaty of Guada-
lupe Hidalgo ceded most of present-day
Colorado from Mexico to the United
States. The resulting influx of Mexican
settlers brought major economic, in-
dustrial, political, linguistic, and cul-
tural challenges to the region, includ-
ing questions regarding public edu-
cation.
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In the early 1910s, railroad foreman
Francisco Maestas and other Mexican
American parents sought to place their
children into the public school on the
“White side’” of town in Alamosa, CO.
After the school district repeatedly de-
nied to enroll their children, Maestas
and other parents formed the ‘‘Span-
ish-American Union” and brought to-
gether 180 parents on a petition to
challenge Alamosa’s school segrega-
tion. Their petition was denied, as was
their attempt to seek assistance from
the Colorado State superintendent.
Following these denials, the commu-
nity staged a boycott for 3 months to
protest these injustices, to no avail.

Colorado’s Constitution has long pro-
hibited public schools from classifying
and distinguishing school children
based on color and race, but as the
Maestas case demonstrates, school dis-
tricts sometimes fell short of ensuring
equity before the law. Faced with these
repeated denials, the community con-
tinued to organize with the help of the
Society for the Mutual Protection of
Workers—SPMDTU—one of America’s
oldest mutual aid societies, and Father
E.J. Montel, a Catholic priest, who
helped them raise funds to hire legal
representation and file a lawsuit
against the Alamosa Board of Edu-
cation.

The school district contended that
since it viewed Mexican American stu-
dents as part ‘‘of the Caucasian race,”
it was not discriminating based on race
but rather addressing its Spanish-
speaking students’ needs. However, the
school district was disproven of its as-
sertion when students answered ques-
tions in English while on the stand.

In March of 1914, the district court
ruled in favor of Francisco Maestas,
stating that ‘“‘the only way to destroy
this feeling of discontent and bitter-
ness which has recently grown up, is to
allow all children so prepared, to at-
tend the school nearest them’—an
early and important step toward deseg-
regation and a victory for Colorado’s
Mexican American community.

In recent years, bipartisan leaders in
Colorado have worked to ensure this
landmark case gets the recognition it
deserves. After the Colorado Legisla-
ture and the State board of education
recognized the case as a significant
Colorado court decision, it is now
taught as part of the revised social
studies curriculum for all Colorado
high school students. Now, school-
children across Colorado will learn
about Colorado’s early steps toward en-
suring equity in education for students
from all backgrounds.

———
TRIBUTE TO LINDA ROBERTSON

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Linda Robert-
son in honor of her storied career in
public service, including as a key mem-
ber of the Federal Reserve’s staff for
over 13 years. Her career has touched
many of the most important economic
events of the past 40 years.
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Originally from Oklahoma, Linda
first came to Washington to work for
Congressman Jim Jones. She quickly
made her mark working on taxation
and finance matters both in his office
and for the Committee on Ways and
Means. It was in this job that she had
a front row seat to the 1986 tax reform
effort made famous by books Ilike
“Showdown at Gucci Gulch.” While
continuing her work in Congress dur-
ing the day, she attended classes at
night to earn her master of laws in tax-
ation.

Based on her exceptional congres-
sional experience and knowledge of pol-
icy, Linda was later nominated and
confirmed to serve as Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislative Affairs and Pub-
lic Liaison at the U.S. Department of
the Treasury. Following her service at
the Treasury Department, she worked
as the top public advocate for Johns
Hopkins University and Johns Hopkins
Medicine.

Linda returned to public service in
August 2009 as an assistant to the Fed-
eral Reserve Board and head of its con-
gressional liaison office. She began this
position at a time of immense chal-
lenge for the country and as Congress
and our regulatory Agencies worked to
stabilize the financial system following
the great recession of 2008.

From the global financial -crisis
through the pandemic, Linda has
served as a trusted advisor to the Fed-
eral Reserve Board and has played an
invaluable role in keeping Congress
and the public apprised of the Federal
Reserve’s work to fulfill its mandates
on behalf of the American people. Fed-
eral Reserve Board Chairs Bernanke,
Yellen, and Powell all benefited from
Linda’s experience and dedication to
public service.

Linda also returned to Treasury in
2021 to advise Secretary Yellen as she
became the first woman to serve as
Treasury Secretary. Linda’s work was
vital last year when we confirmed
President Biden’s slate of Federal Re-
serve Board nominees. With her count-
less hours of hard work, we were able
to confirm a full Federal Reserve
Board, something that had not been
done in nearly a decade.

Linda’s lasting legacy also includes
those that she worked with and
mentored throughout her career. Those
that had the privilege of learning from
her wisdom have gone on to fill posi-
tions throughout Washington. One of
Linda’s former interns from her time
at the Treasury Department is my
scheduler, Diana Baron, also from
Oklahoma, who has been with me on
my staff for nearly 25 years. I am sure
many of my colleagues have similar
stories.

Her commitment to public service,
formidable talent, and immense knowl-
edge will be missed by those at the
Federal Reserve and many of us on
Capitol Hill, particularly those of us on
the Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs Committee. I wish Linda much
success in her next chapter which—
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without hearings to prep for or bills to

review—I expect will include ample

time spent with family and friends.
———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS HAGEN

e Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today, I
rise to honor the lifetime accomplish-
ments of Thomas B. Hagen, a remark-
able leader, a pillar of his hometown of
Erie, PA, and a man whose commit-
ment to public service is unparalleled.

Tom Hagen is a Navy man, an officer
with more than 30 years of service to
his country, and while he retired long
ago, he has continued to live up to the
Navy’s belief of ‘“Not self, but Coun-
try.”

You can see Tom’s Navy background
in one of his other passions, historical
preservation. His support enabled the
Smithsonian Institution’s National
Museum of American History to ex-
hibit the USS Gunboat Philadelphia and
his efforts enabled the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania to reconstruct Com-
modore Oliver Hazard Perry’s War of
1812 vessel, the Flagship Niagara.
Thanks to his efforts on behalf of these
and many other projects, Tom has
helped to ensure that many historical
sites across our country will be avail-
able for future generations to enjoy.

Tom is also deeply committed to the
economic vitality of his hometown of
Erie and has spearheaded efforts to en-
sure that Erie is a thriving community
that serves all of its residents equi-
tably. His support for economic devel-
opment through the Erie Innovation
District has instilled hope in many for
the growth and success of northwestern
Pennsylvania. His support for the ‘“Em-
power Erie’’ initiative led to the cre-
ation of the Erie County Community
College that provides a pathway for
Erie County residents to more acces-
sible education and greater employ-
ment opportunities. Tom has also
played a key role in the purchase and
rehabilitation of countless buildings in
Erie, not only revitalizing the econ-
omy, but also creating employment.

Tom is equally committed to pro-
viding opportunities for those strug-
gling to better their lives. In 2015, he
established the Susan Hirt Hagen fund
to identify promising ideas to address
persistent poverty, improve edu-
cational achievement, and halt eco-
nomic decline. He has sought to help
the vulnerable in times of crisis
through his support for nonprofits like
SafeNet, helping them take in more
victims of abuse.

Erie has had few better friends than
Tom Hagen. He is not just a friend to
the city; he is the quintessential serv-
ant leader who steps in to fill a need
wherever one may be, doing so with hu-
mility and always seeking to elevate
others before himself. The care, com-
mitment, and support he has shown to
this city and this region are remark-
able.
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From his service as a captain in the
U.S. Navy, his tenure as Pennsylva-
nia’s last secretary of commerce and
first secretary of community and eco-
nomic development, to his chairman-
ship of the board of Erie Insurance
Group companies, Tom has a long and
distinguished career serving his coun-
try, his State, and his community.

It is an honor to call him a friend and
to recognize him for his outstanding
service to his community and to the
country.e

———

RECOGNIZING RAMSEY’'S MARKET

e Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to
recognize Ramsey’s Market of Lenox,
IA, as the Senate Small Business of the
Week.

The company was founded by Theo
and Bonnie Ramsey in 2015 after learn-
ing that the local grocery store in
Lenox was up for sale. As veterans of
the U.S. Air Force, service is key for
the Ramsey family, so the pair jumped
at the opportunity to fill a critical
community need. When a local grocery
store goes out of business, residents
sometimes have extensive drives just
to buy the basic food items. Over the
years, Ramsey’s Market has been able
to expand to include a food locker de-
livery service, an adjoining Ace Hard-
ware store with a bar inside, and even
a second location in Manning, TA.

Another unique aspect of the store is
live music. Theo and Bonnie met dur-
ing their time in the U.S. Air Force
Band of the Golden West, where they
both were singers. It is very normal for
local musicians to perform in the gro-
cery store while customers shop. The
staff behind the deli counter, and even
Bonnie can often be found singing to
customers.

Ramsey’s Market has been recog-
nized for their hard work, earning the
Iowa Farm Bureau’s Renew Rural Iowa
Entrepreneur Award in 2018 for their
unique shopping experience and their
impact on the Lenox community. They
have even been recognized for their
success by America’s Small Business
Development Center, Iowa. In January
2022, I had the opportunity to visit the
store and see the local impact the busi-
ness has on Taylor County.

Ramsey’s Market’s commitment to
providing quality groceries in a fun en-
vironment is clear. I want to congratu-
late the Ramsey family, and the entire
team at Ramsey’s Market, for their
continued dedication to finding a solu-
tion to the food deserts in Iowa and
serving their community. I look for-
ward to seeing their continued growth
and success in Iowa.®

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN GWEN NIEMI

e Mr. KELLY. Mr. President, today 1
wish to honor Captain Gwen Niemi for
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her service in the Women’s Army Aux-
iliary Corp—WAC—during World War
II, from 1942 to 1946. Ms. Niemi was
among the first 200 women to become
officers in the WAC.

Captain Niemi was born on February
2, 1920, in Lancaster, PA. Ms. Niemi ob-
tained her degree in physical education
from West Chester State College. Fol-
lowing the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Gwen attended the first WAC training
course in Des Moines, IA, graduating
from WAC training as a second lieuten-
ant in 1942.

Her first assignment was training re-
cruits at the WAC Training School in
Daytona Beach, FL, and was respon-
sible for instructing almost 500 train-
ees. Gwen next commanded a WAC
Company of 180 personnel at Tyndall
Field located outside of Panama City,
FL. While on assignment at Tyndall
Field, Ms. Niemi was temporarily as-
signed to duty at the San Antonio
Aviation Cadet Center. She was pro-
moted to the rank of captain and
transferred to Eastern Flying Training
Command at Maxwell Field, AL, where
she served as a career field manager
and evaluator for the WAC Program.

Upon her discharge from the WAC
with the rank of captain, Ms. Niemi
moved to Tucson, AZ, where she be-
came a teacher in the physical edu-
cation department at the University of
Arizona. Ms. Niemi took 5 years off
from teaching, having two children,
and then returned to teaching physical
education and English and reading at
Tucson School District No. 1, now
known as TUSD.

Please join me in celebrating Captain
Gwen Niemi for being a patriot and a
true trailblazer, for her brave service
during World War II, and for going on
to be an educator at the University of
Arizona and at Tucson School District
No. l.e

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 1395. A bill to temporarily suspend the
debt limit through December 31, 2024.

H.R. 2811. An act to provide for a respon-
sible increase to the debt ceiling, and for
other purposes.
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1123. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Office on Violence Against
Women, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Special Tribal Criminal Jurisdiction
Reimbursement’” (RIN1105-AB69) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
April 17, 2023; to the Committee on Indian
Affairs.

EC-1124. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of
the 118th Congress; to the Select Committee
on Intelligence.

EC-1125. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of
the 118th Congress; to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship.

EC-1126. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of
the 118th Congress; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-1127. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Copayment Exemption for Indian Vet-
erans’ (RIN2900-AR48) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on April 17,
2023; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-1128. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Office of General Counsel, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Administrator, Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on April 25, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1129. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Office of General Counsel, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Administrator, Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on April 25, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1130. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend-
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot-
ments, FM Broadcast Stations (Dennison,
Ohio)” (MB Docket No. 22-337) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
April 25, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1131. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Wireless Telecommunications
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Extension of Transi-
tion Period for Exclusive Use of the Wireless
Hearing Aid Compatibility Technical Stand-
ard”’ (WT Docket No. 20-3) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on April
25, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.
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EC-1132. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend-
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot-
ments, FM Broadcast Stations (Snowflake,
Arizona, et al.)” (MB Docket No. 21-502) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 25, 2023; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1133. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of
the 118th Congress; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1134. A communication from the Direc-
tor of National Marine Sanctuaries, National
Marine Fisheries Service, Department of
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘““‘Amendments to
National Marine Sanctuary Regulations”
(RIN0648-BV85) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 25, 2023; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1135. A communication from the Chief
of the Planning and Regulatory Affairs
Branch, Food and Nutrition Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program: Non-
Discretionary Quality Control Provisions of
Title IV of the Agricultural Improvement
Act of 2018 (RIN0584-AE64) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on April
25, 2023; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1136. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Marketing Order Regulating the
Handling of Spearmint Oil Produced in the
Far West; Salable Quantities and Allotment
Percentages for the 2023-2024 Marketing
Year” (Docket No. AMS-SC-22-0070) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on April 25, 2023; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1137. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Kiwifruit Grown in California; In-
creased Assessment Rate’ (Docket No. AMS-
SC-22-0058) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 25, 2023; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-1138. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Oxirane,
2-Methyl-, Polymer with Oxirane, Ether with
1,2,3-Propanetriol (3:1); Tolerance Exemp-
tion” (FRL No. 10846-01-OCSPP) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
April 25, 2023; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1139. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘a-D-Gluco-
pyranoside, B-D-Fructofuranosyl, Polymer
with Methyloxirane and Oxirane; Tolerance
Exemption” (FRL No. 10848-01-OCSPP) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 25, 2023; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1140. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Oxirane,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

2-Methyl-, Polymer with Oxirane, Ether with
D-Glucitol (6:1); Tolerance Exemption” (FRL
No. 10869-01-OCSPP) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on April 25, 2023;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-1141. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Starch, 1-
Octenylbutanedioate, Aluminum salt;
Dextrin, Hydrogen 1-Octenylbutanedioate;
and Amylopectin, 2-Hydroxypropyl ether,
Acid-; Exemption from the Requirement of a
Tolerance” (FRL No. 10877-01-OCSPP) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 25, 2023; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1142. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fluazifop-P-butyl;
Pesticide Tolerances’” (FRL No. 10884-01-
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 25, 2023; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-1143. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Poly (oxy-1,2-
ethanediyl), a,a’-[[[4-[2-(4-methyl-2-
benzothiazolyl)diazenyl]phenyl]limino]di-2,1-
ethanediyl]bis[w-hydroxy- in Pesticide For-
mulations; Tolerance Exemption” (FRL No.
10910-01-OCSPP) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 25, 2023; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-1144. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of
the 118th Congress; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-1145. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 12978 with respect to signifi-
cant foreign narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1146. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel for Operations, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of Assist-
ant Secretary for Fair Housing and Equal
Opportunity, Department of Housing and
Urban Development, received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on April 25, 2023;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1147. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Federal Housing Finance
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Enterprise Duty To
Serve Underserved Markets—Colonia Census
Tract Amendments’ (RIN2590-AB22) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on April 25, 2023; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-16. A joint memorial adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Idaho opposing
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the EPA-proposed rules that circumvent
science and invalidate Idaho’s water quality
standards based on the flawed and elusive
premise of 19th century water quality stand-
ards for Idaho waters in 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.
HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NoO. 4

Whereas, Idaho submitted new and revised
Human Health Water Quality Criteria
(HHWQC) rules (docket number 58-0102-1201)
to the United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) on December 16, 2016,
after years of extensive engagement with
stakeholders, data collection, and final ap-
proval of the Idaho Legislature; and

Whereas, on April 4, 2019, the EPA ap-
proved Idaho’s new HHWQC for toxics and
other water quality standards criteria; and

Whereas, Idaho is the only state in the
union to complete a comprehensive longitu-
dinal study funded by the state to determine
the actual fish consumption rate (FCR) of its
citizens, which was conducted by Boise State
University; and

Whereas, Idaho acted in accordance with
the United States Clean Water Act in uti-
lizing the best available scientific data to
apply a FCR within the water quality for-
mula to establish its HHWQC as part of its
overall water quality standards (WQS); and

Whereas, the EPA recently published new
proposed nationwide regulations (at 87 Fed
Reg. 74361 (December 5, 2022)) that would ef-
fectively establish an unrealistic and unat-
tainable WQS for state waters that are not
based on actual FCR but on Indian treaties
approved in the 19th century; and

Whereas, the federal regulation notice
completely ignores the requirement of Exec-
utive Order 13132 for Federalism implica-
tions, instead stating that the rule will not
have substantial direct effects on the states,
on the relationship between the federal gov-
ernment and the states, or on the distribu-
tion of power and responsibilities among lev-
els of government; and

Whereas, the federal regulation notice eco-
nomic analysis states that there will poten-
tially be only incremental administrative
burdens and costs, but it does not establish
any requirements for regulated entities.
However, it could lead to additional compli-
ance costs with new permit limits, which the
EPA is unable to provide cost estimates for;
and

Whereas, it is clear that the EPA-proposed
rules will circumvent and undo the scientif-
ically established WQS in Idaho, require the
establishment of unattainable standards in
an effort to take control of Idaho’s waters in
violation of the Clean Water Act’s directive
that states retain primary responsibility to
control pollution and develop land and water
resources for state waters, and violate the
long-established principle of federalism.
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, By the members of the First Reg-
ular Session of the Sixty-seventh Idaho Leg-
islature, the House of Representatives and
the Senate concurring therein, that the peo-
ple of the State of Idaho oppose the EPA-pro-
posed rules that circumvent science and in-
validate Idaho’s WQS based on the flawed
and elusive premise of 19th century water
quality standards for Idaho waters in 2023.
Idaho will defend its scientifically based
standards in court if necessary; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House
of Representatives be, and she is hereby au-
thorized and directed to forward a copy of
this Memorial to the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives of Congress, to the congressional dele-
gation representing the State of Idaho in the
Congress of the United States, to the Gov-
ernor of the State of Idaho, and to the Attor-
ney General of the State of Idaho.
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POM-17. A resolution adopted by the House
of Representatives of the State of North
Carolina urging the United States Congress
to work more closely with Japan on trade
issues and foreign investment, expressing
support to the United States Congress for
the United States-Japan alliance and re-
morse the slaying of former Japanese Prime
Minister Abe Shinzo, celebrating one hun-
dred thirty years of friendship between
North Carolina and Japan, and reaffirming
the bonds of friendship and cooperation be-
tween the state of North Carolina and state
of Japan in the Reiwa era; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NoO. 352

Whereas, North Carolina and Japan have
enjoyed 130 years of friendly relations since
Japan sent its first student nationals, Mogi
Shinzaburo, to attend the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1893, and
Sugishita Teisaku, to attend North Carolina
State University (then ‘North Carolina
State College’’) in 1894; and

Whereas, Japan is North Carolina’s second-
largest foreign investor, with nearly $5 bil-
lion invested by Japanese companies in
North Carolina’s economy to date and nearly
$7 billion in investment announced since
2018; and

Whereas, more large companies investing
in North Carolina come from Japan than any
other foreign nation; and

Whereas, Japan employs over 24,000 North
Carolina workers, or roughly 10% of all
North Carolina workers employed by foreign
companies, with over 5,000 additional jobs
announced by Japanese companies since 2018;
and

Whereas, trade with Japan annually ac-
counts for nearly $4 billion in economic ac-
tivity for the State of North Carolina; and

Whereas, Japan and the United States have
been close allies since 1952, safeguarding
peace in the Pacific; and

Whereas, the post-war order of which both
the United States and Japan have been reso-
lute defenders and beneficiaries, an order
which rests soundly on democracy and
friendly trade, faces subversion by rogue ac-
tors and disaffected nations; and

Whereas, Japan is a vibrant, wealthy de-
mocracy and a model for democracies
throughout Asia; and

Whereas, Abe Shinzo was a stalwart friend
of the United States, an adamant supporter
of the US-Japan alliance, and a leading voice
for stability and cooperation in the Indo-Pa-
cific region; and

Whereas, Abe Shinzo was the longest-serv-
ing prime minister in Japan’s history, who
worked alongside four Presidents of the
United States—George Bush, Barack Obama,
Donald Trump, and then-Vice President Joe
Biden—on trade relations, peace, and secu-
rity in Asia; and

Whereas, Abe Shinzo was assassinated in
Japan on July 8, 2022, while campaigning in
the oldest democracy in Asia; and

Whereas, the use of violence, whether by
foreign nations or rogue actors, to attack
democratically elected officials and disrupt
international peace is profoundly evil; and

Whereas, North Carolina remains com-
mitted to its friendship with Japan and to
the US-Japan alliance and peaceful trade be-
tween the nations; Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representa-
tives:

Section 1. The House of Representatives
recognizes the historic significance of the
friendship and alliance between the United
States and Japan.

Section 2. The House of Representatives
commends the people of Japan for their in-
credible achievements over 75 years of peace-
ful friendship with the United States, in
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building the oldest democratic system in
Asia and the second-largest democratic econ-
omy in the world, and for serving as a valu-
able pillar of stability in Asia and for world
peace.

Section 3. The House of Representatives
applauds Japan for its continued commit-
ment as a friend and economic partner to the
State of North Carolina.

Section 4. The House of Representatives
expresses profound grief over the death of
former Prime Minister of Japan, Abe Shinzo,
and condemns his killing as an attack on Ja-
pan’s democracy and on its unparalleled
friendship with the United States.

Section 5. The House of Representatives af-
firms the continuing friendship and coopera-
tion between Japan and the State of North
Carolina and expresses heartfelt optimism
for deeper ties between the people of Japan
and the people of North Carolina.

Section 6. The House of Representatives
urges Congress to work more closely with
the nation of Japan on mutually beneficial
trade relations to encourage the reciprocal
flow of foreign direct investment and partici-
pation of Japanese and American companies
in the economy of both the United States
and Japan, respectively.

Section 7. The House of Representatives
expresses to Congress its full support of the
70 year old alliance between the United
States of America and Japan, which has
served as a pillar of stability and security in
the Indo-Pacific throughout the Cold War to
the current day.

Section 8. The House of Representatives
urges Congress to recognize the strategic im-
portance of the Indo-Pacific region to the
economies of the United States and North
Carolina and the necessity of a Free and
Open Indo-Pacific to safeguard the sanctity
of friendly trade and international law.

Section 9. The Principal Clerk shall trans-
fer a printed copy of this resolution to a
committee designated by the North Carolina
Legislative Caucus on Economic Develop-
ment and Foreign Trade to be hand-delivered
to a representative of Japan in a ceremony
in Raleigh.

Section 10. If the committee referenced in
Section 9 of this act is unable to hand-de-
liver this resolution in the manner described
above by March 31, 2023, the Principal Clerk
shall transmit a copy of this resolution to
the Embassy of Japan in Washington, D.C.,
and the Consulate-General of Japan in At-
lanta, Georgia.

Section 11. The Principal Clerk shall trans-
mit copies of this resolution to each member
of North Carolina’s Congressional Delega-
tion, to the Clerk of the United States House
of Representatives and the Secretary of the
United States Senate, and to the President
of the United States.

Section 12. This resolution is effective
upon adoption.

POM-18. A joint memorial adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Idaho calling on
the United States Congress to restrict the
jurisdiction of the federal courts from hear-
ing cases regarding state legislative author-
ity to legislate on the abortion issue; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 2

We, your Memorialists, the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate of the State of
Idaho assembled in the First Regular Session
of the Sixty-seventh Idaho Legislature, do
hereby respectfully represent that:

Whereas, in 1973 the United States Su-
preme Court decided the case Roe v. Wade,
410 U.S. 113 (1973), wherein the United States
Supreme Court found in the Constitution a
‘“‘right to privacy’ that the Court alleged
gave women a constitutional right to abor-
tion; and
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Whereas, since the Roe v. Wade decision of
1973, ‘“‘Roe certainly did not succeed in end-
ing the division on the issue of abortion. On
the contrary, Roe ‘inflamed’ a national issue
that has remained bitterly divisive for the
past half century.” Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, 597 U.S.  , 68 (2022);
and

Whereas, the Roe v. Wade decision ‘‘short-
circuited the democratic process by closing
it to the large number of Americans who dis-
sented in any respect from Roe. ‘Roe fanned
into life an issue that has inflamed our na-
tional politics . . .” Together, Roe and Casey
represent an error that cannot be allowed to
stand.” Dobbs, at 44; and

Whereas, on June 24, 2022, the United
States Supreme Court decided the case of
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization
where the Court said in part that ‘“procuring
an abortion is not a fundamental constitu-
tional right because such a right has no basis
in the Constitution’s text or in our Nation’s
history. It follows that the States may regu-
late abortion for legitimate reasons, and
when such regulations are challenged under
the Constitution, courts cannot ‘substitute
their social and economic beliefs for the
judgment of legislative bodies.”’”” Dobbs, at
77; and

Whereas, the Supreme Court also found in
Dobbs, ‘“The Constitution does not prohibit
the citizens of each State from regulating or
prohibiting abortion. Roe and Casey arro-
gated that authority. We now overrule those
decisions and return that authority of the
people and their elected Representatives.”
Dobbs, at 79; and

Whereas, the Supreme Court also stated in
Dobbs, ‘‘Our decision returns the issue of
abortion to those legislative bodies, and it
allows women on both sides of the abortion
issue to seek to affect the legislative process
by influencing public opinion, lobbying legis-
lators, voting, and running for office.”” Dobbs,
at 65; and

Whereas, the inferior federal courts are the
creation of Congress, and the Constitution
gives Congress the power to limit the juris-
diction of the lower federal courts. ‘““Con-
gress may confer jurisdiction upon such
courts as it creates. Only the jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court is derived directly from
the Constitution. Every other court created
by the general government derives its juris-
diction wholly from the authority of Con-
gress. That body may give, withhold or re-
strict such jurisdiction at its discretion.”
Kline v. Burke Construction Co., 260 U.S. 226,
234 (1922); and

Whereas, there have been cases filed, and
there are expected to be additional cases
filed, in federal courts concerning the Dobbs
decision that have the effect of delaying the
implementation of the Supreme Court’s
Dobbs ruling. Post Dobbs, abortion is now a
state matter for the states to decide and reg-
ulate; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, By the members of the First Reg-
ular Session of the Sixty-seventh Idaho Leg-
islature, the House of Representatives and
the Senate concurring therein, that the Leg-
islature of the State of Idaho, both the
House of Representatives and the Senate,
call on Congress to restrict the jurisdiction
of the federal courts from hearing cases re-
garding state legislative authority to legis-
late on the abortion issue; and be it further

Resolved, That the Dobbs decision settled
the issue that abortion cases appropriately
belong in the courts of the several states; be
it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House
of Representatives be, and she is hereby au-
thorized and directed to forward a copy of
this Memorial to the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives of Congress and to the congressional
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delegation representing the State of Idaho in
the Congress of the United States.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 1396. A bill to improve commercializa-
tion activities in the SBIR and STTR pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
TESTER, Mrs. CAPITO, and Ms. BALD-
WIN):

S. 1397. A bill to modify the Federal TRIO
programs; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. LEE,
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. HAGERTY, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mr. MARSHALL, and Mrs. BLACK-
BURN):

S. 1398. A bill to prohibit agencies of the
government from soliciting or entering into
agreements with nongovernmental organiza-
tions to conduct voter registration or voter
mobilization activities on the property or
website of the agency or from using Federal
funds to carry out activities directed under
Executive Order 14019, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration.

By Mr. MANCHIN:

S. 1399. A bill to provide for American en-
ergy security by improving the permitting
process; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, and Mr. MARSHALL):

S. 1400. A bill to amend the Food Security
Act of 1985 to modify the delivery of tech-
nical assistance, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself, Mr.
BRAUN, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 1401. A bill to establish an inspections
regime for the Bureau of Prisons, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mr.
TILLIS):

S. 1402. A bill to require the Administrator
of the Small Business Administration, in
consultation with the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Minority Business Develop-
ment, to establish a grant program to create
or expand programs at minority-serving in-
stitutions and historically Black colleges
and universities that promote minority busi-
ness ownership and entrepreneurship, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. MULLIN (for himself and Ms.
ROSEN):

S. 1403. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to establish a grant program to
award grants to accredited public institu-
tions of higher education, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself and Mr.
HEINRICH):

S. 1404. A bill to provide for the withdrawal
and protection of certain Federal land in the
State of New Mexico, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. LEE (for himself and Mr. RoM-
NEY):
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S. 1405. A bill to provide for the exchange
of certain Federal land and State land in the
State of Utah; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.
COTTON, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. RICKETTS, and
Mr. CORNYN):

S. 1406. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide a certification proc-
ess for the issuance of nondisclosure require-
ments accompanying certain administrative
subpoenas, to provide for judicial review of
such nondisclosure requirements, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, and Ms. HIRONO):

S. 1407. A bill to amend the Small Business
Act to eliminate certain requirements relat-
ing to the award of construction sub-
contracts within the county or State of per-
formance; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 1408. A bill to amend title 9, United
States Code, with respect to arbitration of
disputes involving race discrimination; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,

Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. LUJAN, Mrs.
CAPITO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. CASSIDY,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. ERNST, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. DAINES, Mr.

HICKENLOOPER, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. COONS, Mr.
YOUNG, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. HASSAN,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. SCOTT
of Florida, Ms. LuMMIS, and Mr. COR-
NYN):
S. 1409. A bill to protect the safety of chil-
dren on the internet; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. COONS,
Mr. YOUNG, Mr. KAINE, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
HAGERTY, Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. ScorT of Florida, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR):

S. Res. 188. A resolution celebrating the
75th anniversary of the founding of the State
of Israel, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mr. MURPHY):

S. Res. 189. A resolution commending and
congratulating the Quinnipiac University
men’s hockey team for winning the 2023 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association Divi-
sion I Men’s Hockey National Championship;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Ms.
HASSAN):

S. Res. 190. A resolution commemorating
and supporting the goals of “World Quantum
Day’’; considered and agreed to.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 26
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 26, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the amendments made to reporting of
third party network transactions by
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.
S. 106
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 106, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to authorize the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to award
grants to States to improve outreach
to veterans, and for other purposes.
S. 127
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 127, a bill to prevent unfair
and deceptive acts or practices and the
dissemination of false information re-
lated to pharmacy benefit management
services for prescription drugs, and for
other purposes.
S. 150
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BRAUN) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. WELCH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 150, a bill to amend the
Federal Trade Commission Act to pro-
hibit product hopping, and for other
purposes.
S. 185
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
185, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the program
for direct housing loans made to Native
American veterans, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 234
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) and the Senator from Kan-
sas (Mr. MORAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 234, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the new markets tax
credit, and for other purposes.
S. 305
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER), the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Sen-
ator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) and
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 305, a
bill to require the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the 250th anniversary of the
United States Marine Corps, and to
support programs at the Marine Corps
Heritage Center.
S. 1786
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
786, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to treat certain
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amounts paid for physical activity, fit-
ness, and exercise as amounts paid for
medical care.
S. 866
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 866, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to en-
hance tax benefits for research activi-
ties.
S. 893
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
ROMNEY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
893, a bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to raise the retirement
age for pilots engaged in commercial
aviation operations, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 908
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 908, a bill to oppose the provi-
sion of assistance to the People’s Re-
public of China by the multilateral de-
velopment banks.
S. 1014
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1014, a bill to require the
Secretary of Agriculture to initiate
hearings to review Federal milk mar-
keting orders relating to pricing of
Class I skim milk, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1026
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1026, a bill to authorize
the appropriation of funds to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
for conducting or supporting research
on firearms safety or gun violence pre-
vention.
S. 1070
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1070, a bill to address
the needs of individuals with disabil-
ities within the Jeanne Clery Disclo-
sure of Campus Security Policy and
Campus Crime Statistics Act.
S. 1171
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1171, a bill to amend chapter 131 of title
5, United States Code, to prevent Mem-
bers of Congress and their spouses and
dependent children from trading stocks
and owning stocks, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1178
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1178, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to rein-
state estate and generation-skipping
taxes, and for other purposes.
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S. 1185
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1185, a bill to prohibit the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture from prohibiting
the use of lead ammunition or tackle
on certain Federal land or water under
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the
Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture, and for other purposes.
S. 1246
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. FETTERMAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1246, a
bill to amend title XVIII of the Social
Security Act to strengthen the drug
pricing reforms in the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act.
S. 1271
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the names of the Senator
from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) and the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1271, a
bill to impose sanctions with respect to
trafficking of illicit fentanyl and its
precursors by transnational criminal
organizations, including cartels, and
for other purposes.
S. 1304
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1304, a bill to require
the Comptroller General of the United
States to conduct a study on the car-
bon footprint and environmental im-
pacts of electric vehicles, and for other
purposes.
S. 1339
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1339, a bill to provide for increased
oversight of entities that provide phar-
macy benefit management services on
behalf of group health plans and health
insurance coverage.
S. 1350
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1350, a bill to require the Federal
Trade Commission to issue regulations
requiring certain products to have ‘“Do
Not Flush’ labeling, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1354
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1354, a bill to increase the quality
and supply of child care and lower child
care costs for families.
S. 1376
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1376, a bill to amend
title 9 of the United States Code with
respect to arbitration.
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S. 1380

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1380, a bill to amend the Cooperative
Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 to pro-
vide States and communities with ad-
ditional assistance to plant and main-
tain trees, and for other purposes.

S. 1384

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1384, a bill to promote and protect
from discrimination living organ do-
nors.

S.J. RES. 15

At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the names of the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the
Senator from West Virginia (Mrs. CAP-
1TO) were added as cosponsors of S.J.
Res. 15, a joint resolution disapproving
the rule submitted by the Department
of Commerce relating to ‘‘Procedures
Covering Suspension of Liquidation,
Duties and Estimated Duties in Accord
With Presidential Proclamation 10414”.

S.J. RES. 24

At the request of Mr. MULLIN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. CoTTON) Was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 24, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endan-
gered Species Status for Northern
Long-Eared Bat’’.

S. CON. RES. 7

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 7, a concurrent reso-
lution condemning Russia’s unjust and
arbitrary detention of Russian opposi-
tion leader Vladimir Kara-Murza who
has stood up in defense of democracy,
the rule of law, and free and fair elec-
tions in Russia.

S. RES. 53

At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
the name of the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MARSHALL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 53, a resolution estab-
lishing a Women’s Bill of Rights to re-
affirm legal protections afforded to
women under Federal law.

S. RES. 99

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 99, a resolution supporting
the goals of International Women’s
Day.

S. RES. 104

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 104, a resolution recog-
nizing the heritage, culture, and con-
tributions of Latinas in the United
States.
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S. RES. 158

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 158, a resolution con-
demning the deportation of children
from Ukraine to the Russian Federa-
tion and the forcible transfer of chil-
dren within territories of Ukraine that
are temporarily occupied by Russian
forces.

S. RES. 185

At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 185, a resolution designating April
2023 as ‘‘Financial Literacy Month’’.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
TESTER, Mrs. CAPITO, and Ms.
BALDWIN):

S. 1397. A bill to modify the Federal
TRIO programs; to the Committee on

Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.
Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I

rise today to introduce the Educational
Opportunity and Success Act, which
would reauthorize and strengthen the
Federal TRIO Programs. I want to
thank Senators TESTER, CAPITO, and
BALDWIN for being original cosponsors.
Senator TESTER and I are cochairs of
the Congressional TRIO Caucus.

I have been a longtime champion of
TRIO, which helps students get the
supports they need to prepare for, suc-
ceed in, and graduate from college.
Prior to my election to the Senate, I
worked at Husson University in Ban-
gor, many of whose students are the
first in their families to go to college,
and I saw firsthand the importance of
programs like TRIO.

Maine’s 30 TRIO Programs serve
more than 7,500 students throughout
the State and are focused on increasing
educational opportunities for first-gen-
eration and low-income students, as
well as students with disabilities. I
have been inspired by the stories of
TRIO students from all across Maine
and have seen how TRIO opens doors to
the opportunities that come with pur-
suing and completing postsecondary
education.

For example, Myles Ouellette, who
currently resides in Van Buren, ME,
credits TRIO not only with helping him
to complete postsecondary education
but also with saving his life. Myles par-
ticipated in Upward Bound and Edu-
cational Talent Search at Van Buren
High School. He enlisted in the Army
after high school and developed an ad-
diction to painkillers following an in-
jury. After being released from prison,
he enrolled in the University of Maine
at Augusta, where he participated in
the TRIO Student Support Services
Program. With help and support from
this program, Myles earned a bach-
elor’s degree in applied science. He
then went on to complete an MBA in
healthcare management from Husson
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University. According to Myles, Maine
TRIO helped him find his life’s purpose
and empowered him to reach his full
potential.

Congress created the TRIO Programs
because it recognized that low-income,
first-generation college students often
face significant obstacles in accessing
and completing higher education. Our
bipartisan bill would reauthorize these
programs, modestly increase grant
sizes, and make it easier for adminis-
trators to reach students who would
benefit from TRIO. It updates the way
that programs are evaluated and
streamlines the application process. In
addition, the bill would increase sti-
pends for students participating in
TRIO Programs and create a new sti-
pend for veterans participating in the
Veterans Upward Bound Program.

The Educational Opportunity and
Success Act would also institute a
commonsense process for correcting
TRIO applications with minor errors
and prevent the Department of Edu-
cation from rejecting applications sim-
ply on the basis of formatting criteria.
In 2017, the Department initially re-
jected dozens of Upward Bound applica-
tions based on arbitrary, nonsub-
stantive formatting criteria, such as
line-spacing and font size irregular-
ities. One of these applications was
from the TUniversity of Maine at
Presque Isle, which had used one-and-a-
half spacing instead of double spacing
in text appearing in graphics on 2 of its
application’s 65 pages.

The Department’s bureaucratic deci-
sion would have denied 960 disadvan-
taged Maine high school students the
chance to fulfill their academic poten-
tial. After months of advocacy, I
worked with the Department and my
Appropriations colleagues to reverse
this ill-conceived policy, and the Uni-
versity of Maine at Presque Isle re-
ceived a well-deserved TRIO grant to
serve those students.

TRIO Programs have changed the
lives of first-generation students in
Maine and across the country. The
Educational Opportunity and Success
Act would improve these important
programs and help ensure they are
reaching the students who need them
most. I urge my colleagues to support
this bipartisan bill.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 188—CELE-
BRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
STATE OF ISRAEL, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RiscH, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. COONS,
Mr. YOUNG, Mr. KAINE, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. ScoTT of South Caro-
lina, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. BLACKBURN,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
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RICKETTS, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. HAGERTY,
Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCOTT of
Florida, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. REs. 188

Whereas May 14, 2023, marks the 75th anni-
versary of the establishment of the State of
Israel;

Whereas May 11, 2023, marks the 74th anni-
versary of Israel’s membership in the United
Nations;

Whereas, on September 21, 1922, President
Warren G. Harding signed House Joint Reso-
lution 322, after unanimous support from the
House of Representatives and the Senate, en-
dorsing the Balfour Declaration establishing
a national home for the Jewish people;

Whereas, on May 14, 1948, the people of
Israel proclaimed the establishment of the
sovereign and independent State of Israel;

Whereas, on May 14, 1948, President Harry
S. Truman, on behalf of the United States,
was the first foreign leader to recognize the
Jewish government of the State of Israel;

Whereas the establishment of the State of
Israel realized the right of the Jewish people
to self-determination and is an outgrowth of
the existence of the historic and ancestral
kingdom of Israel established in the land of
Israel 3,000 years ago with Jerusalem as its
capital;

Whereas the establishment of the modern
State of Israel as a homeland for the Jews
followed the slaughter of more than 6,000,000
Jews during the Holocaust;

Whereas the Declaration of the Establish-
ment of the State of Israel, proclaimed on
May 14, 1948, states, in part, “THE STATE
OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish immigra-
tion and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it
will foster the development of the country
for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will
be based on freedom, justice and peace as en-
visaged by the prophets of Israel; it will en-
sure complete equality of social and political
rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of
religion, race or sex; it will guarantee free-
dom of religion, conscience, language, edu-
cation and culture; it will safeguard the Holy
Places of all religions; and it will be faithful
to the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations.”’;

Whereas, to preserve these values and the
institutions of Israeli democracy, Israel has
enacted and amended the Basic Laws of
Israel, which provide the foundation of
Israel’s democratic system;

Whereas Israel is home to a vibrant Arab
community, comprising an estimated 20 per-
cent of Israel’s population and possessing
equal rights under Israeli law;

Whereas the people of Israel have estab-
lished a pluralistic democratic political sys-
tem, including freedom of speech, a free
press, free, fair, and open elections, the rule
of law, and other democratic principles and
practices;

Whereas Israel—

(1) offers invaluable contributions to the
international community, including humani-
tarian aid, entrepreneurship, cybersecurity,
military weaponry, counterterrorism, air-
port security, agriculture, water manage-
ment, arid-zone farming, medical advances,
natural gas, and other technologies; and

(2) will promote a positive vision for
emerging technologies that is anchored by
democratic values;

Whereas robust bilateral ties with Israel—

(1) contribute to the security interests of
the United States;

(2) produce security, economic, and cul-
tural benefits in the region;

(3) increase regional integration and sta-
bility; and
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(4) build confidence with respect to peace
negotiations;

Whereas Israel—

(1) maintains diplomatic relations with 166
of the 193 member states of the United Na-
tions; and

(2) retains 80 resident embassies, 21 con-
sulates general, and 7 special missions glob-
ally;

Whereas Israel maintains free trade agree-
ments with the United States, members of
the European Union, members of the Euro-
pean Free Trade Association, Canada, Mex-
ico, Ukraine, Jordan, the United Arab Emir-
ates, and other nation states;

Whereas, in 1987, the United States Gov-
ernment designated Israel as a major non-
NATO ally;

Whereas, in 2014, the United States Gov-
ernment designated Israel as a major stra-
tegic partner;

Whereas, on March 26, 1979, the Arab Re-
public of Egypt signed a peace treaty with
Israel, becoming the first Arab country to
establish full, normalized, diplomatic rela-
tions with the State of Israel;

Whereas, on October 26, 1994, the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan signed a peace
treaty with Israel, becoming the second Arab
country to normalize ties with Israel;

Whereas security coordination between the
State of Israel and the Palestinian National
Authority promotes stability and is critical
to deescalating tensions;

Whereas the United States has actively
supported and played a significant role in
the efforts to bring about Israeli-Palestinian
peace, consistent with the long-standing
United States commitment to a sustainable,
viable, two-state solution negotiated di-
rectly between the parties, resulting in an
end to the conflict and two states for two
peoples based on mutual recognition, dig-
nity, and peaceful neighborly relations;

Whereas, on September 15, 2020, the United
States, the State of Israel, the United Arab
Emirates, and the Kingdom of Bahrain
signed the Abraham Accords, consisting of
agreements to establish full relations be-
tween Israel and the United Arab Emirates
and between Israel and the Kingdom of Bah-
rain;

Whereas the landmark Abraham Accords
were quickly followed by agreements to nor-
malize relations between Israel and Sudan on
October 23, 2020, and between Israel and Mo-
rocco on December 10, 2020;

Whereas Congress underscored in the Israel
Relations Normalization Act of 2022 (division
Z of Public Law 117-103) that the Abraham
Accords, and related agreements and frame-
works, ‘‘have the potential to fundamentally
transform the security, diplomatic, and eco-
nomic environment in the Middle East and
North Africa and advance vital United
States national security interests’’;

Whereas the United States continues to
build upon the foundations and success of
the Abraham Accords by urging further nor-
malization with Israel and by deepening re-
gional integration and cooperation, includ-
ing between Israel and Bahrain, Egypt, Jor-
dan, Morocco, and the United Arab Emirates,
most recently, through holding the Negev
Summit on March 27 and 28, 2022, in Sde
Boker, Israel, and the establishment of the
Negev Forum on June 27, 2022, in Manama,
Bahrain;

Whereas, on June 27, 2022, the Negev
Forum Steering Committee announced the
establishment of—

(1) 6 working groups that foster the inte-
gration of clean energy, food and water secu-
rity, education and coexistence, health, re-
gional security, and tourism; and

(2) ‘“‘initiatives that strengthen the Pales-
tinian economy and improve the quality of
life of Palestinians”’;
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Whereas the joint security cooperation be-
tween the United States and Israel in many
fields, including intelligence sharing, air de-
fense technology, joint comprehensive mili-
tary exercises, and cybersecurity, has proven
invaluable in strengthening the national se-
curity of the United States and Israel;

Whereas Israel faces growing threats to its
security, including—

(1) Iran’s advancing nuclear program and
support for global terrorism;

(2) terrorist threats from Hamas, Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad, and Hizballah; and

(3) other terrorist threats;

Whereas the United States and Israel have
signed three 10-year bilateral security co-
operation and assistance memoranda of un-
derstanding in which the United States com-
mitted to provide Israel with security assist-
ance valued at—

(1) $26,700,000,000 during the 10-year period
ending on September 30, 2008;

(2) $30,000,000,000 during the 10-year period
ending on September 30, 2018; and

(3) $38,000,000,000 during the 10-year period
ending on September 30, 2028;

Whereas Congress has appropriated
amounts in accordance with such memo-
randa of understanding, reflecting the two
countries’ shared priorities in the region and
the strength of United States support for
maintaining Israel’s qualitative military
edge;

Whereas Congress passed the Nita M.
Lowey Middle East Partnership for Peace
Act of 2020 (title VIII of division K of Public
Law 116-260), which supports economic devel-
opment and peacebuilding efforts between
Israelis and Palestinians;

Whereas antisemitism continues to rise
globally, reaching an alarming all-time high
during 2021 with 2,717 incidents in the United
States and an estimated 1,090,000,000 people
worldwide harboring antisemitic attitudes,
making self-determination and a safe haven
for the Jewish people even more necessary;

Whereas Israel has absorbed millions of
Jews from countries throughout the world
and fully integrated them into Israeli soci-
ety;

Whereas, the United States and Israel have
maintained a special relationship for 75
years based on mutually shared democratic
values, common strategic interests, and
moral bonds of friendship and mutual respect
between their countries and people;

Whereas Israel’s involvement as an active
member of the community of nations bene-
fits Israel, the United States, and all govern-
ments that share common values and pro-
mote democratic stability throughout the
world; and

Whereas the United States will continue to
advocate for equitable treatment of Israel in
international fora in the face of antisemitic
bias: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the historic significance of,
and joins the Israeli people in their celebra-
tion of, the 75th anniversary of the founding
of the State of Israel;

(2) reaffirms—

(A) the longstanding and indelible partner-
ship between the United States and Israel;

(B) the unshakeable commitment of the
United States to the security of the State of
Israel; and

(C) the right of Israel to exist in peace,
prosperity, and security alongside its neigh-
bors;

(3) reiterates its support for a comprehen-
sive and lasting peace between Israelis and
Palestinians, in which both enjoy peace, se-
curity, and prosperity;

(4) encourages the diplomatic recognition
of the State of Israel and robust engagement
with Israel from all governments around the
world;
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(5) reiterates its support for the Abraham
Accords, the Negev Forum, and all other on-
going efforts to formalize and strengthen re-
lations between Israel and its Arab neighbors
in pursuit of a more integrated and peaceful
region;

(6) reaffirms its continuing support for
Israel as a Jewish and democratic state that
is committed—

(A) to defending the security, freedom and
equality of all its inhabitants, regardless of
religion, race, or sex; and

(B) to guaranteeing freedom of religion,
conscience, language, education, and cul-
ture;

(7) reaffirms that the United States will
continue to fight against antisemitism glob-
ally and against the efforts to delegitimize
Israel in international fora;

(8) commends the people of Israel for their
remarkable achievements in building a plu-
ralistic democratic society in the Middle
East; and

(9) extends the warmest congratulations
and best wishes to the State of Israel and her
people for a peaceful, prosperous, and suc-
cessful future.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 189—COM-
MENDING AND CONGRATU-

LATING THE QUINNIPIAC UNI-
VERSITY MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM
FOR WINNING THE 2023 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION DIVISION I MEN’S
HOCKEY NATIONAL CHAMPION-
SHIP

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mr. MURPHY) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 189

Whereas, on Saturday, April 8, 2023, the
Quinnipiac University men’s hockey team
(referred to in this preamble as the
“Quinnipiac Bobcats’’) won the 2023 National
Collegiate Athletic Association (referred to
in this preamble as ‘‘NCAA’’) Men’s Hockey
Championship with a 3-2 win over the Min-
nesota Golden Gophers, at Amalie Arena in
Tampa, Florida;

Whereas the 2023 national championship is
the first national championship for the
Quinnipiac Bobcats;

Whereas the Quinnipiac Bobcats have dem-
onstrated remarkably consistent success in
the past decade, and have made the NCAA
Championship tournament in 8 of the last 10
seasons;

Whereas Jacob Quillan was named the
Most Outstanding Player of the 2023 NCAA
Championship tournament, finishing the
NCAA Championship tournament with 5
goals and setting a new Quinnipiac Univer-
sity record for most goals scored in a single
tournament;

Whereas Rand Pecknold, the head coach of
the Quinnipiac Bobcats, has led the team for
29 years and transformed the Quinnipiac
Bobcats from a Division II program to a Na-
tional Division I powerhouse; and

Whereas the National Championship was
played in front of 20,000 people in Tampa,
Florida, and was the most watched ‘“‘Frozen
Four Final”’ game in more than 10 years:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the Quinnipiac University
men’s hockey team for winning the 2023 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association Divi-
sion I Men’s Hockey Championship;

(2) congratulates the fans, students, and
faculty of Quinnipiac University; and
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(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmits an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the President of Quinnipiac University,
Dr. Judy Olian; and

(B) the head coach of the Quinnipiac Uni-
versity men’s hockey team, Rand Pecknold.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 190—COM-
MEMORATING AND SUPPORTING
THE GOALS OF “WORLD QUAN-
TUM DAY”

Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Ms. HAS-
SAN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 190

Whereas quantum physics describes nature
at the scale of atoms and subatomic par-
ticles;

Whereas ‘“World Quantum Day” is cele-
brated by scientists in more than 65 coun-
tries to promote public understanding of
quantum science and technology around the
world;

Whereas the United States has recognized
quantum information science and tech-
nology as a key technology area for eco-
nomic competition;

Whereas quantum physics helps us to un-
derstand and develop technologies critical to
everyday life, such as GPS, semiconductors,
and lasers;

Whereas quantum information science is a
multidisciplinary field, bridging science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
(referred to in this preamble as ‘“STEM”’);

Whereas STEM is a critical part of edu-
cation for children, and aptitude in STEM is
essential for a knowledge-based society and
for economic competition;

Whereas the United States needs to rein-
force STEM education for all students in
order to better prepare children for future
careers in emerging technologies, including
quantum, to succeed in a 21st-century econ-
omy;

Whereas STEM can be a fun and inter-
esting part of education for children, and
learning about quantum principles of super-
position and entanglement can be an engag-
ing way to teach children and attract the
children to study STEM;

Whereas the Planck constant is a funda-
mental constant governing quantum physics,
which is used to define universal measure-
ments such as the kilogram; and

Whereas the rounded first significant dig-
its of the Planck constant are 4.14, and thus
April 14 of each year is internationally rec-
ognized as ‘“World Quantum Day’’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of “World Quantum
Day’” to recognize and celebrate the role
that quantum physics plays in our daily
lives; and

(2) encourages schools and educators to ob-
serve the day with appropriate activities
that teach students about quantum physics
and engage students in the study of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
have 12 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
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ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at 9 a.m., to
conduct a subcommittee hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 2, 2023,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at 9:30 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet in executive session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Tues-
day, May 2, 2023, at 10 a.m.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 2, 2023,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
May 2, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
closed briefing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EAST ASIA, THE PACIFIC, AND
INTERNATIONAL CYBERSECURITY POLICY
The Subcommittee on East Asia, the
Pacific, and International Cybersecu-
rity Policy of the Committee on For-
eign Relations is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at 3 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION,
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
The Subcommittee on Housing,
Transportation, and Community Devel-
opment of the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at 2:45
p.m., to conduct a hybrid hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT
The Subcommittee on Readiness and
Management Support of the Com-
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mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES

The Subcommittee on Strategic
Forces of the Committee on Armed
Services is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
May 2, 2023, at 4:45 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.

———

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE QUINNIPIAC UNI-
VERSITY MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM
FOR WINNING THE 2023 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION DIVISION I MEN’S
HOCKEY NATIONAL CHAMPION-
SHIP

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 189, sub-
mitted earlier today.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 189) commending and
congratulating the Quinnipiac University
men’s hockey team for winning the 2023 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association Divi-
sion I Men’s Hockey National Championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

189) was

COMMEMORATING AND
PORTING THE GOALS
“WORLD QUANTUM DAY”

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 190,
which is at the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 190) commemorating
and supporting the goals of “World Quantum
Day”.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

SUP-
OF
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 3,
2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, May 3; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that following the con-
clusion of morning business, the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to re-
sume consideration of the Merchant
nomination postcloture; further, that
all cloture time on the Merchant nomi-
nation be considered expired at 11:30
a.m. and the Senate vote on confirma-
tion of the nomination; that following
the cloture vote on the Hsu nomina-
tion, notwithstanding rule XXII, the
Senate resume legislative session and
the Committee on Environment and
Public Works be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S.J. Res. 9 and
the Senate proceed to the en bloc con-
sideration of H.J. Res. 39, which was re-
ceived from the House, and S.J. Res. 9;
that at 6:15 p.m., the joint resolutions
be considered read a third time and the
Senate vote on the passage of the joint
resolutions, in the order previously
listed, with 15 minutes for debate,
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees, between the
votes on the joint resolutions; further,
that following disposition of the joint
resolutions, the Senate resume execu-
tive session and, if cloture has been in-
voked on the Hsu nomination, vote on
confirmation of the nomination; fi-
nally, that if any nominations are con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. SCHUMER. For the information
of the Senate, there will be two votes
at 11:30 a.m. and four votes at 6:15 p.m.

——

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator WELCH.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Vermont.

190) was

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

DEBT CEILING

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, I want to
speak about the looming debt crisis,
the fact that within 30 days, there is a
real and substantial likelihood that
America will do something that Amer-
ica has never done; and that is fail to
pay its bills in full and on time.

There is a lot of discussion about the
debt. It is $31 trillion. There is very lit-
tle discussion about what that debt is,
who owns that debt, and what the im-
plications are to all of us—the people
we represent, our State and local gov-
ernments, our private institutions, and
our economy—if, in fact, we do the un-
thinkable and default on the debt.

Of that $31 trillion debt, $8 trillion is
held by governmental entities; that in-
cludes the Federal Reserve, two Social
Security trust funds, the Medicare in-
surance trust, and the U.S. military re-
tirement plan. Anything we do to jeop-
ardize the value of those Treasury
bills—where 100 cents is what they are
worth on the dollar—compromises the
security that Americans depend on
from those trust funds.

The $24 trillion in treasuries held by
the public includes $3 trillion held by
individuals, by households, by for-prof-
it and not-for-profit entities, and by
endowments. If we jeopardize that $1
for $1 risk-free asset, it means those in-
dividuals who own the Treasury bond
as part of their portfolio lose value.

And $2.8 trillion is held by money
market mutual funds. Every one of our
constituents knows what those are.
Most of our constituents have money
deposited in a money market account.
They absolutely believe that they are
going to get $1 out for every $1 they
put in. We jeopardize that Treasury bill
by defaulting on our debt. They may
get 95 cents or 90 cents. That is real
havoc and real pain for so many Ameri-
cans.

And $2 trillion is held by banks. That
is the money that they have to guar-
antee the deposits. If we think we have
an issue with the run on the banks of
First Republic and SVB, wait until this
happens and there is a run on these
banks who, because of inaction that
this Congress took, has a vast and cat-
aclysmic reduction in the value of
their deposits.

And $1.5 trillion is held by various
State and local governments—that is
the town you live in; that is the town
I live in—where that is set aside to
help their citizens. They lose value on
those securities. They can do less for
water and sewer, for schools, and roads
in their own communities.

And $1.1 trillion is held by private
pension funds; that is, folks who have
saved and put into their pension fund
for their retirement. If that asset, the
Treasury bond, declines in value be-
cause of the default, their retirement is
in jeopardy.

And $7 trillion is held by foreign cen-
tral banks and foreign investors. That
helps us because they help us keep our
interest rates down, and they do that
because the dollar in is a dollar, plus
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interest, out. That is jeopardized by
this reckless plan to default on our
debt as a leverage device to get things
totally outside of what that debt is.

No. 1, Treasurys are the bedrock of
our financial system because they are
viewed as a safe asset, and they have
been safe ever since the founding of our
country.

Equally important, Treasury bills are
considered risk-free. You put that dol-
lar in, you buy a Treasury, you are
going to get that dollar back abso-
lutely, plus the interest on the coupon.

Third, Treasurys are the device in
our willingness to pay, unquestioned,
that has made the dollar the reserve
currency of the world. I go back to
what I said earlier—$7 trillion are
owned by foreign banks. They put their
money here because they have total
and complete confidence that it is safe.
If we default on our debt, we lose that
status, they lose that assurance, and
we in this country start paying higher
interest rates.

There is real harm to individuals as
well, as the economy goes through a
cataclysm of the first-time default in
the history of the country.

Analysts who have looked at this say
a typical worker near retirement—and
I am including folks in Vermont—
would see a $20,000 reduction in what
they have available for retirement. The
average new 30-year mortgage would be
increased in cost over the life of its
mortgage by $130,000. Think of what
you could do with that to help your
child with an education. It would be-
come much harder to borrow.

The national debt—the national
debt—would increase by $850 billion. So
the folks who are advocating default as
a way of ‘‘cutting down spending’’ are
doing the single most destructive thing
that they could do that will result in
increasing spending. So this notion of
defaulting on our debt, we are using
that as a tactic to get something com-
pletely unrelated to what we all know
is the obligation to pay our bills.

A confident country always pays its
bills. It is a disaster for the economy
and has long-term devastating implica-
tions for everyday Americans as well
as our reputation and strength as a
country.

This is not a custom. It is embedded
in our DNA as a country that we pay
our bills in full and on time, and it
started just after we became an inde-
pendent country. We were broke.

Alexander Hamilton, as you Kknow,
was our first Treasury Secretary. He
had to make a decision. We had bor-
rowed a lot of money to prosecute our
revolution. Those bonds that rep-
resented that borrowed money were
worth pennies on the dollar. The ques-
tion for Alexander Hamilton was, pay
pennies on the dollar or pay 100 cents
on the dollar. Despite the fact that this
was an incredible hardship, Alexander
Hamilton and our government then
made the decision that those war bonds
were going to be repaid in full. The
benefit of that to us was that we estab-
lished, as a country, that we were safe,
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we were sound, and we were reliable.
And no matter what the circumstances
were, if we owed the money, we paid
the money that was owed; we paid it in
full; and we paid it on time. The bene-
fits to our country and to us as individ-
uals over the generations where we
have kept that commitment have been
incalculable.

So the notion that we should put
that in jeopardy and even threaten not
to pay our bills is something that has
never, ever happened before in this
country and should never happen.

On this question of negotiation, let
me ask the question: Why would Presi-
dent Biden—why would any President,
Republican or Democrat—negotiate
when the effect of that is to threaten
the pension deposits of the people we
represent? Why would the President—
any President—negotiate when the
outcome of that negotiation threatens
your money market deposits? Why
would this President—or any Presi-
dent—negotiate when the outcome of
that negotiation would weaken our
pension funds, where that negotia-
tion—if it comes out the way the pro-
ponents of default as a tactic wish—is
going to make it really tough on every-
day people: our small businesses, our
local governments, and our savings for
our kids’ education?

We pay our bills in full and on time.
That is what the United States of
America has always done. That is what
the United States of America must al-
ways do.

I yield the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate stands adjourned until 10 a.m.
tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:56 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, May 3,
2023, at 10 a.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION

STEVEN L. SWIG, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MILLENNIUM CHAL-
LENGE CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF THREE YEARS,
VICE GEORGE M. MARCUS, TERM EXPIRED.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

EDGARD D. KAGAN, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO MALAYSIA.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be general

GEN. KENNETH S. WILSBACH

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. LINDA S. HURRY
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. MIGUEL A. MENDEZ

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

S1469

To be brigadier general
COL. MARLENE K. MARKOTAN
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601,
AND TITLE 50, U.S.C., SECTION 2511:

To be admiral
VICE ADM. WILLIAM J. HOUSTON
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major

JEREMY P. MALLARI

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major
EBONY V. LUNA
IN THE SPACE FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES
SPACE FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major
IRVIN A. GEORGE
FOREIGN SERVICE

THE FOLLOWING-NAMED CAREER MEMBERS OF THE
SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE FOR THE PERSONAL RANK OF CAREER AMBAS-
SADOR IN RECOGNITION OF ESPECIALLY DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OVER A SUSTAINED PERIOD:

JOHN R. BASS II, OF VIRGINIA
BRIAN A. NICHOLS, OF CALIFORNIA

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate May 2, 2023:
THE JUDICIARY

MICHAEL FARBIARZ, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW
JERSEY.

ROBERT KIRSCH, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW
JERSEY.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CELEBRATING THE FORTIETH AN-
NIVERSARY OF SFJAZZ AND THE
RETIREMENT OF ITS FOUNDER,
RANDALL KLINE

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise with over-
whelming joy today in celebration of the for-
tieth anniversary of a beloved and iconic insti-
tution in my home City, SFJAZZ.

What began as a two-night Jazz in the City
festival four decades ago has blossomed into
one of our community’s most cherished cul-
tural wonders and a true national treasure. All
are in awe of its world-class programming:
producing more than 450 concerts every year,
featuring artists from the Bay Area, from
across America and from around the world.
Through its committed focus on outreach and
education, including the award-winning High
School All-Stars initiative, SFJAZZ is also
helping to foster the next generation of musi-
cal excellence.

Personally, it was my privilege to attend the
grand opening of the SFJAZZ Center ten
years ago—another special anniversary that
we celebrate this year. This magnificent, state-
of-the-art concert hall has quickly become our
Nation’s premier hub for jazz: not only a
venue to enjoy glorious music, but also a
training ground for young musicians to study
their craft.

When the COVID pandemic struck, SFJAZZ
swiftly pivoted to digital programming—Ilifting
spirits by bringing beautiful music directly into
people’s homes, while helping keep our fami-
lies safe. At the same time, through the
SFJAZZ 50/50 Fund, the organization helped
channel donations directly to artists during a
difficult moment for the live entertainment in-
dustry.

As SFJAZZ marks four decades, San Fran-
ciscans—and all Americans—give thanks for
the joy, beauty and vibrancy it continues to
bring to our lives.

Mr. Speaker, | also rise today to pay tribute
to Randall Kline: the visionary leader of
SFJAZZ who made so much of its success
possible and who is stepping down as Execu-
tive Artistic Director after an extraordinary
forty-year career.

Randall’s story is the stuff of legend: first
hitch-hiking to San Francisco in 1974, then
putting down roots by the Bay with just $600
in his pocket, a bass and a dream. With a re-
lentless work ethic and an inexhaustible imagi-
nation, he has transformed SFJAZZ from a
community-based organization into a globally
revered jazz powerhouse.

Our Nation owes him a debt of gratitude for
the towering role that he has played in pre-
serving and promoting an all-American art
form. So, it is only fitting that Randall is hon-
ored with the SFJAZZ Lifetime Achievement
Award, as his leadership has left an indelible
mark on the cultural fabric of our City, our
Country and our world.

On behalf of Randall’s many friends in the
Bay Area and beyond, we salute his four dec-
ades of dedicated service to our City and send
best wishes on this joyful occasion as he pre-
pares for his next adventure.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
had my vote for H.J. Res. 27, the “Providing
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
titte 5 United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of the Army, Corps
of Engineers, Department of Defense and the
Environmental Protection Agency relating to
“Revised Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States’” been cast, it would be recorded as
YEA. | would also like the record to show that
had my vote for H.J. Res. 42, the “Dis-
approving the action of the District of Colum-
bia Council in approving the Comprehensive
Policing and Justice Reform Amendment Act”
been cast, it would be recorded as NAY. Fur-
ther, had my vote for H.R. 1149, the “Coun-
tering Untrusted Telecommunications Abroad
Act” been cast, it would be recorded a YEA.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 187, NAY on Roll Call
No. 188, and YEA on Roll Call No. 189.

———

RECOGNIZING THE AMHERST
POLICE CLUB

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | am pleased to recognize The Amherst
Police Club for their continued dedication to
community service and safety. This is a model
organization that serves as much-needed sup-
port to the heroes in our community.

In 1819, Timothy S. Hopkins was elected
the first supervisor for the Town of Amherst.
He appointed two Constables, Joseph Her-
shey and Palmer Cleveland. These two men
patrolled the present boundaries of Amherst
(as well as portions of Cheektowaga). By
1883, the number of Town Constables had
been increased to five. In 1924, the Town of
Ambherst Police and the Village of Williamsville
Police merged, and by 1938, the department
had grown to thirteen men. Since that time,
the Town of Amherst Police has only contin-
ued to grow and meet the needs of their citi-
zens in large part due to the help and rep-
resentation of the Amherst Police Club.

The Amherst Police Club, Inc., is a non-
profit organization that represents the sworn
police officers of the Town of Amherst. They
give back to the community and sponsor nu-

merous charitable causes, events, youth
sports teams and youth activities that have a
positive impact and touch the lives of those
they serve and protect. They also host annual
events for the community to benefit the Am-
herst Police Benevolent Association. The rep-
resentation of our sworn police officers re-
quires a deep understanding and appreciation
of dedication to service, and for that, Amherst
Police Club fits the bill.

| ask that you join me in recognizing and
giving thanks to outstanding organizations in
the Western New York area, especially to the
Ambherst Police Club as they are honored
today for their continued dedication and self-
less service to their community.

RECOGNIZING BO WHITE FOR HIS
EXCEPTIONAL MILITARY  CA-
REER AND GLOBAL HUMANI-
TARIAN EFFORTS

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize Bo White for his distinguished
military and special operations career, as well
as his unwavering commitment to helping
those in need across the globe. Throughout
his life, Bo has continually put the interests of
others over his own, risking his personal safe-
ty and well-being to do so. He deserves our
utmost respect and gratitude for all he has
done to protect our national security and the
most vulnerable in society.

Following his graduation from Traverse City
Christian School, Bo became a
pararescueman for the United States Air
Force, joining an elite company in one of our
Nation’s most prestigious and respected spe-
cial forces groups. When the war in Ukraine
began in February of 2022, Bo played an inte-
gral part in the safe extraction of FOX News’
Benjamin Hall and personally led ventures into
afflicted areas to facilitate evacuation and re-
lief efforts.

Bo’s sacrificial actions throughout his mili-
tary career warrant the highest praise and na-
tional recognition. He has proven on many oc-
casions that he will risk his life for a stranger
without seeking acknowledgement or thanks.
That extent of humility and valor has made Bo
one of Michigan’s most prized citizens. We
owe him our utmost respect and appreciation
for what he has already accomplished
throughout his storied life and for what he will
achieve in the future.

Mr. Speaker, again it is my honor to recog-
nize Bo White for his exceptional service to
our country, his determination to help others,
and his extraordinary impact on the lives of
those in conflict zones in Eastern Europe. On
behalf of Michigan’s First District, | extend my
gratitude to Bo and his family and wish them
the best in their future endeavors.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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TRIBUTE TO JANNA NICHOLS—
CALIFORNIA’S 24TH CONGRES-
SIONAL WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. SALUD 0. CARBAJAL

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, each year,
through the Woman of the Year Award, my of-
fice extends special recognition to women on
the Central Coast who have made a difference
in our community. | would like to recognize
one outstanding Women of the Year Award re-
cipient, Janna Nichols of San Luis Obispo,
California.

A longtime resident of San Luis Obispo,
Janna Nichols, has been a leader and advo-
cate by providing support and resources to
some of the most vulnerable in our commu-
nity. Since 2009, Janna has been the Execu-
tive Director of 5Cities Homeless Coalition, a
local non-profit, assisting individuals who are
homeless or facing homelessness.

Through Janna’s leadership and insight,
5Cities Homeless Coalition is working to
strengthen community by mobilizing resources
and providing support and hope for individuals
at risk of being homeless or are already
homeless. She not only provides the services
that are crucial to assist those in need, but en-
gages her community to fully understand the
complexities of homelessness and invites
those to get engaged in creating and imple-
menting solutions to reduce it.

When Janna sees a need in the community,
she steps up and mobilizes by bringing other
agencies together and finds the funds to make
projects come to fruition. Janna found the
funding and the resources to make the newly
opened Cabin Project in Grover Beach a re-
ality. The 20-cabin project contains a bath
house, community room and on-site case
managers contributing to the success of the
project.

Janna is well liked and respected in the
5Cities community in San Luis Obispo County.
She has many agencies who consistently
show support, donating their time and goods
to the project she manages under the 5Cities
Homeless Coalition. She has a strong connec-
tion to the Central Coast, and a proven track-
record of community involvement through her
partnerships with local restaurants, the Arroyo
Grande Community Hospital, and other non-
profit, state, and local agencies.

Janna has inspired change and empowered
others by enabling her staff to know their cli-
ents and understand the situations that bring
them to the 5Cities Homeless Coalition. Janna
has created a safe place for people who are
vulnerable in our community, developing a
welcoming space to come and find the support
they need.

| am honored to recognize Janna for her
continued commitment to provide services and
resources to individuals and families on the
Central Coast. | ask all Members to join me
today in honoring an exceptional woman of
California’s 24th Congressional District, Janna
Nichols, for her incredible service to her com-
munity.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JOHN
REED

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the life of John Reed, a history
teacher, civil rights activist, and cherished
member of the Cape Cod community.

The third of five children, John was born on
September 28, 1950, to parents George and
Rachel Reed. John was raised in Dorchester,
Massachusetts. It was in this same the neigh-
borhood where John first met his wife, Karen,
in junior high. The two attended Dorchester
High School together and had their first date
at their junior year prom.

After graduating from Dorchester High
School in 1968, John attended the University
of Massachusetts Amherst, where he received
both his bachelor’s and master’s in history and
education. Tutoring his classmates and peers
all throughout school, John always had a pas-
sion for mentoring and helping others from a
young age. John continued this passion as a
teacher at Barnstable High School in 1973,
where he taught history for 35 years. During
his time at Barnstable High School, John
served as a member of the Massachusetts
Teachers Association and the National Edu-
cation Association, as well as a member and
the President of the Barnstable Teachers As-
sociation.

John constantly strove to support and better
the lives of his students, especially his stu-
dents of color. In 1993, John took on the role
of Barnstable High School’s attendance and
equity officer. John also started the Imani
Club, which celebrates and advocates for stu-
dents of color at Barnstable High School. The
club’s name comes from the Swahili word for
faith and belief. John’s commitment to improv-
ing equity and diversity in schools did not go
unnoticed, John was awarded the Human and
Civil Rights Award from the Massachusetts
Teachers Association in 1993 and the H.
Councill Trenholm Memorial Award from the
National Education Association in 2008.

John’s efforts to further human and equal
rights were not just limited to the classroom.
John served as the President of the Cape Cod
chapter of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP) for 17
years from 1991 until 2008. Additionally, he
founded the Barnstable County Human Rights
Advisory Commission in 2005, as well as the
Barnstable County Human Rights Academy for
students across Cape Cod. John was also a
co-founder of the Zion Union Heritage Mu-
seum in Hyannis, which celebrates the African
American and Cape Verdean population on
Cape Cod.

Sadly, John left us too soon on February
10, 2023, at the age of 72. A celebration of life
is being held on April 29, 2023, to celebrate
and reflect on the lasting impact John has left
on the lives of his students and so many oth-
ers across Cape Cod. Whether during his time
at Barnstable High School, his years as the
Cape Cod NAACP President, or his work with
the Zion Union Heritage Museum, John’s dedi-
cation to advancing civil rights and giving a
voice to marginalized communities serves as
an example to all.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor the life of
John Reed and ask that my colleagues join
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me in recognizing his lifetime commitment to
supporting and advocating for those in his
community.

——————

HONORING CLINTON MIDDLE AND
HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE OLYM-
PIAD CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS

HON. JEFF DUNCAN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, today | want to
recognize the Clinton High School and Clinton
Middle School Olympiad teams for both bring-
ing home the state championship in Charles-
ton this month and qualifying for the National
Science Olympiad Tournament in Kansas this
May.

The Science Olympiad was founded in 1984
as the premier team STEM competition in the
nation and provides standards-based chal-
lenges to 6,000 teams at 425 tournaments in
all 50 states. Winning the State Olympiad is a
tremendous accomplishment alone, but the
fact that Clinton has a history of excellence in
the Science Olympiad is even more impres-
sive.

Clinton has been involved in the Olympiad
since 1986, and | am proud of Clinton’s con-
tinued success in this competition. Clinton
Middle School, formerly Bell Street Middle
School, has won the State Olympiad title nine-
teen times in the last twenty-one years, and
Clinton High School has won the State title
twelve of the last fifteen years.

| would like to congratulate the coaches and
the members of Clinton’s State Championship
Science Olympiad Team for their win this
year.

This year's middle school team included:
Jackie Alcudia, Liam Bell, Rylee Bell, Madison
Boyter, Lauren Ficklin, Sam Hunt, Salaam
Jenkins, Jacob King, Matthew King, Shayne
Kiselak, Hank Lanford, Landen Lowman, Kelly
Nelson, Sidney Nelson, Arohi Patel, Shrey
Patel, Ada Tiller, Brian Phillips, Aubrie Watts,
Ben Wiggins, and Marlee Williamson.

This year's high school team included:
Kaelyn Bell, Jules Darden, Keegan Fortman,
Julieta Garcia, Becca King, Anna Litzenberger,
Addison Lowman, Shane Nelson, Junia Nolan,
Wes Ray, Helen Sarah, Bailey Suarez, and
Rachel Vondergeest.

And of course, we have to remember the
coaches because a team is only as good as
its leadership: Head Coach Terri O’Shields,
David O’Shields, Kevin Cox, Michael Mack,
Jason Smith, Ami Vaughan, Allison Lanford,
Stan Walsh, Jimbo Langston, Scott Shiflet,
Dianne Summer, Sharon Lone, David Bell,
Katie Scarlett, Maggie O’Shields, and Asheton
Wilbanks.

Clinton High School defeated fourteen other
high school teams to win and brought home
the gold medal in Astronomy, Bridge Building,
Chemistry Lab, Dynamic Planet, Environ-
mental Chemistry, Forestry, Remote Sensing,
and Wifi Lab. Clinton Middle School defeated
all of its competition in each event.

Congratulations to the students of Clinton
High School and Clinton Middle School for an-
other Olympiad State Championship. Their
success is a testament to their talent, hard
work, and dedication.

South Carolina is rooting for them as they
compete in the National Science Olympiad
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Tournament next month. They all have bright
futures and are the innovators of tomorrow—
the sky is the limit. | thank them and God
Bless.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LENA AMER-
ICAN LEGION POST 342 ON ITS
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to congratulate the Lena American Legion
Post 342 on its 100th Anniversary.

Post 342 was founded on February 1, 1922,
when the founding members came together to
sign the Legion constitution forming the Lena
American Legion Post. For 100 years, the
Lena American Legion Post 342 has upheld
the vision of legions across the country to the
highest degree. Post 342 proudly carries the
names of Lena natives and World War One
veterans, Corporal Everett Doney and Private
Desire DeGrave.

Corporal Doney was born on October 3,
18983. He enlisted in the armed forces in 1917,
serving with the Company M, 127th Infantry
Regiment of the 32nd Division of the U.S.
Army in France. Corporal Doney was killed in
action on August 4, 1918. He is laid to rest in
the soldier’'s section of Evergreen cemetery in
Oconto, Wisconsin.

Private DeGrave was born on April 8, 1896.
He enlisted in the armed forces in 1917 and
served with the 150th Machine Gun Battalion
of the 42nd Division, American Expeditionary
Force in France. Private DeGrave was killed in
action on July 27, 1918. He is laid to rest at
St. Charles Catholic cemetery in Lena. The le-
gion carries on the memory, service, and sac-
rifice of Corporal Doney and Private DeGrave
through their vision of strengthening America
by improving the lives of veterans, the military,
and their families.

Post 342 has continued to grow from their
beginnings 100 years ago. Post 342 now has
over 42 members located across the United
States, who work together to teach future gen-
erations about the importance of service. The
members of Post 342 are a true inspiration
and example for all Americans. The continued
service and dedication that the members of
Post 342 have shown to not only the Lena
community, but to the United States of Amer-
ica is deserving of the highest degree of rec-
ognition.

As we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of
Post 342, we must recognize the outstanding
service that they continue to provide to Lena
and the entire Oconto County community.
Post 342 takes great pride in supporting the
local Lena High School and other organiza-
tions via numerous community events. Post
342 continues to be a voice for the men and
women who have served our country. At Post
342 every day they put country before self,
just as they did the day they joined the serv-
ice. American Legion Post 342 Doney-
DeGrave is a true credit to Northeast Wis-
consin.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
Lena American Legion Post 342 Doney-
DeGrave as they come together to celebrate
their 100th Anniversary.
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RECOGNIZING ANDREA KRITCHER
ON BEING ONE OF TIME’S 100
MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE OF
2023

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize Andrea Kritcher for being named
one of TIME’s 100 Most Influential People of
2023. Andrea is an exemplary nuclear engi-
neer and physicist. She has been credited
with making countless advancements in iner-
tial confinement fusion and continues to have
a lasting impact on the global understanding
of nuclear sciences. As a native of the Tra-
verse City area, Andrea deserves our praise
and respect for being named into this illus-
trious group of individuals.

Upon her graduation from Traverse City
Central High School, Andrea attended North-
western Michigan College and the University
of Michigan before studying at the University
of California Berkeley to pursue nuclear engi-
neering. Andrea then began her time at the
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and
has become an invaluable asset to their team.

Andrea’s commitment to her work is undeni-
able, and she has had a direct impact on
countless lives across the globe. The commu-
nities of Traverse City, Michigan’s First Dis-
trict, and the entirety of the scientific commu-
nity owe Andrea our utmost appreciation for
her continuous effort to expand science and
human understanding beyond its current
scope.

Mr. Speaker, again it is my honor to recog-
nize Andrea Kritcher for being named one of
science’s most influential figures of 2023 and
for her work in nuclear sciences. On behalf of
Michigan’s First District, | extend my gratitude
to Andrea and her family and wish them the
best in their future endeavors.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE YUMA PROVING
GROUND

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 80th anniversary of the United
States Army Yuma Proving Ground in Arizona.
Although the proving ground is only cele-
brating its 80th birthday, the land’s rich history
extends beyond a century. In 1850, Fort Yuma
was constructed overlooking the Colorado
River crossing, and 15 years later, a second
facility was constructed in 1865 to act as a
supply base for Army posts across the West-
ern United States.

Fast forward 78 years later in 1943, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers opened the
Yuma Test Branch, while General Patton se-
lected Yuma as the site for Camp Laguna. Al-
though this site was deactivated in 1944, it
was successfully prepared ground troops for
desert combat.

In 1963, the site reopened as Yuma Proving
Ground with a new, affirmed mission: to pro-
vide innovative testing for new technology and
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provide adaptable training to the entire de-
fense industry. Due to its overwhelming suc-
cess, the site was designated as a Major
Range and Test Facility Base only three years
later.

The proving ground constructed the “Cibola
Range” in 1971 for the purposes of testing
helicopters, umnanned aircraft, and naviga-
tions systems. With approximately 2,000 miles
of restricted airspace, Yuma Proving Ground
has become a prime site for all varieties of air-
craft testing. Both the Apache helicopter and
the Global Position System, more commonly
known as GPS, completed all their develop-
mental testing at Yuma Proving Ground.

In addition to aircraft testing, Yuma Proving
Ground offers over 200 miles of vehicle
courses with a variety of road and terrain con-
ditions. Such testing space has been utilized
by the M—1 Abrams tank and the M60 Main
Battle tank. All U.S. ground weapon systems
deployed to Saudi Arabia during the Persian
War were tested at Yuma Proving Ground.

For the past 80 years, Yuma Proving
Ground has succeeded in ensuring the safe
function and efficiency of military equipment
for the United States defense industry. It cur-
rently employs more than 2000 Yuma resi-
dents, enabling our community to positively
impact the country’s national security.

It is my distinct pleasure to recognize the
80th anniversary of such an essential site in
the history and success of our great state of
Arizona and beyond. Congratulations to Yuma
Proving Ground. | look forward to the next 80
years of triumph.

————

HONORING 50 YEARS OF THE
GREATER WASHINGTON COMMU-
NITY FOUNDATION

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, |, alongside my
colleagues, Representative IVEY, Representa-
tive HOYER, Representative RASKIN, and Dele-
gate HOLMES NORTON, wish to honor The
Greater Washington Community Foundation
for 50 years of service in the region. The
Greater Washington Community Foundation
will commemorate this momentous milestone
on May 3, 2023, with philanthropists, non-
profits, businesses, and community members
at the Smithsonian’s National Museum for Afri-
can American History and Culture.

In 1973, a group of prominent business and
civic leaders—including Henry “Hank” Strong,
Polly Shackleton, Davidson Sommers, Bishop
John Walker, and Joseph Whyte—came to-
gether to establish a local community founda-
tion to “promote a permanent source of phil-
anthropic capital for the Washington Metropoli-
tan region.”

Over time, the Greater Washington Commu-
nity Foundation has grown to become the larg-
est local funder serving this region, with more
than $1.5 billion invested to build equitable,
just, and thriving communities in D.C., Mont-
gomery County, Prince George’s County, and
Northern Virginia.

Under the leadership of CEO Tonia
Wellons, the Greater Washington Community
Foundation continues to galvanize philan-
thropic resources and strategically invest in
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solutions to a wide range of issues impacting
our communities—from education to housing
stability, food security, workforce development,
and crisis response.

The Greater Washington Community Foun-
dation is now committed to leading our com-
munity in a movement that will help increase
economic mobility and close our region’s racial
wealth gap to create a better future for our re-
gion where everyone prospers.

Please join the regional delegation and | in
honoring the 50th anniversary of the Greater
Washington Community Foundation on May 3,
2023. We urge all the citizens of the greater
Washington area to join in celebrating this
very special occasion.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
had my vote for Mace of South Carolina
Amendment No. 1, to H.R. 734, the “Protec-
tion of Women and Girls in Sports Act” been
cast, it would have been recorded as NAY. |
would also like the record to show that had my
vote for Motion to Recommit for H.R. 734, the
“Protection of Women and Girls in Sports Act”
been cast, it would have been recorded YEA.
Lastly, | would like the record to show that had
my vote for H.R. 734, the “Protection of
Women and Girls in Sports Act” been cast, it
would have been recorded as NAY.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 190, YEA on Roll Call
No. 191, and NAY on Roll Call No. 192.

———

RECOGNIZING MADDY MALINE FOR
EXEMPLARY COMMUNITY SERV-
ICE AND HER STEADFAST COM-
MITMENT TO MICHIGAN’S FIRST
DISTRICT

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize Maddy Maline of Manistique Mid-
dle and High School for her exemplary service
to her community and her astounding achieve-
ments in and out of the classroom. Maddy has
excelled in serving others, earning the rank of
Eagle Scout and being awarded the Congres-
sional Award for her generous service. Maddy
has become an invaluable part of Manistique
and the surrounding area and has had a last-
ing impact on her peers, garnering the respect
of many across her community. She deserves
our praise for her determination and drive in
her endeavors to be an asset to Michigan’s
First District.

Maddy’s dedication to bettering herself and
her community will continue to have an endur-
ing, positive effect on those she encounters.
As she continues beyond Manistique Middle
and High School and expands her horizon, we
celebrate the connections she has made, the
lives she has changed, and any future oppor-
tunities she will have during this monumental
shift in her life.
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Mr. Speaker, again it is my honor to recog-
nize Maddy Maline for her exceptional com-
munity service and the ripple effect of positive
change she has created as she graduates
Manistique High School. On behalf of Michi-
gan’s First District, | extend my gratitude to
Maddy and her family and wish them the best
in their future endeavors.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
FIREFIGHTER JASON TUCKER

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate the life of my con-
stituent, Pasco County Firefighter Jason Tuck-
er. Jason served our community for 19 years
as a firefighter for Pasco County Fire Rescue.
Being named employee of the year for 2022,
an award he earned through his dedication to
his job, our community, and his fellow fire-
fighters.

He exemplified his strength and character
throughout his long and courageous battle
with cancer. Firefighter Tucker continued to be
involved with the department, even after his
medical retirement in July 2022, routinely vis-
iting with new-hire classes to teach the next
generation the importance of cancer preven-
tion. Through this work he has paved the way
for future firefighters throughout the industry
and saving countless lives. Throughout treat-
ment he appeared at public events to speak
about his illness. Jason Tucker will be remem-
bered for his life of service and the courage
he exemplified. May his memory be eternal.

————————

HONORING THE LIFE OF U.S. AIR

FORCE CHIEF MASTER SER-
GEANT ALFREDO BENJAMIN
TULLE
HON. GREG STANTON
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of U.S. Air Force Chief Master
Sergeant Alfredo Benjamin Tulle—a dedicated
and distinguished airman whose service to our
Nation will always be remembered. We lost
Alfredo last month, and our thoughts are with
his wife Brenda, their 2 children, their grand-
son as well as his brother.

Chief Tulle was born not far from the Pan-
ama Canal—and his time in the Air Force
would bring him back to Panama and other
nations where his fluency in Spanish helped
him earn trusted assignments working with the
allied air forces. He served as a Master Tech-
nical Training Instructor at the Inter-American
Air Force Academy, he taught aircraft and en-
gine maintenance in both Spanish and English
to many Latin American senior air force offi-
cers and enlisted personnel, and he was en-
trusted with ensuring the flight safety of the
helicopter for the President of Panama. Chief
Tulle was even given an honorary promotion
to second lieutenant by both air forces of Pan-
ama and Mexico. What an impact he made.

Stateside, he earned the toughest assign-
ments—and did them well. There’s no other
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way to earn promotion to one of the highest
ranks in the Air Force over a 24-year career.
After completing basic training at Lackland Air
Force Base in June 1966, he was an in-flight
refueling boom operator on board the KC-135
Stratotanker, a flight engineer for the UH-1
“Huey,” and a master training instructor. At
Hill Air Force Base in Utah and Luke Air Force
Base in Arizona, Chief Tulle was essential to
the success of the F—16 program—as a Flight
Line Expediter, Flight Chief, Production Super-
intendent, and Chief of Quality Assurance for
the 58th Fighter Wing. He wrote checklist and
inspection procedures that are still in use
today.

Chief Tulle retired from the Air Force as the
Cold War drew down, but he maintained his
love for aviation and continued to serve in the
field. He served at the Navy Fighter Weapons
School, Lockheed Martin and United Airlines—
and even returned as a civil servant to Luke
Air Force Base. There is very little that Chief
Tulle did not do with his life, and we are a
more secure country because of his contribu-
tions.

We are grateful for this extraordinary Amer-
ican and the lasting legacy he leaves behind.
| thank Alfredo, and Godspeed.

——————

HONORING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CHATHAM BOR-
OUGH VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT

HON. MIKIE SHERRILL

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Ms. SHERRILL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the 125th anniversary of the Chatham
Borough Volunteer Fire Department.

The Chatham Borough Volunteer Fire De-
partment is an integral part of New Jersey’s
Eleventh Congressional District. The Depart-
ment has provided outstanding emergency
services, fire safety education, and prevention
programs to Chatham Borough and its sur-
rounding towns for the past 125 years.

When the Chatham Borough Volunteer Fire
Department was founded in 1898, it re-
sponded to emergencies with just 600 feet of
hose, two hose carts, and a hand-drawn hook
and ladder truck. In fact, the Department re-
sponded to 897 alarms in its first 50 years
alone. And as the Department has grown and
modernized throughout its extraordinary his-
tory, it is clear that the exceptional determina-
tion and bravery of the firefighters to protect
the Chatham Borough community has always
remained at the very core of the Department.

Beyond emergency response services, the
Department has led community programs that
bring our residents together each year. The
annual Fishing Derby, Santa’s visit on the
Christmas Eve “North Pole Express,” and the
Fourth of July Parade, are just a few exam-
ples of the many ways the Chatham Borough
Fire Department has gone above and beyond
to provide lifelong traditions and memories for
our community.

Whether responding to major fires, car acci-
dents, or by ensuring disaster preparedness, |
am tremendously grateful for the deep tradi-
tion of public service that has driven this De-
partment and its firefighters for over a century.
| am proud to honor the Chatham Borough
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Volunteer Fire Department and its members
as their 125th anniversary approaches on May
7th.

——————

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF
SUPERDAWG

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 75th anniversary of Chicago’s
iconic hot dog stand—Superdawg.

Established in May of 1948 by high-school
sweethearts Maurie and Florence (Flaurie)
Berman, Superdawg first opened at the corner
of Milwaukee and Devon in Chicago. Today,
Superdawg continues to be family owned and
operated in the same location.

Despite the small changes they have under-
gone over the past 75 years, the infamous
Superdawg recipe and the drive-in concept
have remained the same. Just as they did in
1948, customers can order from their car and
have a carhop deliver their order on a tray.

Superdawg has remained committed to pro-
viding quality products and service, making
each customer's meal to-order, and affirming
the belief that the customer is always right.
They continue to insist that the customer
should be treated as family—setting them
apart from other fast-food establishments.

In 2010, | spent the day working at
Superdawg as part of my Undercover Con-
gressman series. There, | learned how to
make the famous Superdawg and gained an
inside-look into what has made them so suc-
cessful.

As someone who has been a beloved
Superdawg fan throughout my life, | am hon-
ored to help them celebrate this exciting mile-
stone.

———

LIMIT, SAVE, GROW ACT OF 2023

SPEECH OF

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2023

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, a gov-
ernment should help its people; it should make
life easier and improve well-being. 1 reject the
Republican Default on America Act that seeks
to exact $4.8 trillion in harm from children, the
elderly, veterans, workers, small businesses,
families, and our economy. This bill is one of
the most cruel that has come before the
House in the 25 years that I've served here.
This Republican Default on America would
help tax cheats and oil companies while dev-
astating our Nation to appease Republican ex-
tremists.

In lllinois, the House Republicans extreme
demands would: put 562,000 people at risk of
losing Medicaid; threaten food insecurity for
54,000 people aged 50-55; eliminate pre-
school and child care for almost 11,000 chil-
dren; make college more expensive for at
least 229,500 students; deny student loan
debt relief to 679,000 borrowers; harm
960,000 k-12 students with draconian edu-
cation cuts; cut $10 million in mental health
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funding for students; and increase housing
costs for over 28,000 people. In my Congres-
sional District alone, it would kill about 7,500
jobs, put health benefits at risk for 264,000
people, jeopardize Social Security payments
for 73,000 families, and threaten the retire-
ment savings of almost 78,000 people near re-
tirement.

The harm from the Republican Default on
America would affect the entire Nation.

It would deny over 40 million borrowers
much-needed student loan debt relief, take
away the opportunity to go to college for
80,000 youth, and make college more expen-
sive for 6.6 million Pell grant recipients.

It would cut over 2 million rural and under-
served families from health care services.

It would increase hunger for over one million
seniors and strip nutrition assistance from mil-
lions of people, including 1.2 million women,
infants and children.

It would pull 200,000 children from Head
Start and 100,000 children from childcare,
making it harder for parents to work and hurt-
ing our economy.

It would evict over 430,000 families from
Section 8 housing and yank rental assistance
from an additional 640,000 families, an un-
precedented loss of affordable housing for
older adults, persons with disabilities, families
with children, and veterans.

It would make it more costly to run small
businesses and result in 125,000 fewer entre-
preneurs having free business counseling and
leave 295,000 out from the Entrepreneurial
Development program.

It would cut 780,000 jobs in our economy
according to Moody’s Analytics while likely re-
sulting in 100,000 fewer workers in registered
apprenticeships and shipping domestic manu-
facturing jobs overseas.

It would threaten veterans’ health and bene-
fits by removing 87,000 jobs across the Vet-
erans Health and Benefit Administration.

It would endanger our safety by cutting $8
billion from the Department of Justice pro-
grams that support federal, state; and local
law enforcement and first responders.

It would increase energy costs for working
families and harm our climate, including by
cutting the provision that | helped enact to
bring the economic and environmental benefits
of solar energy to low-income communities.

It would devastate research in our country
that helps us compete globally and improve
our health and well-being via 5,000 fewer NIH
grants and $4 billion in cuts from the National
Science Foundation and the Department of
Energy’s Office of Science.

The Default on America Act is anti-children,
anti-seniors, anti-veterans, anti-small-business,
antihealth-care, anti-labor, and anti-education.
Quite frankly, it is anti-American. | vehemently
oppose this cruel bill that threatens the
strength of our Nation and the well-being of
our citizens. | urge my colleagues to reject it.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAMES
“J.P.”” POWELL

HON. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life of
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James “J.P.” Powell, a former Winter Haven
City Commissioner and dedicated public serv-
ant. Commissioner Powell passed away after
a courageous battle with cancer on April 24,
2023.

J.P. was born in Akron, Ohio on October 31,
1957. He attended both Malone College in
Canton, Ohio, and the University of Akron.
Since 1983, J.P. was an employee of Oft-
Laughlin Funeral Home and Glen Abbey Me-
morial Gardens. At one point, he and his wife
Kim even lived above Glen Abbey.

During his extensive career in public serv-
ice, J.P. served in various roles in the City of
Winter Haven, Florida. He was first elected to
Seat 1 of the Winter Haven City Commission
in September 2007. He served in that position
until January 2016 and was re-elected to Seat
5 in November 2017. He also served as
Mayor of Winter Haven from 2011 through
2013 and Mayor Pro Tempore in 2009 and
2010.

J.P. was also privileged to serve as city liai-
son to the Polk Transit Authority and the
Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordi-
nating Board, as an alternate to the Polk
Transportation Planning Organization and
Ridge League of Cities, and a member of the
city’s Community Redevelopment Board.

City employees recalled J.P. as a down-to-
earth individual who took the time to get to
know city staff on a personal level. Many knew
him by his signature laughter that would echo
throughout the commission chambers and say
he always focused on making the best deci-
sions for the betterment of the entire commu-
nity.

J.P. had a lifelong passion for aviation and
served as the Winter Haven City Commis-
sion’s Airport Advisory Board Liaison for over
a decade. His desire to grow the Winter
Haven Airport led to the city spending nearly
$1 million to upgrade the airport’s security sys-
tems.

J.P.’s commitment to public service was un-
matched. His family and friends say his real
passion came from building relationships and
connecting with people. He even continued to
serve the city throughout his illness and treat-
ment. His last meeting on the city commission
was a discussion establishing quiet zones to
limit train noise in residential areas—an issue
about which he cared deeply.

On behalf of Florida’s 18th Congressional
District, | extend our deepest condolences to
J.P.’s wife Kim, his son Travis and daughter-
in-law Megan. He will be deeply missed by our
community, but his contributions will be re-
membered by his friends, family and neigh-
bors for years to come.

———

CELEBRATING THE ROTARY CLUB
OF MARBLEHEAD

HON. SETH MOULTON

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Rotary
Club of Marblehead, who received its charter
on May 11, 1923.

The Rotary Club of Marblehead is home to
like-minded individuals dedicated to making
the world a better place. This club has pro-
vided support to the town of Marblehead since
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1956, holding over 5,000 meetings. They have
supported food banks, homeless shelters, and
mental health and disability endeavors, and
have given over 1 million dollars in college
scholarships to high school seniors, as well as
over $300,000 in summer camp scholarships.

Not only have they served Marblehead resi-
dents and the surrounding communities, but
the world at large. Internationally, they have
provided aid to Haiti, Syria, Ukraine, Iraqg, Afri-
ca, Uganda and Mexico. Their aid programs
range from providing shelter boxes for housing
to clean water and education programs.

In honor of their 100th anniversary on May
11, 2023, they are generously gifting the town
of Marblehead a two-faced town clock. Please
join me in thanking them for their valiant effort
in helping not only our community but the
world.

————
INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT

TITLE EQUALITY ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the District of Columbia Government
Title Equality Act. This bill would amend the
D.C. Home Rule Act to redesignate the Mayor
as the Governor, the Council as the Legisla-
tive Assembly, the Councilmembers as Rep-
resentatives and the Chair of the Council as
the Speaker. The new titles are the ones used
in the State of Washington, Douglass Com-
monwealth constitution, which the District
adopted in 2016 in anticipation of passage of
the Washington, D.C. Admission Act which
would make D.C. the 51st state.

| introduce this bill to highlight to the Amer-
ican people and Members of Congress that
there would be a seamless transition to D.C.
statehood because D.C. already operates as
the functional equivalent of a state, providing
state-, county- and city-level services, despite
being denied voting representation in Con-
gress and full local self-government.

This bill would not change any legal authori-
ties.

This is an important step to provide greater
equality for the District, and | urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

CELEBRATING THE 85TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE RALEIGH ALUM-
NAE CHAPTER OF DELTA SIGMA
THETA SORORITY, INC.

HON. WILEY NICKEL

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 85th anniversary of the Raleigh
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc. The Raleigh Alumnae Chapter was
chartered on May 7, 1938, as the Alpha Zeta
Sigma Chapter by Founder Jimmie Bugg Mid-
dleton, and has been a pillar of service and
activism in our community ever since.

Throughout its 84-year history, the Raleigh
Alumnae Chapter has engaged in a variety of
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activities to improve the lives of those around
them. From providing a traveling library to
Franklin County in the 1950s to sponsoring
the “Candystripers” program at the Carolina
School for the Blind, to donating books and
magazines to local hospitals, the chapter has
consistently demonstrated its commitment to
making a positive difference in the lives of oth-
ers.

The Delta Sigma Theta Sorority was incor-
porated in 1930, less than two months after its
founding. From the very beginning, Delta
Sigma Theta women have been involved in
political activism and social justice causes.
Their first public act involved their participation
in the Women’s Suffrage March in Wash-
ington, D.C. in March 1913. The Delta Sigma
Theta women marched with honorary member
Mary Church Terrell under the Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority banner on the day before
Woodrow Wilson’s inauguration, advocating
for the right of black women to vote.

Today, the Raleigh Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. continues to
make a significant impact in our community
through their educational programs for children
living in Wake County, their efforts to raise
college scholarship funds, and their workshops
on financial literacy and entrepreneurship.
They also highlight black-owned businesses in
our community, helping to promote economic
growth and prosperity for all.

| ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the Raleigh Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. on their 85th anni-
versary and to thank them for their unwavering
commitment to service, advocacy, and social
justice.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
INFERTILITY AWARENESS WEEK

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Ms. BROWNLEY. Mr. Speaker, in the spirit
of National Infertility Awareness Week, | rise
to bring greater awareness to infertility and to
express my solidarity and support for individ-
uals and families facing this difficult disease.

As you may know, National Infertility Aware-
ness Week was founded in 1989 to salute the
parents, doctors, researchers, and others for
the extraordinary progress over the last four
decades to destigmatize infertility and bring
awareness to the many barriers people face
when trying to start and build their families.

Most Americans are not aware that approxi-
mately one in five Americans are impacted by
the disease of infertility. The disease affects
both men and women of all races, religious
backgrounds, and economic status; it knows
no barriers and impacts millions of individuals.

Through the revolutionary contributions of
research scientists and considerable medical
advancements, fertility treatments have vastly
improved since the first successful IVF preg-
nancy and live birth occurred in 1978. Such
advancements include early infertility detection
through detailed and data-driven testing, ad-
vanced egg-freezing technology, and progres-
sive procedures that allow young cancer pa-
tients to preserve their fertility prior to under-
going lifesaving chemotherapy treatments. Or-
ganizations like RESOLVE: the National Infer-
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tility Association, advocate for millions of indi-
viduals and couples in this country who need
medical assistance to have a family. Other
groups, such as the Military Family Building
Coalition (MFBC), have focused on raising
awareness for active-duty service members
and their spouses facing unique challenges
with family building. They are actively working
to bring awareness to these unique challenges
and advance laws and policies that will help
our servicemembers sacrificing for our country
achieve their dream of building or expanding
their own family. There are also organizations
such as the Alliance for Fertility Preservation,
who stand up to voice on the importance of af-
fordable fertility preservation options for indi-
viduals undergoing cancer treatment. In fact,
in the absence of comprehensive and reliable
fertility preservation and family building
healthcare coverage, the option of having chil-
dren may not otherwise be available for mil-
lions of Americans without the financial assist-
ance of organizations like RESOLVE, AFP,
and MFBC, and countless other worthwhile or-
ganizations.

Since 1978, and because of extraordinary
medical advancements and steadfast advo-
cacy organizations, millions of Americans have
been able to receive life affirming treatments
that have resulted in the delivery of babies.
And while advancements have been a sub-
stantial step forward for family building, signifi-
cant medical, financial, and health equity bar-
riers still exist for others who require medical
assistance to combat infertility.

During this National Infertility Awareness
Week, | am calling on my colleagues in Con-
gress to do more to remove many of the bar-
riers that currently exist for those experiencing
infertility challenges in their pursuit of having a
child. The ability to have children and the tim-
ing of building a family is a basic human right,
and thus we must work together to pass legis-
lation to create a path for these American fam-
ilies. | also applaud my colleagues including
Congresswoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Con-
gresswoman  DELAURO,  Congresswoman
STRICKLAND, and Congressman RICK LARSEN
for joining me in introducing legislation de-
voted to eliminating obstacles to building fami-
lies. | salute the millions of infertility warriors
throughout the country and the world, who ad-
vocate on behalf of that most precious of gifts,
that of family.

——————

RECOGNIZING GEOFFREY KLEIN
AND ROBIN KLEIN

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today the Amherst community recognizes
Town Justice Geoffrey Klein and his wife,
Robin Klein, for their dedication to community
service. Both lifelong residents of Amherst,
they have been married for 48 years and have
been continuously dedicated to bettering the
lives of those around them. The foundation of
any American community is the man or
woman that selflessly gives their time to volun-
teer for others, and today Geoffrey and Robin
receive some long overdue gratitude for that
exact type of devotion.

Justice Klein graduated from Williamsville
High School in 1968 before enlisting in the
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United States Marine Corps, where he served
in Vietnam, Okinawa, South Korea, the Phil-
ippines, and State-side. He was honorably dis-
charged in June 1971 with the rank of Lance
Corporal. Shortly after, Justice Klein went on
to join the New York State Police Academy
and graduated in 1974. He then served as a
New York State Trooper from January 1974
through June 1994. During that time, he en-
rolled in a B.A. program at the State University
of New York at Buffalo, later earning a degree
in Political Science in May of 1981. Further
continuing his education at SUNY Buffalo’s
School of Law and Jurisprudence, he earned
his J.D. in May of 1985. From there he has
served as a practicing attorney and was ap-
pointed Amherst Town Justice in January
2000, a position he still holds today. Justice
Klein presides over criminal, drug, veterans,
vehicle and traffic, domestic violence, and
property management courts. This is in addi-
tion to his instruction as a Criminal Justice
Professor at Erie County Community College
from 2000 through 2010.

Justice Klein’s entire career has been serv-
ice-oriented. On top of his professional accom-
plishments, he has continued his community
service in his free time, including, membership
with the Jolly Boys of Williamsville, Scholar-
ship Committee Chairman, and Chair of the
Ride Committee. He is also currently on the
Ambherst Youth and Community Coalition. In
the past, he was a little league baseball, foot-
ball, and softball coach for over a decade.
Justice Klein also served on the Amherst Sen-
ior Center Advisory Board, Amherst Museum
Advisory Board, and Amherst Youth Court
from 2000 through 2014.

Robin Klein graduated from Williamsville
North High School in 1972. She has spent her
life contributing to those around her in the
Western New York region. Robin has exten-
sive community service memberships and ac-
colades, including, President of the Women’s
Auxiliary Board of John R. Oishei Children’s
Hospital. She has been a Republican Com-
mitteewoman since 1985, and she is currently
a board member (and past president) of the
Ambherst Republican Women. Robin has taken
part in many other organizations including
Habitat for Humanity, where she took part in
painting rooms and planting trees. In 2008,
she was recognized with the Amherst Youth
Board’s Service to Youth Award. Additionally,
Robin was a past member and president of
the Parent-Teacher Association of
Williamsville School District for 17 years, and
a Girl Scout and Cub Scout leader. On top of
the positions and memberships she has held,
Robin also generously donates her time and
energy (along with Justice Klein) to pickup
day-old baked goods from Tops Markets and
deliver them to food pantries and the Friends
of Night People, which she has been doing
once a month for the last ten years.
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Geoffrey and Robin have two children, Re-
becca and Matthew, and are blessed with two
grandsons, Carter and Cameron. Today, | ask
that we recognize and give thanks to leaders
in the Western New York volunteer commu-
nity, especially today as Geoffrey and Robin
Klein are honored for their continued dedica-
tion and selfless service to their community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
regarding a vote | missed on April 28, 2023.
| was traveling outside of Washington, D.C. to
attend a longstanding personal obligation
(specifically a wedding out of state). Had |
been present in the House for Roll Call No.
202 on H.J. Res. 39, | would have voted
“Nay.” As a member of the House Ways and
Means Committee, | voted “Nay” on this reso-
lution during the committee markup on April
19, 2023.

Prompted by the Inflation Reduction Act,
companies around the country are making his-
toric investments to expand domestic manu-
facturing capacity for renewable energy tech-
nology. As these projects come online, we
must continue the deployment of solar energy
technology across the U.S. in order to meet
our climate goals. The Department of Com-
merce is conducting a serious investigation to
inform U.S. trade policy and protect American
jobs. Once Commerce completes this inves-
tigation, we must use its findings to inform fu-
ture policymaking. The passage of House
Joint Resolution 39 would stymie our renew-
able energy deployment, cost jobs in lllinois
and around the country, hinder our progress
on combating the climate crisis, and slow the
U.S. economy from transitioning to the green
energy economy of the future.

—

COMMEMORATING END JEW HA-
TRED DAY AND HONORING THE
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF THE
UNITED STATES

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to commemorate End Jew Hatred Day and to
recognize the Jewish community of the United
States for their stalwart perseverance as a re-
ligion, culture, and ethnic identity while bearing
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the brunt of endless adversity throughout his-
tory. Surviving one of the most heinous geno-
cides and mass enslavements in the 20th cen-
tury, the Jewish population has since thrived
in the United States and become one of our
greatest proponents of human rights and op-
portunity in society.

Since the Jewish population first established
itself in North America in 1654, they have had
an integral and enduring impact on the social
structure, evolution, and ideals of our emerg-
ing Nation. Jewish emigration to the United
States peaked in the mid-20th century and di-
rectly influenced the magnitude and traction of
the civil rights movement. Familiar with facing
discrimination and persecution, the Jewish and
African-American communities were inter-
twined in their fight to ensure that equality and
liberties are enjoyed by all.

Despite their advances in global and na-
tional standing, the Jewish people have been
subject to an increasing number of hate
crimes as they are targeted in the social
sphere. Hate crimes of any type are unaccept-
able and deserving of absolute condemnation.
In our fight to combat and denounce hatred for
the Jewish population, we must commit to
supporting them in their right to freely express
themselves, their culture, and their heritage
without being subject to persecution of any
kind.

Mr. Speaker, again it is my honor to recog-
nize the resilient Jewish community of the
United States and to call for national support
in their fight against discrimination and bigotry.
I, and all of Michigan’s First District, join the
Jewish community in their efforts to combat
these abominations, and | call for an end to all
forms of hate, persecution, and antisemitism.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
had my vote for H. Res. 298, On Ordering the
Previous Question and On Agreeing to the
Resolution for the “Providing for consideration
of the bill (H.R. 734) Protection of Women and
Girls in Sports Act and providing for consider-
ation of the joint resolution (H.J. Res 42) dis-
approving the action of the District of Colum-
bia Council in approving the Comprehensive
Policing and Justice Reform Amendment Act
of 2022” been cast, it would be recorded as
NAY.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 185, and NAY on Roll
Call No. 186.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages S1445-S1469

Measures Introduced: Fourteen bills and three res-
olutions were introduced, as follows: S. 1396—1409,
and S. Res. 188-190. Page S1463

Measures Passed:

Quinnipiac University Men’s Hockey Team:
Senate agreed to S. Res. 189, commending and con-
gratulating the Quinnipiac University men’s hockey
team for winning the 2023 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division I Men’s Hockey National
Championship. Page S1467

World Quantum Day: Senate agreed to S. Res.
190, commemorating and supporting the goals of
“World Quantum Day”. Pages S1467-68

Merchant Nomination—Agreement: Senate re-
sumed consideration of the nomination of Orelia
Eleta Merchant, of New York, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District of New York.

Page S1458

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 51 yeas to 48 nays (Vote No. EX. 106), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Page S1458

A unanimous-consent-time agreement was reached
providing for further consideration of the nomina-
tion, post-cloture, at approximately 10 a.m., on
Wednesday, May 3, 2023; all cloture time on the
nomination be considered expired at 11:30 a.m., and
Senate vote on confirmation thereon; that following
the vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination of Wesley L. Hsu, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the Central District
of California, notwithstanding Rule XXII, Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works be dis-
charged from further consideration of S.J. Res. 9,
providing for congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice relating to “Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Lesser Prairie-Chicken; Threatened Status
with Section 4(d) Rule for the Northern Distinct

Population Segment and Endangered Status for the
Southern Distinct Population Segment”, and Senate
proceed to the en bloc consideration of H.J. Res. 39,
disapproving the rule submitted by the Department
of Commerce relating to “Procedures Covering Sus-
pension of Liquidation, Duties and Estimated Duties
in Accord With Presidential Proclamation 10414,
which was received from the House, and S.J. Res. 9;
that at 6:15 p.m., the joint resolutions be read a
third time, and Senate vote on passage of the joint
resolutions, in the order previously listed, with 15
minutes for debate, equally divided between the two
Leaders, or their designees, between the votes on
passage of the joint resolutions; provided further, fol-
lowing disposition of the joint resolutions, Senate re-
sume executive session, and if cloture has been in-
voked on the nomination of Wesley L. Hsu, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District Judge for the
Central District of California, Senate vote on con-
firmation thereon. Page S1468

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

By 65 yeas to 34 nays (Vote No. EX. 104), Mi-
chael Farbiarz, of New Jersey, to be United States
District Judge for the District of New Jersey.

Pages S1447-49, S1449-50

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 65 yeas to 34 nays (Vote No. EX. 102), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Pages S1448-49

By 57 yeas to 42 nays (Vote No. EX. 105), Rob-
ert Kirsch, of New Jersey, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of New Jersey.

Pages S1449, S1458

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 57 yeas to 42 nays (Vote No. EX. 103), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Page S1449

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations:

Steven L. Swig, of California, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Millennium Challenge
Corporation for a term of three years.
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Edgard D. Kagan, of Virginia, to be Ambassador
to Malaysia.

2 Air Force nominations in the rank of general.

2 Army nominations in the rank of general.

1 Navy nomination in the rank of admiral.

Routine lists in the Air Force, Foreign Service,
and Space Force. Page S1469

Measures Placed on the Calendar: Page S1445

Executive Communications: Pages S$1460-61

Petitions and Memorials: Pages S1461-63

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S1463-65

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S1465-67

Additional Statements: Pages S1459-60

Authorities for Committees to Meet: Page S1467

Record Votes: Five record votes were taken today.
(Total—106) Pages S1448-50, S1458

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:56 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
May 3, 2023. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks
of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on page
S1468.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

COMMODITIES

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: Sub-
committee on Commodities, Risk Management, and
Trade concluded a hearing to examine commodity
programs, credit, and crop insurance, focusing on
producer perspectives on the farm safety net, after re-
ceiving testimony from Zippy Duvall, American
Farm Bureau Federation, and Rob Larew, National
Farmers Union, both of Washington, D.C.; Greg
Ackerman, U.S. Dry Bean Council, Vassar, Michi-
gan; Kody Carson, National Sorghum Producers,
Lubbock, Texas; Brent Cheyne, National Association
of Wheat Growers, Klamath Falls, Oregon; Blake
Gendebien, Agri-Mark, Inc., Ogdensburg, New
York, on behalf of the National Milk Producers Fed-
eration; Rich Hillman, USA Rice, Carlisle, Arkansas;
Patrick Johnson, Cypress Brake Planting Co.,
Tunica, Mississippi; Caleb Ragland, American Soy-
bean  Association, Magnolia, Kentucky; Neil
Rockstad, American Sugar Alliance, Hendrum, Min-
nesota; Karla Baker Thompson, JET Farms Georgia
and Integrity Farms, Camilla, Georgia, on behalf of
the United States Peanut Federation; and Harold
Wolle, National Corn Growers Association, Madelia,
Minnesota.
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APPROPRIATIONS: ARMY

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Defense
concluded a hearing to examine proposed budget es-
timates and justification for fiscal year 2024 for the
Army, after receiving testimony from Christine E.
Wormuth, Secretary, and General James C.
McConville, Chief of Staff, both of the Army, De-
partment of Defense.

INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs concluded
a hearing to examine advancing security and pros-
perity through international conservation, after re-
ceiving testimony from Gillian Caldwell, Chief Cli-
mate Officer and Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Environment, Energy, and Infrastructure, United
States Agency for International Development; Kaddu
Kiwe Sebunya, African Wildlife Foundation; and
Andrew Steer, Bezos Earth Fund.

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION REQUEST AND
FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded
open and closed hearings to examine the posture of
the Department of the Air Force in review of the
Defense Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 2024
and the Future Years Defense Program, after receiv-
ing testimony from Frank Kendall, Secretary, and
General Charles Q. Brown, Jr., Chief of Staff, both
of the Air Force, and General B. Chance Saltzman,
Chief of Space Operations, Space Force, all of the
Department of Defense.

JOINT FORCE

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Readi-
ness and Management Support concluded a hearing
to examine the current readiness of the Joint Force,
after receiving testimony from General Randy A.
George, USA, Vice Chief of Staff of the Army, Ad-
miral Lisa M. Franchetti, USN, Vice Chief of Naval
Operations, General Eric M. Smith, USMC, Assist-
ant Commandant of the Marine Corps, General
David W. Allvin, USAF, Vice Chief of Staff of the
Air Force, General David D. Thompson, USSF, Vice
Chief of Space Operations, all of the Department of
Defense; and Diana Maurer, Director, Defense Capa-
bilities and Management, Government Account-

ability Office.

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION REQUEST AND
FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Stra-
tegic Forces concluded a hearing to examine Depart-
ment of Defense space activities in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 2024
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and the Future Years Defense Program, after receiv-
ing testimony from John F. Plumb, Assistant Sec-
retary for Space Policy, Frank Calvelli, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Air Force for Space Acquisition and In-
tegration, and General David D. Thompson, Vice
Chief of Space Operations, Space Force, all of the
Department of Defense.

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine reauthor-
ization of the National Flood Insurance Program, fo-
cusing on improving community resilience, after re-
ceiving testimony from Carolyn Kousky, Environ-
mental Defense Fund, Washington, D.C.; Roy E.
Wright, Insurance Institute for Business and Home
Safety, Richburg, South Carolina; and Patty Her-
nandez, Headwaters Economics, Bozeman, Montana.

RURAL HOUSING

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Subcommittee on Housing, Transportation, and
Community Development concluded a hearing to ex-
amine rural housing legislation, after receiving testi-
mony from Natalie N. Maxwell, National Housing
Law Project, San Francisco, California; Chris
Potterpin, Council for Affordable and Rural Hous-
ing, Alexandria, Virginia; David Lipsetz, Housing
Assistance  Council, Washington, D.C.; Dianne
Hunt, Syringa Property Management, Boise, Idaho;
and Anne Mavity, Minnesota Housing Partnership,
St. Paul.

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR BUDGET

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee
concluded a hearing to examine the President’s pro-
posed budget request for fiscal year 2024 for the De-
partment of the Interior, after receiving testimony
from Deb Haaland, Secretary of the Interior.

EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC BUDGET

Committee on Foreign Relations: Subcommittee on East
Asia, the Pacific, and International Cybersecurity
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Policy concluded a hearing to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fiscal year 2024
for East Asia and the Pacific, after receiving testi-
mony from Daniel J. Kritenbrink, Assistant Sec-
retary of State, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Af-
fairs; and Michael Schiffer, Assistant Administrator
for Asia, United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

FEDERAL GRANTS FOR UNDERSERVED
COMMUNITIES

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Committee concluded a hearing to examine im-
proving access to Federal grants for underserved
communities, after receiving testimony from Jeff
Arkin, Director, Strategic Issues, Government Ac-
countability Office; Meagan Elliot, City of Detroit
Office of Development and Grants, Detroit, Michi-
gan; and Matthew Hanson, Witt O’Brien’s LLC,
Houston, Texas.

SUPREME COURT ETHICS

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine Supreme Court ethics reform,
after receiving testimony from Michael B. Mukasey,
former Attorney General of the United States,
Debevoise and Plimpton, New York, New York; Jer-
emy Fogel, University of California at Berkeley Judi-
cial Institute, Thomas H. Dupree, Jr., Gibson,
Dunn, and Crutcher, and Kedric Payne, Campaign
Legal Center, all of Washington, D.C.; and Amanda
Frost, University of Virginia School of Law, Char-
lottesville.

INTELLIGENCE

Select  Committee on  Intelligence: Committee met in
closed session to receive a briefing on certain intel-
ligence matters from officials of the intelligence
community.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 44 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 2, 3036-3078; and 15 resolutions, H.
Con. Res. 37-39; and H. Res. 348-359 were intro-
duced. Pages H2124-27

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H2128-29

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows:

H. Res. 300, requesting the President and direct-
ing the Secretary of Defense to transmit, respec-
tively, to the House of Representatives copies of all
documents indicating any plans for current or future
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military assistance to Ukraine and documents indi-
cating whether any United States Armed Forces, in-
cluding special operations forces, are currently de-
ployed in Ukraine (H. Rept. 118-44). Page H2124

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Harris to act as Speaker
pro tempore for today. Page H2123

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 11 a.m. and ad-
journed at 11:06 a.m.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY,
MAY 3, 2023

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)
Senate

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Energy
and Water Development, to hold hearings to examine
proposed budget estimates and justification for fiscal year
2024 for the Department of Energy, including the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration, 10 a.m., SD—192.

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies, to hold hearings to examine proposed budget
estimates and justification for fiscal year 2024 for the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, 10 a.m., SD-124.

Subcommittee on Homeland Security, to hold hearings
to examine combatting transnational criminal organiza-
tions and related trafficking, 2 p.m., SD-138.

Committee on the Budget: to hold hearings to examine the
real cost of fossil fuels, 10 a.m., SD—608.

Committee on Environment and Public Works: to hold hear-
ings to examine the 2024 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
budget and implementation of Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2022, 10 a.m., SD—406.

Committee on Finance: to hold hearings to examine bar-
riers to mental health care, focusing on improving pro-
vider directory accuracy to reduce the prevalence of ghost
networks, 10 a.m., SD-215.

Committee on Foreign Relations: business meeting to con-
sider S. 396, to require the Secretary of State to submit
an annual report to Congress regarding the ties between
criminal gangs and political and economic elites in Haiti
and impose sanctions on political and economic elites in-
volved in such criminal activities, S. 682, to provide for
the treatment of the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) as an international organization for pur-
poses of the International Organizations Immunities Act,
S. 1240, to modify the requirements for candidate coun-
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tries under the Millennium Challenge Act of 2003, S.
841, to authorize the Caribbean Basin Security Initiative,
to enhance the United States-Caribbean security partner-
ship, to prioritize natural disaster resilience, S. 797, to es-
tablish and implement a multi-year Legal Gold and Min-
ing Partnership Strategy to reduce the negative environ-
mental and social impacts of illicit gold mining in the
Western Hemisphere, an original bill entitled, “Western
Hemisphere Partnership Act”, S. Res. 119, recognizing
the 202nd anniversary of the independence of Greece and
celebrating democracy in Greece and the United States,
S. Res. 157, commemorating the 25th anniversary of the
signing of the Good Friday Agreement, S. Res. 106, con-
demning Beijing’s destruction of Hong Kong’s democracy
and rule of law, S. Res. 99, supporting the goals of Inter-
national Women’s Day, S. Con. Res. 7, condemning Rus-
sia’s unjust and arbitrary detention of Russian opposition
leader Vladimir Kara-Murza who has stood up in defense
of democracy, the rule of law, and free and fair elections
in Russia, S. Res. 115, supporting the goals and ideals
of “Countering International Parental Child Abduction
Month” and expressing the sense of the Senate that Con-
gress should raise awareness of the harm caused by inter-
national parental child abduction, S. Res. 23, demanding
that the Government of the People’s Republic of China
and the Communist Party of China immediately release
Mark Swidan, and the nominations of Elizabeth Allen, of
New York, to be Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy,
Vivek Hallegere Murthy, of Florida, to be Representative
of the United States on the Executive Board of the World
Health Organization, Pamela M. Tremont, of Virginia, to
be Ambassador to the Republic of Zimbabwe, and Nicole
D. Theriot, of Louisiana, to be Ambassador to the Co-op-
erative Republic of Guyana, all of the Department of
State, Elizabeth Shortino, of the District of Columbia, to
be United States Executive Director of the International
Monetary Fund, Kenneth M. Jarin, of Pennsylvania, to be
Chair, and to be a Member, and Jeffrey Gedmin, of the
District of Columbia, Kathleen Cunningham Matthews,
of Maryland, Luis Manuel Botello, of Maryland, and
Michelle Mai Selesky Giuda, of Virginia, each to be a
Member, all of the International Broadcasting Advisory
Board, and routine lists in the Foreign Service, 10 a.m.,
S§-116, Capitol.

Subcommittee on State Department and USAID Man-
agement, International Operations, and Bilateral Inter-
national Development, to hold hearings to examine the
global information wars, 2:30 p.m., SD-419.

Committee on Indian Affairs: business meeting to con-
sider S. 1308, to amend the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act to extend the deadline for
the Secretary of the Interior to promulgate regulations
implementing title IV of that Act; to be immediately fol-
lowed by a hearing to examine S. 195, to provide com-
pensation to the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community for
the taking without just compensation of land by the
United States inside the exterior boundaries of the L’Anse
Indian Reservation that were guaranteed to the Commu-
nity under a treaty signed in 1854, S. 382, to take cer-
tain land in the State of Washington into trust for the
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benefit of the Puyallup Tribe of the Puyallup Reserva-  hearings to examine competition in the digital adver-

tion, and an original bill to amend the Act of August 9,  tising ecosystem, 2:30 p.m., SD-226.

1955, to modify the authorized purposes and term period Select Committee on Intelligence: to receive a closed brief-

of tribal leases, 2:30 p.m., SD-628. ing on certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m., SH-219.
Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Competi- House

tion Policy, Antitrust, and Consumer Rights, to hold

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE
10 a.m., Wednesday, May 3

Senate Chamber

Program for Wednesday: Senate will continue consideration

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
11 a.m., Friday, May 5

House Chamber

Program for Friday: House will meet in Pro Forma session

of the nomination of Orelia Eleta Merchant, of New York, to at 11 am.

be United States District Judge for the Eastern District of New
York, post-cloture, and vote on confirmation thereon at 11:30
a.m.

Following disposition of the nomination of Orelia Eleta Mer-
chant, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination of Wesley L. Hsu, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Central District of California.

Following the vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination of Wesley L. Hsu, Senate will begin consideration
of S.J. Res. 9, Lesser Prairie-Chicken, and H.J. Res. 39, Proce-
dures Covering Suspension of Liquidation, Duties and Esti-
mated Duties, en bloc.

At 6:15 p.m., Senate will vote on passage of S.J. Res. 9,
Lesser Prairie-Chicken, and H.J. Res. 39, Procedures Covering
Suspension of Liquidation, Duties and Estimated Duties, on
confirmation of the nomination of Wesley L. Hsu, if cloture
has been invoked, and on the motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination of LaShonda A. Hunt, of Illinois, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern District of Illinois.
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